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Three Decisions in U.S. Rankle Allies in Europe 


It Risks ‘Major’ 
Trade Battle 
In Banana Feud 


By Tom Buerkle 

International Herald Tribune 

— wfe European Union warned the 
Unite d Stales an Thursday dial it risked “a major 
trade confrontation” by imposing sanctions on 
European imports in a dispute . over bananas, un- 
derscoring a serious escalation in trans-Atlantic 
trade tensions over the 

The depth of European anger over the sanctions 
was demonstrated in London when the trade min 


The United States sees ‘im 
China’s drive to join the V 



Marine Pilot Acquitted 
In Italy Ski-Lift Deaths 


O. Page II 


Jntm Abbntftf 4 grncr hrum-flm 

Captain Ashby speaking to reporters Thursday after the jury acquitted him. 


By Steve Vogel 

H'mfanjjfgn Post Service 

CAMP LEJEUNE, North Carolina — A mil- 
itary jury cleared a Maxine captain on Thursday of 
involuntary manslaughter and ail other charges 
brought against him for flying his jet over a ski 
resort and severing cables holding a gondola, 
plunging 20 people to their deaths in the Italian 
Alps last year. 

After a year of painful recriminations on both 
sides of the Atlantic and a bitter, three-week long 
trial, the verdict came with stunning finality, 
following seven hours of deliberation over two 
days. “Captain Richard J. Ashby, this court finds 
you, of all the specifications and charges, not 
guilty,'* said the jury president. Colonel W illiam 
Snow. 

A joyous whoop erupted from relatives of 


Captain Ashby, sitting directly behind the piloL 

“Praise the Lord," said his mother, Carol Ann 
Anderson, clinging to the hands of family 
friends. 

One of the Marine prosecutors. Major Stu 
Crouch, turned to ashen-faced relatives of the 
victims, who sat with their heads bowed in the 
small military counroom after the verdict “I'm 
sony,“ he said softly. 

Captain Ashby, standing at attention as the 
verdict was read, showed Hole emotion, but he 
had a wan smile as he shook hands after the 
verdict with his attorney, Frank Spinner. 

The aviator still faces a separate court-martial 
on a charge of obstruction ofjustice. 

The navigator of the jet Captain Joseph 
Schweitzer, is scheduled for a court-martial later 

See PILOT, Page 4 


ister of Britain, nocmaUy a close ally of Washington 
in trade matters, summoned the U.S. ambassador to 
protest 

“I deplore die action which the United States has 
taken,*’ the minister, Stephen Byers, said in a state- 
ment to Parliament “It is completely unauthorized 

by any WTO procedures,’ ’headed, referring to the 
Geneva-based World Trade Org anization 

In Brussels, the European trade commissioner. 
Sir Leon Bn ttan, also condemned the U.S. move on 
Wednesday to impose 100 percent tariffs on about 
$520 nuffijon worm of European imports, ranging 
from Italian cheese and F rench han rifrwgs to Sro ttish 
cashmere. : 

“This American action is not the act of a party 
seeking a rapid settlement” he said. “It risks a 
major trade confrontation.*’ 

The harsh rhetoric indicated that the long-running 
banana dispute mi ght spin out of control, officials 
said What most troubles senior trade officials is that 
the dispute is coming to a point at a time when die 
United Stales and Europe are in disagreement over a 
number ofkey issues, from trade in hormone-treated 
beef and genetically modified food to Washington’s 
growing impatience at tbelack ofmoves to stimulate 
the European economy. 



Execution Angers Germany 

Cries of ‘Barbarism’ Over Gas Chamber Death in U.S. 


See TRADE, Page 4 


Twenty people dfedtm the gondola crash after the U.S. jet severed Its cables. 


By Roger Cohen 

AVw York Tana Service 

BERLIN — Germany voiced outrage Thurs- 
day at the execution of a German citizen in a gas 
chamber in Arizona, accusing the United States of 
“barbarism” and floating international law. 

Walter LaGrand, 37, was put to death Wed- 
nesday in a cloud of cyanide gas far his role in the 
1982 murder of a bank manager. The potent 
symbolism in Germany of trilling in gas chambers 
fueled the outcry here, with members of Par- 
liament calling for sanctions against the United 
States and radio stations flooded with indignant 
calls. 

That Mr. LaGrand’s brother. Kail, 35, was ex- 
ecuted last week in Arizona tor his role in the same 
crime added to what Karsten Voigt, a senior For- 
eign Ministry official wotting on German -Amer- 
ican relations, called “a sharp sense of divergent 
.moral standards that we find deeply worrying.” 


Walter and Karl LaGrand were bom in Augs- 
burg, southern Germany, but moved to Arizona as 
young children after their mother married an 
American soldier she bad met in Germany. 

The LaGrands were convicted in 1982 of 
stabbing Walter Hartsock to death in a botched 
bank robbery attempt. They also stabbed a clerk. 
Dawn Lopez, six times, but she survived. 

Both brothels chose the gas chamber in the 
hope that courts would find the method uncon- 
stitutional. But when this tactic faded, Karl LaG- 
rand accepted a last-minute offer of a lethal 
injection on Feb. 24. He was the first German 
citizen executed in the United States since World 
War D. 

Walter LaGrand,- however, opted for the more 
drawn-out method with its charged postwar res- 
onance in Germany. He was put to Awth ^ the gas 
chamber at 9: 1 2 P.M. Wednesday. 

See DEATH, Page 3 
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Albright Takes Some Heat 
For Rambouillet ‘Success’ 
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By Joseph Fitchett 

International Herald Tribune 

PARIS — Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright’s personal efforts 
slaved off failure at least temporarily in 
-the Kosovo peace talks last month at 
Rambouillet, France, but her intensive, 
often improvised, diplomacy raised 
concerns that her .entry into the talks 
clouded tiie prospects for settling the 
cavil war between Serbs and ethnic Al- 
banians when tire two sides reconvene 
on March 15, according to officials in 
Europe and the United States. 

“Her energy was impressive, but her 
performance injected new uncertainties 
into the situation and sowed doubts 
about the seriousness of U.S. diplo- 
macy/’, said an American ambassador 
in Europe. 

like other diplomatic practitioners, 
he considered her RamboiuiQet perfor- 
mance to fit a pattern of what he said 
was the Clin ton administration’s pro- 


pensity for downgrading U.S. objec- 
tives in a foreign-policy crisis and set- 
tling for any result offering the 
appearance of success or at least fore- 
stalling a media verdict of failure. 
Robot Zoellick, a conservative U.S. 

— strategist, said that Mrs. 
NEWS Albright “seemed to 
ANALYSIS concent SO hard on 

tactics that she lost sight 

of U.S. strategic goals, and even her 
tactics seemed imperfectly adapted.” 

Now head of the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies in Washing- 
ton, Mr. Zoellick was a key Bush ad- 
ministration negotiator on German re- 
unification. But similar concerns were 
voiced by Mrs. Albright’s fellow 
Democrats and working colleagues, 
who asked not to be identified 
In a general reproach, Mrs. Albright 
was criticized for emphasizing threats 
of NATO bombing at the very moment 

See ALBRIGHT, Page 4 


Bonn’s Push for Tax Cuts 
Riles German Business 

Dispute Widens Rift With Socialist Government 
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Vital First Step to Economic Health Stalled in Controversy and Suspicion 





- - By Mark Landler 

New York Times Service 

JAKARTA — As riots rage in one of 
its provinces and with a bruising elec- 
tion just four months away, nobody 
suggests that it will be easy to anise me 
economically ruined country oflndone- 

. sia back to health. - 

- But Indonesia’s efforts to overhaul its 

H banking system have discouraged even 

- the most hardened realists, who say the 
convoluted events of the past w«k sre ■ 
an example of why Indonesia will take 
so long to heal 

On Saturday, the g°Y e ™^.™ 
supposed to announce a iandmarir step 
fo {hTrehabilitanon of i as shattered 

hanks — shutting down 38 and rescuing 
Newsstand puce s — — 
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dozens of others with fresh capital. But 
at the last minute, President B.J. 
Habibie put off* the announcement for 
two weeks. 

The timing of that announcement 
caught even the finance minister and the 
central bank governor by surprise. It has 
unleashed a storm of criticism that Mr. 
Habibie is catering to politically con- 
nected bankers, who lobbied for the 
delay because their banks were likely to 
be closed down. 

Nearly 10 months after an imploding 
economy and violent social . unrest 
toppled President Suharto, people here 

Albright presses for a trial of 

Khmer Rouge leaders. Page 5. 

say Snharto-style cronyism is now 
stalling the recovery of die world's 
-fourth most populous nation. 

“With the fall of Suharto, you might 
ha^e expected that Suharto- isms would 
be reduced,” said Rizal RamU a lead- 
ing economist “But it hasn’t worked 
out that way. The game is the same; only 
the players have changed.” 

tics it is still commit^te reform. T^g 
government’s explanation for foe delay 
was flatly rejected by die' deputy chair- - 
man of die Indonesian Bank Restruc- 
turing Agency. It elicited clucks of dis- 
approval from foe International 
Monetary Fund, which is holding back 


the next $1 billion of its $43 billion 
rescue package for Indonesia. 

A spokesman for foe IMF said foe 
government had shown a “lack of clar- 
ity” in reporting on its overhaul of the 
banks. “This is certainly something we 
thought would be worked out by now,” 
said the spokesman, Vasuki Shastry. 

Indonesian officials deny that polit- 
ical favoritism played a part in the delay. 
The governor of Indonesia’s central 
bank. Syahril Sabirin, said in an in- 
terview that some of foe banks did not 
have enough time to submit business 
plans to foe government. 

He said it would have been unfair to 
close down those banks without giving 
them a chance to raise capital. 

All the same, Mr. Subirin said be 
understood why outsiders might be sus- 
picions of the government's motives: 
L Of course. I think I understand foal 
very well because, for one thing, it is 
kind of unfortunate that one of the con- 
cerned parties in this process is a mem- 
ber of the president’s resilience coun- 
cil” 

Mr. Sabirin was referring to Aburizal 
Bakrie, a prominent banker who sits on 
an economic recovery council chaired 
by Mr. Habibie. 

Mr. Bakrie did not deny that be lob- 
bied on behalf of his bank, PT Bank 
Nusa National, which analysts said was 
slated to be shut down in foe Saturday 

■ See INDONESIA, Page 4 
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BLACKMUN DEAD — Harry 
BtackmuiL, the retired U.S. Su- 
preme Court justice who wrote 
Roe V: Wade, has died. Page 3. 

Yeltsin Demands 
Ouster of Tycoon 

MOSCOW (WP) — President 
Boris Yeltsin, stepping into the fray 
from bis hospital bed Thursday, in 
effect fired the politically ambi- 
tions business tycoon Boris 
Berezovsky from his post as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States. 

For several weeks, Mr. 
Berezovsky has been loudly crit- 
icizing the government of Prime 
Minis ter Yevgeni Primakov. 

The Kremlin said in a brief state- 
ment that Mr. Yeltsin had asked foe 
other beads of commonwealth states 
to agree to dismiss Mr. Berezovsky 
“for exceeding his powers and fail- 
ing to cany. out orders.” 

Yugoslavia Defends 
Buildupon Border 

PRISTINA, Serbia (Reuters) — 
The Yugoslav government said 
Thursday that it had decided to 
strengthen parts of its border to stop 
“infiltration** into Kosovo. 

Yugoslavia said its troops were 
on the border to prevent what they 
call attempts by ethnic Alb anian 
guerrillas to create a corridor to 
bring weapons and equipment into 
Kosovo. Armored vehicles wore re- 
ported heading west on Thursday 
toward the Albania border. 

War's cover for murder. Page 5. 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 

FRANKFURT — The German gov- 
ernment pushed its tax-reform plan 
through the lower chamber of Parlia- 
ment on Thursday, overriding a storm of 
protests by industry leaders who 
threatened to transfer jobs out of Ger- 
many. 

The plan would lower individual in- 
come taxes by 2002 and make up foe lost 
revenue by shifting more of foe tax 
burden to industry. 

Before the final vote, several of Ger- 
many's biggest companies, such as the 
insurance giant Allianz AG and energy 
group RWE AG, warned that they 
would shift operations outside the coun- 
try. Insurers, who manage powerful 
portfolios, even, vowed this week to 
boycott buying government bonds. 

The corporate revolt that accompan- 
ied the vote on the tax plan stems from 
companies' belief that it will shift a 
disproportionately large tax burden 
onto than just as Europe's pivotal econ- 
omy is weakening, exports are falling 
and unions are successfully winning 
higher-foan-expected wage increases. 

Unmoved by the fray. Finance Min- 
ister Oskar Lafontaine, who drafted the 
tax plan, argued that h corrected in- 
justices in foe complicated German tax 


code. Shifting blame for the current tax 
unbalances to the previous conservative 
government, foe finance minister told 
lawmakers that “the wrong track that 
tax policies have been on for years is 
now being corrected.” 

Separately, the European Central 
Bank met Thursday in Frankfurt amid 
public pressure from Germany's gov- 
ernment to ease interest rates and bolster 
the anemic economy. The ECB, foe 
central bank for foe 11 countries of the 
euro, left its interest rates unchanged, 
but some analysts detected a new tone of 
concern in the remarks of the bank’s 
president, Wim Duisenberg. (Page 12) 

In Germany, the tax debate widens an 
already acrimonious rift between 
Bonn's left-leaning administration, 
which took office in October, and a 
business community that is disillu- 
sioned by the direction and pace of 
economic and welfare change. For 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, who 
styles himself as a business-friendly 
pragmatist who values ' con- 
sensus-building with labor and industry, 
the tax bill undermines his efforts to 
coax industry into a joint attack on 
near-record high unemployment. 

“There has never been anything like 
it,” the daily Bild newspaper wrote this 

See GERMANY, Page 13 


Troubled Clinton Loyalists 
Put Aside Their Doubts 


By John F. Harris 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — President Bill 
Clinton has once again implored leaders 
in both parties to turn their sights on foe 
future, even as millions of Americans 
woe focused anew on foe lurid details 
of foe president's past. 

Yet Mr. Clinton, who survived a taw- 
dry year with his gift- for “compart- 
mentalizing” scandal, has apparently 
succeeded in remaking the capital in his 
own image. 

While the aftershocks of foe impeach- 
ment drama continue to rumble almost 
daily — from new allegations against 
him of sexual assault to foe nationally 
televised interview with Monica Lew- 
insky on Wednesday night — there is 
scant evidence that these are affecting 
Mr. Clinton's ability to seize controlof 
Washington’s policy agenda, according 
to lawmakers, administration officials 
and political analysts. 


Instead, many of the other critical 
actors in this debate have made it plain in 
recent days that they are following the 
president’s lead in keeping controversy 
about private behavior walled off from 
public business. This new group of com- 
partmentalizers includes Republicans 
— 11 ■■ ■ who just weeks ago 

NEWS wanted Mr. Clinton out of 
ANALYSIS g®** 35 weU . 325 

— — — ■ members of his own ad- 

ministration, some of whom say they are 
deeply troubled by the latest questions 
about the president but have chosen to 
put misgivings aside. 
m Three weeks after he won acquittal in 
his impeachment trial Mr. Cunton is 
governing in a paradoxical political cli- 
mate. He is surrounded by people who 
view him suspiciously, yet he remains 
by far foe dominant actor on Wash- 
ington's stage. 

Mr. Clinton, according to several 
See CLINTON, Page 3 
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Strong Left Jab /And No Punches Pulled 


Italy’s Reform-Minded Leader 
Doesn’t Waste Time on Charm 


R OME — On his first vacation as Italy’s 
prime minister, Massimo D’Alema 
took his family on a private visit to New 
York over Christmas. 

His children wanted to see the Broadway 
musical ‘ ‘Cats” and the toy store FA O Schwarz. 
Mr. D’Alema, a former Communist, wanted to 
see what the world's leading superpower has to 
offer, so he also went to eat at the TriBeCa Grill, 
the trendy downtown restaurant. 

“It was nothing special,” hesaid with a shrug. 
He then explained that there are only three 
cuisines in the world: French, Italian and 
Chinese. Italy, he said, was most important be- 
cause it had given civilization its first real “pro- 
letarian dish,” pizza. Pressed, Mr. D’Alema 
conceded that he bad eaten well ar one place in 
New York, Asia de Cuba, a Cuban-Chinese 
restaurant in midtown Manhattan. 

Mr. D’Alema, who will turn 50 in April, 
became the first former Communist to lead a 
Western European government in October, and 
he underlines the word “former.” But even in 
small talk he retains a trace of 1970s leftist 
hauteur. 

Fiercely intelligent, confident and direct, the 
prime minister is also quite free of easy charm. 
As he himself recently confessed to a television 
talk show host, “As a child, I was antipatico," 
using an hntian word that means displeasing. 

Like Socialist leaders now in power in Ger- 
many, France and England, Mr. D'Alema has 
distanced himself from the most ideological 
extremes of his party and recast himself as a 
moderate. So far, his economic and foreign 
policies have mirrored those of his predecessor, 
Romano Prodi, a centrist 

Mostly, Mr. D 'Aieraa differs from the affable 
Mr. Prodi in background and personality. Mr. 
D'Alema's churlish assessment of American 
cuisine, delivered during an informal chat with 
foreign journalists in January, may have also 
been colored by his mood at that moment At the 
time, the Kurdish rebel leader Abdullah Ocalan 
was in Italy and seeking political asylum there. 

Mr. D’Alema was under intense pressure from 
T urkey and the United States to turn him overfor 
trial in Turkey. The Ocalan affair was his first 
real foreign policy test as prime minister, and 
also his first taste of bow the United States can 
squeeze an ally. 


By Alessandra Stanley 

New York Tunes Service 


Mr. D’Alema refused to extradite Mr. Ocalan 
on the grounds that Italian law forbids the ex- 
tradition of prisoners to countries with death 
penalties. The United Stares reacted harshly at 
first, then backed off publicly and switched to 
nagging private diplomacy. Turkey threatened 
economic boycotts and worse. 

Mr. D’Alema, who is sympathetic to the 
Kurdish cause, initially suggested Italy might 
grant Mr. Ocalan political asylum. The United 
States. Turkey and bus many political opponents 
at home bludgeoned him for it, and Mr. D Aiema 
began searching for other solutions. 

Germany, which feared a blowup within its 
large Turkish and Kurdish minorities, refused to 
take him, even though Germany had outstanding 
warrants for his arrest. Hopes for an international 
trial dried up under Turkey's opposition. Italy 
finally asked Mr. Ocalan to leave in mid- January, 
and he ended up under Greek protection in 
Kenya. Turkish commandos captured him there, 
and he is now in a Turkish prison awaiting trial. 

Mr. D’Alema, who sought a principled ap- 
proach but eventually had to bow to realpolitik. 
views the episode as a learning experience — but 
for the United States and Europe, not for him- 
self. 

“If we defend the rights of the Albanians in 
Kosovo, and rightly so, then 1 think we have to 
also defend the rights of the Kurdish minority,” 
he said in an interview in his office last week. He 
said he would raise the issue of Kurdish rights 
with President Bill Clinton at their first official 
meeting, in Washington on fiiday. “We cannot 
split np Turkey, but there are other national issues 
there which roust be addressed by the West, by the 
United States and Europe together,” he said. 





15 Killers Die 
In Ambush, 
Uganda Says 



Attfre* McAdnni/llH' teaoriMrd 


Prime Minister D'Alema, a former Communist, was criticised by domestic 
opponents and international allies for refusing to extradite Abdullah Ocalan. 


This month, Mr. Prodi created his own center-left 
party, which is likely to further splinter die left. 

Mr.' D’Alema is the first Italian prime minister 
to hold weekly news conferences. Yer his re- 


lationship with the I talian press is not exactly 
cozy. One of his closest aides, Fabrizio 
Rondo lino, his media adviser, was forced to resign 
last month after steamy accounts surfaced of Mr. 
Rondolino’s newly published erotic novel. 

Mr. D'Alema accented bis resignation but also 
attacked the “vulgarity” of the Italian media. 
Italian newspaper columnists paint Mr. D'Alema 
as arrogant and remote, but they have also at- 
tacked him for recent appearances on popular 
television shows intended to warm up his image. 

Mr. D'Alema -says the media assaults are the 
result of his .unstinting honesty. “Perhaps mis- 
takenly, I have always said what 1 thought,” he 
explained. 

But Mr. D'Alema is also heavily scrutinized 
for his Communist past. His parents were Com- 
munists, and his father was a high-ranking party 
official. As a child, Mr. D'Alema was sent to 
Soviet summer camp at Artek, the Soviet Un- 
ion’s most prestigious international “pioneer” 
camp on the Black Sea. 

He mostly spoke French to fellow campers, he 


B ut foreign policy is not the most urgent 
problem on die prime minister's agenda. 
Mr. D’Alema, who came into office 
pledging to reduce Italy's unemploy- 


M> i pledging to reduce Italy's unemploy- 
ment rate, which in some areas of the south is 
about 23 percent, is facing many hurdles. 

Italy's economy in 1998 showed the slowest 
growth rate in Europe: 1.4 percent instead of the 
2.5 percent goal the Prodi government set when 
Italy agreed to adopt the new European currency, 
the euro. 

•Mr. D'Alema has made it his mission to re- 
form the chaotic and chronically unstable Italian 
electoral system and create a two-party system. 
He faces opposition from the conservative right 
wing, and even his allies are not exactly on board. 


recalled. “At the time, it was the international 
language of choice.” (Mr. D'Alema now studies 
English during his lunch breaks, in an effort to 
improve his communication skills at NATO 
meetings and summit sessions of the Group of 
. Seven leading industrial nations). 

He was die head of the Young Communist 
League in the 1970s, and edited L’Unita, the 
Co mmunis t Party newspaper, from 1988 to 1990. 
fa 199 1, a gains t the backdrop of the collapse of 
the Soviet Union, the Italian Communists 
splintered, and Mr. D’Alema left to form a non- 
Marxist party, the Democrat Party of the Left. 

Mr. D’Alema, whose trip will be his fourth to 
the United States, said he is not anti-American, 
but he acknowledged that he sees the United 
States through the eyes of a leftist European 
intellectual. 

And that includes a dim view of American 


tiful,” about the Holocaust. 

“I never would have imagined it,” he said. 
“It improved my image of the United States, the 
fact that this film .could be successful there, 
because it is a film that forces one to think.” 


BUHOMA, Uganda — Fifteen of the 
Hutu rebels who murdered eight tourists . 

in Uganda have been killed in a . 

Rwandan Army ambush, a Ugandan of- fj r - 

ficer said Thursday. .. / 

Lieutenant Colonel Benon Biraro said 
the coops caught the Hutu m a rau d er s in 
an ambush after Ugandans pursued them 
across riy border inio the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. * 

The officer said that the troops had set . 
up an ambush on the road between Coma - 1 V 

and Kisoro in eastern Congo after being jj ' 
alerted. v - 

“The Rwandan Army killed 15 of 
them and suffered three casualties,” 

Colonel Biraro said. 

' The ethnic Huturebels, who are fight- •: 

'mg Rwanda’s Tutsi-led gove rnment , ab- 
ducted 31 foreign tourists from the ;•• • • 
Bwindi Impenetrable Forest National 
Park at dawn Monday. 

They rook 14 of tbedr captives on a long 
trek through the jungle toward Congo and ' ■’ 

later massacred eight of them with chits, 
axes and machetes. The rem ai n i n g six 
were released with a mess age warning the a . 

United States and Britain to stop sop- A 
porting the government of Rwanda. %*, *j ‘‘. 

A team of experts from die U.S. Fed- i' 
eral Bureau of Investigation was in -•;/ ■ 
Kampala on Thursday investigating the c- 
massacre. Two Americans among those ,< - 
killed in the campground in the Bwindi .*> . ■ 
park, where they had gone to view rare - * 
mountain gorillas. . > 

Four Britons and two New Zealanders Z-; - 

also were killed. 

The president of Uganda, Yoweri 
Museveni, promised to hunt down , the 
rebels and he appealed for international 
aid to track them down. ^ .. 

The rebels were among Hutu fighters 
who fled Rwanda in 1994 after killing 
more than 500,000 minority Tutsis and K* 
politically moderate Hutus in a gov- 
emment-orchestrated genocide. j’.K" ; 

A British survivor of the massacre, 1 ' 

Marie Avis, 27, relumed to Britain early . . 
Thursday with his New Zealander wife, ^ ' 
Rhonda, also 27. 

The Foreign Office was considering 
whether a team of police officers should 0 I-**, 
be sent to Uganda to help track down die 1 
killers. (Reuters, AP . AFP) ~ m '\. 


killers. 


King Abdullah Turns to Moderate 


CemfBedto Oar SuffFntm Dapaekes 


AMMAN — King Abdullah took 
his first major executive step on 
Thursday since succeeding King 
Hussein, dismissing his prime min- 
ister and replacing him with a vet- 
eran moderate politician. 

The new cabinet rids the gov- 
ernment of many who were loyal to 
Prince Hassah, the brother of King 
Hussein who was once expected to 
ascend to the throne. 

King Abdullah asked Abdul- 
Raouf Rawabdeh, a member of Par- 
liament and former deputy prime 
minister, to become prime minister 
and to head a 23-member cabinet 
He also named former Prime 
Minister Abdul-Karim Kabariti, 
whose 1996-97 government carried 
out tough economic changes and 


distanced Jordan from Iraq, its 
former ally, as chief of Jordan’s 
royal court. 

Mr. Rawabdeh and his new cab- 
inet, including three deputy prime 
ministers, took die oath of office in 
front of King Abdullah at the royal 
palace. 

They face a challenging task of 
taming around three years of eco- 
nomic slowdown and steering 
Jordan, which has seen little benefit 
from its 1994 peace treaty with Is- 
rael, clear of tension over military 
conflict in neighboring Iraq and 
stalled peace talks between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

Mr. Rawabdeh, 60, replaces 
Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
whose Cabinet worked- most of its 
six-month tenure under Prince Has- 


san. who was in charge when King 
Hussein was receiving cancer treat- 
meat in the United States. 

King Hussein, who died Feb. 7, 
deposed Hass an as crown prince on 
Jan. 25, accusing him of power 
grabbing and naming Prince Ab- 
dullah, his eldest son, as the suc- 
cessor to the throne. 

Mr. Rawabdeh. a Hussein loy- 
alist, is, however, known to main- 
tain good relations with Prince Has- 
san. 

The choice of Mr. Rawabdeh, as a 
supporter of Jordan’s treaty with 
Israel and warm ties with the United 
States and Gulf Arabs, is another 
sign of King Abdullah's desire to 
continue his lather’s policies. 

Officials said Mr. Kabariti was 
likely to play an influential role in 



Northwest Faces 
Fine for Stunt 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


U.S. Fines Delta and Northwest 


Involving 747 
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Abdul-Raouf Rawabdeh, who 
backed King Hussein’s views. 


foreign, policy, while Mr. Rawab- 
deb, whose ministerial posts stretch 
back to 1976 but have been ex- 
clusively domestic portfolios, 
would follow a more Jordan-ori- 
ented agenda. (Reuters, AP) 
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Reuters 

LONDON — Two British balloonists 
attempting to circle the world nonstop 
successfully bypassed banned Chinese air- 
space on Thursday in one of the most 
difficult maneuvers of their journey. 

Andy Eison and Colin Prescot passed 
within 50 kilometers (30 miles) of Hainan 
Dao island in the South China Sea and 
were continuing along the Chinese coast 
toward Taiwan. 

China banned the British balloon from 
crossing its territory after the tycoon Rich- 
ard Branson and the American adventurer 
Steve Fossett drifted into a banned zone of 
its airspace in December and did not land 
when ordered to do so. 

Mr. Eison and Mr. Prescot had been 
flying low and slowly toward China to 
avoid entering its airspace. 


The navigation around China was one of 
the most challenging aspects of the jour- 
ney, the flight director, Ian Ashpole, said 
from the team's London support center. 

Mr. Ashpole said the balloon was on 
schedule to catch the jetstream in the next 
48 hours which will take it over the Pacific 
Ocean to Canada. 

Eison. 45, and Prescot. 48, weathered 


their bumpiest ride Wednesday since tak- 
ing off from Spain two weeks ago as 


ing off from Spain two weeks ago as 
thunderstorms shook their capsule over 
Thailand. 

A Swiss-registered competitor balloon, 
which took off from Switzerland on Mon- 
day, will be allowed to fly over China. 

A spokeswoman for the Breitling Or- 


biter-3 said the balloon, piloted by Ber- 
trand Piccard of Switzerland and Brian 


trand Piccard of Switzerland and Bi 
Jones of Britain, was now above Mali. 


The Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — The 
Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion is seeking a $33,000 fine 
against Northwest Airlines 
Cotp. for arranging to have a B- 
24 bomber fly information with 
a jumbo Jet to honor the jet’s 
retiring pilot. 

Hie agency said the maneu- 
ver last July with a 747 jet 
carrying 373 passengers was 
dangerous, careless and illeg- 
al. 

■The flight ended safely, bat 
aviation regulations prohibit 
formation flying involving any 
aircraft carrying paying passen- 
gers- 

In addition to the fine against 
the airline, the agency has pro- 
posed a $1,000 penalty against 
the Northwest dispatcher who 
organized the event 

The aviation body also has 
proposed 90-day flying suspen- 
sions for the pilots who flew 
both aircraft. • 

Tony Molinaro, a spokesman 
for the agency, . said die 
punitive actions were pending 
in order to give Northwest and 
the individuals involved time to 
respond. 

“We certainly agreed that 
the incident was serious and we 
took steps to ensure that it 
wouldn't happen again,” Jon 
Austin, a spokesman for North- 
west, said Wednesday. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The government has fined North- 
west Airlines and Delta Air lines forfaiting to tell passengers 
that tickets they were buying actually would be fulfilled -with 
service on another airline’s planes. 

Under so-called code-share arrangements, partner airlines 
can market another carrier's flights as their own. But the 
airlines must tell passengers at tee earliest opportunity that 
they will be traveling on another carrier. 

Transportation Department investigators called reserva- 
tions agents for bote Delta and Northwest and found thatin.a 
number of instances, tee agents failed to disclose what was 
happening. On Wednesday, Northwest was fined $45,000, 
half of which will be forgiven if it does not commit additional^ 
violations in die next year. Delta was penalized $25,000. 


Finnish Controllers Extend Strike 


HELSINKI (AFP) — Political and business leaders stepped 
up pressure Thursday on Finland 's air traffic controllers to end 
a crippling strike teat is costing millions of dollars a week and 
cansing problems for industry. 

Business leaders and opposition parties called on Prime 


Minister Paavo Lipponen to intervene after strikers rejected 
tee latest pay offer. The strike is now in its fifth week. 


tee latest pay offer. The strike is now in its fifth week. 

The strikers are demanding pay increases of between 25 aqd 
30 percent over four years, which they say would bring them 
into line with salaries elsewhere in Europe. The action has 


paralyzed all but 20 percent of domestic flights and disrupted 
around 10 percent of international services using tee Helsinki 


airport. 


KLM Inspects Its 747s for Defect 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — KLM, the Dutch airline, carried 
out special inspections on its fleet of 32 Boeing 747-200 jets 
after discovering a defect in a plane belonging to its Martinair 
subsidiary, a spokesman said Thursday. 

“Boeing is starting an investigation and has warned all fyi. 
customers, asking them to inspect their planes,” said tftf.. 
Martinair spokesman, Udo Bays. 

The defect, a 7-centimeter (2. 8-inch) tear, was .discovered 
Saturday in a brace that strengthens tee fixture attaching tee 
engine to tee wing, said Hugo Baas, a KLM spokesman. 
Martinair described it as a “minor problem.” ' 
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North America 

A storm coming out of thB 
southern Plains Friday wffl 
spread rain and snow 
across Itia eastern U-tf. 
#ns waakand; enow w# faff 
from the Baa tom Lakes 
region through Now Ytork 
into Now England, while 
soaking rain ts ftkoiy from 
Tennessee td New Jersey. 
Snow in the RoeMeo. 


Europe 

Windy and cold with rain 
from the British Isles to 
France and northern Spam 


Saturday, then dry and 
milder Sunday. Another 


milder Sundey. Another 
Storm wU bring rain to Lon- 
don Monday, soattig rain 
will spread across south- 


eastern Europe Sunday 
and Monday. Snow and 
flurries m the Alps ending 
Sunday. 


Asia 

CooBnfl to near normal In 
Belflfig aver the weekend, 
but Tokyo wW remabi quite 
oiHd. Hot and dry with sun- 
shine across southeast 
Asia and India, but there 
w« be a tow showers In ter 
southern India. Cloudy and 
rainy across western 
Sich uan Province, source 
ragtonofttia Vangoa river 
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With Book and TV Interview, Lewinsky Gets a Chance to Show Her Rage 


mcl tional wcD -being to promote their own She also delivers scalding broadsides Lewinsky herself and several fresh Wednesday amounted to opening day unfettered account Unlike her intear- 

agrams. against several important figures in her facts. of a choreographed Monica blitz, in views with television and print jour- 

npfmS enia • __Momca s Story" depicts the former lire, including her friend- turned-betray- Remarkably, the book and a two-hour which the 25-year-old woman, who has nalists, the book is not controlled by her 

WASHINGTON — r * Wlute House intent as a bright, com- er, Linda Thpp; a former attorney, W3- television interview Wednesday night been unemployed for more than a year, immunity agreement with Mr. Starr, 

-v tiar <■+ — .. - wiumca Lewm- Detent VOtmD woman who hrramft so liflm Gwishnrtr -a hi oh c#>Iusa1 mpIim 1 Roihon WaltaK maplr ,ka 1 : j i rntvnnrial 


StSSSS^S .^tfaepSblication fZSSSSSL . 

^accountisthefiratrimeMs.Lew- 
msky has voiced her rage at Mr. Son. 


tea were people she knew, trusted and 
loved," wrote Andrew Morton, whom 
Ms. Lewinsky selected lo tell her story 


: W < • ?- 

IViu -in*; V;-3 


»r*. 


m .~ ; .4' 


agents, her -own vmcca *» rage at mt. stair, ms. Lewmssy seiectedio teU her story ima, 

pres ident she loved ^ 30,1 She decries the prosecutor’s “squeeze because of his sympathetic biography of glot 

Her book, w&kbalreartv sKm.. oi™. gg^^tecnsmghim of yiphting her Dta, Princaa of Wales . 5rg 


central figare in the drama that nearly [About 70 million Americans 
cost Mr. Clinton his job, even though her watched some or all of Ms. Lewinsky’s 
image has become an icon around the first media interview on Wednesday, 
globe, Ms. Lewinsky herself has been ABC News said, making it the most- 


ter’s interview on ABC. Ms. Lewinsky 
said that while . she still has warm 


Her book. Which almrfv eh ™ tac&c ?* accusing him of violating her Diana, Princess of Wales. largely silent, save for the transcripts of watched U.S. news broadcast ever, 

of becomW an consorationaJ rights through his aggies- For a nation already super-saturated her grand jury testimony last summer, Agence France-Presse reported from 

portrays Ms. Lewinskva« ° e ^~ er i avc ^“tyesagstion and saying that his with details of the 18-montli presidential her raped interviews played during the Washington.] 

political enemies aM ,5* if* be ^ 0re „ a the prosecutor’s investigation and impeachment trial and several conver- Of the many forums in which Ms. 

who trammeled h ^ “ ‘ ‘ " 


first media interview on Wednesday, feelings for Mr. Clinton, “sometimes I 
ABC News said, making it the most- hare his guts, and, urn, he makes me 
watched U.S. news broadcast ever, sick." 

Agence France-Presse reported from She said she was on medication now 
Washington.] and had “a lot of healing to do." 

Of the many forums in which Ms. Asked by Ms. Waiters how she felt 
Lewinsky is now spreading her point of after the president’s apology to the na- 


pnvacy and emo- raped. 


die book offers the perspective 


Q^EVTON: Still theMainMan in Capital 

Continued from Page 1 the end of the day people are nothing e 


Ms. Lewinsky, taped. 


view. “Monica’s Story" is the most 


people who have spoken with him in 


the end of the day people are nothing else 
if not pragmatic/ • a senior White House 
official s aid. “Politics works by self- 


. , ‘ ““ “ uiuwai.ouju. WMU D¥ SCU- 

** an e r y nd interest, and. that means there is an in- 
cepting of this paradox, aware that his rs*nfive m 11 


c^Jtmg of this paradox; aware that his 
sunwal in the impeachment ordeal is not 


centive to work together." 

The president set down his terms fix' 


going to produce anything like a clean working together Wednesday at a xally- 
weak m stones about his conduct. style event wife House and Senate 


. break m stories about his con duct. 

. He has complained how the “unwel- 
come vapor trail" following him in re- 
centdays, as one aide described it, shows 
mat news organizations and some con- 


Democrats at die Library of Congress. 
Warning about the risks of “excessive 
partisanship," he boasted that Demo- 
crats were more unified tha n ever on 


servative opponents are .determined to issues and challenged Republicans to 
prevent a return to a state of normalcy, join him in passing new national stan- 
But the president's pessimism about dards for education, devoting nearly 
the moti ves o f his adversaries .is in- two- thirds of the federal budget surplus 
terwoven with optimism: He apparently to Social Security and agreeing that pre- 
bdreves that Republicans, who are di- serving Medicare requires a large new 


vried on issues and unpopular with infusion of federal mone y 


voters in the wake of the impeachment **T think, they want to get, sorra ? thin gs 

trial, have no choice but to work with done, and the president is banking on it,’ ’ 
him on his terms. said Donna Shaiala, the secretary of 

“Yes, there are hard feelings, but at health and tinman serv ices, in a refere nce 

to die Republicans. She added that she 
had been struck in recent days by how 
“cordial" and “professional” once- 

, - combative Republicans had been toward 

~ her at appropriations bearings. 

p,. But even as Republicans must look 

Mrs. G union (rives past scandal toward policy, Ms. Shaiala 

TT 1 KT rri i* -gwr acknowledged that she was putting aside 

LI IS lalk on Women her cooeans about Mr. Clinton’s 

behavior. 

NEW YORK — On her testing- Asked about Juanita Broaddrick’s re- 

the-waters tour of New York City cent allegations that Mr. Clinton assaul- 
Killary Rodham Oin ton said Thurs- ted her21 years ago in an Arkansas hotel 
lay at the United Nations— one of room, Ms. Shaiala said she had reached 
he des tinations suggested for her n ° conclusion about whether she be- 
Fhtnrf. — tW rinw «! ™ lievedMrs. Broaddrick or the terse deni- 


POLITICAL 


Mrs . Clinton Gives 
UN Talk on Women 

NEW YORK — On her testing- 
the-waters tour of New York City, 
Hillary Rodham Chn ton said Thurs- 
day at the United Nations — one of 
the destinations suggested for her 
future — that women now enjoy 
“all kinds of possibilities where 
none had been dreamed of be- 
fore.” 

In the noisy UN Trusteeship 
Council, where LOOOfiHed the seats 
and hundreds more stood against the 
walls, the chamber erupted into a 
whooping, standing ovation as she 
stepped across the threshold. 

. “X think the revolution is on the 
-move,". Secretary-General _ . Kofi .! 
Annan quipped with a nod to “Ma- 
dame Clinton,” sealed at the center 
of a dais lined with seven women. 

Mrs. Clinton led the chamber in 
applauding Mr. Annan’s comment 
that women are not “an incidental 
ornament far the men." (AP) 

... '■ . 

$1 Billion a Year 
Proposed for Parks 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton proposed Thursday de- 
voting $1 billion a year to pre- 
serving urban parks, wilidHfe areas 
and other “natural treasures," the 
White House said. . 

Mr. Clinton, who was to high- 
light die proposal at a 150th an- 
niversary celebration of the U.S. 
Interior Department, aims to make 
permanent a one-year plan in his 
2000 budget request, the White 
Hoase said in a statement 
The proposal would allocate $1 
billi on a year to land conservation 
aims, representing a 125 percent 
increase ova: current levels. 

About half would go to support 
state and local efforts, with the rest 
for federal projects. (Reuters) 

Witness Smuggles 
Anthrax to Hearing 

WASHINGTON — A leading 
U.S. expert on biological warfare 
walked through security at die Ray- 
burn House Office Building car- 
rying IS grams of powdered an- 
thrax in a small plastic bottle, 
proceeding directly to a bearing be- 
fore the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence and dis- 

said he was trying to show bow a 
hostile state o^^snpggte 
powdered anthrax into the United 
Stotes in a secure diplomatic pouch 
and attack major federal govern- 
ment installations almost at wiIL 
“I’ve been through all the major 

airports, and the security systems of 

■^“sra’ssss 

cJe of foe Rayburn Building and all 
the people in iL” < WF > 

Quote/Unquote 

Tom Daschle of South Dakota, 
^sSSmtaoriiy leader, saying 
^fdthataRepuhlicanprop^^ 
to Docent tax cut would give 
ILSfvSo earn $$00,000 an an- 

families who earn 

saLsssagig 

22TS SSr are Side, d ? srve 

S&Jsr * ^ 
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Mike Doo/nir Aomaed hen 

lievedMrs. Broaddrick dr the torse deni- About 50 demonstrators in New Jersey taunting Mr. Clinton outside a $l,000-a- ticket fund-raising dinner for 
al issued by Mr. Clinton’s lawyer — and Senator Robert Torricelli, a Democrat and a supporter of the president during the impeachment hearings, 
she said she did not need to in order to do • 

her job 

“Itake all of this very seriously," Ms. 

Shaiala said of Mis. Broaddrick’s a]- XT T|1 1 T7 T «• Tfc # . AA 

™ Harry Blackmim, Lx- Justice, Hies at 90 

judgments about personal conduct and " 

public perfbnnance. At the same time, d v Tjnda Greenhouse die country’s judicial, political and of symbol as a grim survivor of what 

Ms. Shaiala said, “I’m both a patriot and * New York Tima Service social history as the author of Roe v. looked like a judicial counterrevolution. 

a prpfes$ionaf- I serve the nation and the — — — ? — r-* Wade, which established a constitutional In 1989, the court voted in Webster v. 

president" ' . ' WASHINGTON — Hairy Black- rigbt for womeu to obtain an abortion. Reproductive Health Services to uphold 

This allows her to pursue what she man, 90, the retired Supreme Court In that opinion, on which Justice a Missouri law that restricted access to 


By Linda Greenhouse “ ’ ’ s 311(1 

y New Yori Tima Service a“*OT Of Roe V 

— — — ■ — r*« Wade, which established a constitutional 

WASHINGTON — Hany Black- rigbtfor women io obtain an abortion. 


of symbol as a grim survivor of what 
looked like a judicial counterrevolution. 
In 1989, the court voted in Webster v. 
Reproductive Health Services to uphold 


considers important issues on Mr. Clin- justice who was the author of the 1973 


man, 90, the retired Supreme Court In that opinion, on which Justice a Missouri law that restricted access to 


ton’s behalf without knowing what to 
believe about his past. 1 
In a sampling of administration of- 
ficials, both in tiie While House and in 
agencies. Ms. Shaiala was the only one 
willing to be quoted by name. But otber 
interviews underscored the degree to 


xi for more than a year, abortion. The 5-to-4 decision did not 
onstihitionai protection overturn Roe v. Wade, but indicated that 
srsonal privacy” that is the framework of the 1973 decision no 
to encompass a worn- longer commanded a majority, 
ether or not to terminate Justice Blackmon, then 80 years old, 

read his dissenting opinion in a tense and 
ev. Wade was 7 to 2, an hushed courtroom. “I fear fra the fii- 


wbichtbe scandal over his affair with Ms. replacement surgery on Feb. 24. He had 
Lewinsky had undercut Mr. Cfinton’s fallen at home the (fay before and broken 
credibility even until people who work his hip. 


credibility even until people who work his hip. 
fra him. Given assurances of anonymity, He served 2 

many people who save the president said highest court a 
they long ago had reconciled themselves President Rich 
to the fact that there were parts of their retired in 1994. 
leader’s private life about which fluey When Justice 
could never be certain. od the Supreme 

One veteran aide likened working for have predicted i 
Mr. Clinton to being a. Catholic who year-old judge, 
sup p o rt s abortionrights: One simply tol- never known fa 
erates contradictions. . challenging the 

“BiDClintoahasgotaproblem,”this embark on an 
official said. *"Jff hewexen tpresidept, he journey that by 
would be in counseling.” find him as on 

Of the recent Broaddrick allegation, • liberal voices a 
another senior official said, “I think you Not even £hr 


justice who was the author of the 1973 Blackmon labored for more than a year, abortion. The 5-to-4 decision did not 
decision that legalized abortion in the the court found constitutional protection overturn Roe v. Wade, but indicated that 
United States and set off one of the most for “a right of personal privacy" that is the framework of the 1973 decision no 
explosive political debates in the United "broad enough to encompass a worn- longer commanded a majority. 

States, died Thursday. an’s decision whether or not to terminate Justice Blackmon, then 80 years old. 

Justice Blackmon died at Arlington her pregnancy." read his dissenting opinion in a tense and 

Hospital in suburban Arlington. Virgin- The vote in Roe v. Wade was 7 to 2, an hushed courtroom. “I fear fra the fu- 

ia, horn complications following hip- indication that far from being solely the ture," he said. “The signs are evident 
replacement surgery on Feb. 24. He had product of Justice Blackmun’s personal and very ominous, and a chill wind 
faUen at honre the day before awl broken vision, the decision reflected a broad blows.” 

his hip. consensus on the court that die time had In a 1992 decision that took much of 

He served 24 years on the nation’s come to end the criminal prohibitions the country by surprise, a new majority 
highest court after being appointed by -against abortion that in 1973 were still coalesced to preserve and even to so- 
President Richard Nixon in 1970. He retained by most states. lidify the constitutional right to abor- 

retired in 1994. Nonetheless, it was Justice Blackmun non. 


don on Aug. 17, which did not mention 
her, Ms. Lewinsky said: “1 fell like a 
piece of trash. I feh dirty and I felt used 
and I was disappointed-” 

As for the president, she said, “When 
I think of the person that I thought was 
Bill Clinton. I diink he had genuine 
remorse. When I think of the person that 
1 now see is 100 percent politician. I 
think he’s sorry be got caught." 

The book contains invective against 
the independent counsel and his staff 
that is absent from the Walters inter- 
view. It brands one of Mr. Stair’s top 
deputies as “a pit-bull terrier” who was 
“more used to tough mobsters than to a 
sobbing young woman.” 

Criticizing Mr. Stair’s “strong-aim 
tactics ,’ ’ the book raises questions about 
whether the independent counsel had 
improper contacts with attorneys work- 
ing on the Paula Jones law suit, an issue 
that the Justice Department is scruti- 
nizing. 

In other passages of the book, Ms. 
Lewinsky says that she felt hurt and 
betrayed by Mr. Clinton, particularly in 
January 1998, when he stood before a 
thicket of television cameras, wagged a 
finger and vowed that he had never “had 
sex with that wo man. " 

At the White House, a spokesman, 
Barry Toiv. said that Mr. Clinton did 
not plan to watch the interview and that 
he was unsure whether the president 
knew that the book had been publish- 
ed. 

The book also paints a damning por- 
trait of Mr. Ginsburg, the old friend of 
Ms. Lewinsky’s father who was her 
main lawyer for several months last 
year. 

Calling him “an enemy within," it 
says that the attorney’s “inappropriate 
and often sexual comments added to her 
private pain and public humiliation.*’ It 
also contends that he was more con- 
cerned with making media appearances 
than with advocating fra his client 

Reached in Los Angeles, Mr. Gins- 
burg said: “Monica seems to need to 
blame someone for the activities of the 
last several years. She cannot blame her 
parents, because they’re part of her sup- 
port system. She can’t blame herself, 
because that’s not human. 

“So I guess Tm one of the people she 
would like to blame, and I guess I have 
big enough shoulders to cany that 
blame." 

Running through the account is re- 
peated derision of Mrs. Tripp. The 
book’s opening pages said Mrs. Tripp, 
who befriended Ms. Lewinsky while 


ture." he said. “The signs are evident both worked at the Pentagon, had a 


and very ominous, and a chill wind 
blows.” 

In a 1992 decision that took much of 


When Justice Blackmun took his seat 
on the Supreme Court, few people would 
have predicted that this soft-spoken, 61- 


year-old judge, a lifelong Republican 
aever known for breaking new ground, or 
challenging the stains quo, was about to 
embark on an extraordinary personal 
journey that by fee time he retired uronld 
find him as one of fee last remaining 
liberal voices on a transformed court 
Not even three years into his tenure. 


have to be troubled by it She seems very Justice Blackmun guaranteed his place 
credible.” On the other hand, tins of- 
ficial, who has worked both in fee White 

House and in a senior position at an Away From Politics 

outside agency, added: “The question 

is: What do yon do wife it? And why • Two men charged with the 
now? Why did she wait 20 years?” murder of & man whose body was 

Many other rides in recent days said set afire told investigators they 
they bad found Mrs. Broaddrick’s al- killed him because he was a ho- 
legations of forcible sexual assault im- mosexual, police said. The victim of 

i vt -a ■ ^ i‘(y » /ir _ ^ sni.nii mil t 


who became the personal symbol of fee 
abortion issue that assumed an increas- 
ingly dominant, and divisive, role in 
American politics. Abortion opponents 
flooded his chambers wife tens of thou- 
sands of letters. ’ ‘Think of any name,’ ’ 
he said in a 1983 interview. “I’ve been 
called it in these letters.” 

Toward the end of his career on fee 
court, as the majority in favor of a con- 
stitutional right to abortion dwindled. 
Justice Blackman became another kind 


lidify the constitutional right to abor- 
tion. 

The case. Planned Parenthood v. Ca- 
sey reaffirmed whai it called the “es- 
sential holding" of Roe v. Wade. 

Justice Blackmun did not agree wife 
all of the opinion. He would have strode 
down all the reg ul ations in the 
Pennsylvania law that was before the 


“nasal New Jersey drawl” and “lumpy 
figure.” 

While portraying herself as unwitting 
victim, Ms. Lewinsky also is deeply self- 
critical and, at times, rips away whatever 
shards of privacy she had left Although 
it has been known previously feat she 
dated an older Pentagon colleague, she 
discloses that she learned she was preg- 
nant and had an abortion after the tnree- 
month relationship. 

The book paints an image of fee af- 
fectionate yet adolescent nature of her 
affair wife fee president She says that 


court, while fee plurality opinion upheld Mr. Clinton called her “Kiddo” when 


most of them. 

But in a separate opinion he wrote, 


she passed him on occasion in fee cor- 
ridors of the White House and that she 


“Just when many expected fee darkness reciprocated, addressing him as “Pres- 
to fall, fee flame has grown bright" ident Kiddo." 


ton loyalists note, from the story ofPanla 
Jones, who said Mr. Clinton did not 
force the issue when she turned down a 
crude sexual advance. 

Some aides pointed to recent rumors 
suggesting that Mr. Clinton had fathered 
an illegitimate child wife a prostitute. 
That story turned out to be false, ac- 
cording to the tabloid newspaper that 
first raised the issue. The lesson, these 
Clinton loyalists say, is that even if they 
cannot fulty trust the president’s denials, 
they know that many of the most sen- 
sational allegations about him fall flat . 

“You have to live with some un- 
certainty,” one of them said. “You just 
•ignore it and do your job." 


[ Away From Politics 

• Two men charged with the 
murder of & man whose body was 
set afire told investigators they 

i killed him because he was a ho- 
mosexual, police said. The victim of 
the Feb. 19 killin g, Billy Jack Gaith- 
er, 39, of Sylacanga, Alabama, was 
i known to both men. (AP) 

j • The American Red Cross named 
| Steve Bullock as its new president, 
replacing Elizabeth Dole, who 
resigned in January to consider a rmi 

i nomination. 6 ?^. Bulloc^fflffa'fee 
group’s first black president. (WP) 

• A 96-year-old man who struck 
and killed a 15-year-old girl wife his 
car and then fled the scene was 

sentenced to five years’ probation in 

Santa Monica. California. (AP) 


Disabled Students Win Court Ruling 


By Linda Greenhouse 

New York Tima Service 


who in many cases have met resistance required services do not fall within fee 
from school districts burdened by the excluded “medical services" category, 
mounting costs of special education. The Cedar Rapids Community School 

Without someone available at aD tunes. District in Iowa had argued that fee 
the boywould not have been able to attend question should be not whether a doctor 
school. The question was whether the or someone else provided fee services. 


.... mounting costs of special education. The Cedar Rapids Community School 

■WASHINGTON — Students with Without someone available at aD times. District in Iowa had argued that the 
disabilities who require special care dur- the boywould not have been able to attend question should be not whether a doctor 
ing fee school day are entitled to that school The question was whether the or someone else provided the services, 
care at public expense, fee U.S. Supreme parents had to pay for the full-time aide or but rather bow complex, continuous and 
Court has ruled, as long as fee services whether the school district trad that ob- expensive fee services were, a “nutl- 
et be provided by someone other than a ligation under a federal law, the Indi- tif actor test” requiring a detailed anal- 


Court has ruled, as long as fee services 
can be provided by someone otber than a 
doctor. 

The 7-to-2 decision issued Wednes- 
day upheld lower court rulings that re- 


vi duals wife Disabilities Education Act. ysis of each case. 


tifacior test" requiring a detailed anal- 


The 7-to-2 decision issued Wednes- which guarantees a “free appropriate Although the district argued that the 
day upheld lower court rulings that re- pubbe education” to students wife dis- cost would be more than $20,000 a year, 
quired an Iowa school district to provide abilities. The law provides that in additioa the majority opinion disputed this, not- 
a trained aide, to monitor fee needs of a to special education, school districts must ing that the boy, Ganet Frey, was already 
quadriplegic boy who was dependent on pay for “related services" but need not entitled to an aide who turned pages for 
a ventilator. pay for “medical services." him and kept his desk in order 

It was a substantial victory for fern- In ruling for the family, the court "This case is about whether mean- 
flies of children wife disabilities, who adhered to its view in a 1984 case that as in gful access to fee public schools will 
have become increasingly assertive long as a student’s physical needs can be be assured,” Justice John Paul Stevens 
about their rights under federal law and met by someone who is not a doctor, the said in fee majority opinion. 


DEATH: Germany Complains ofU.S. Unilateralism in Arizona Execution 


Continued from Page X 

Cyanide pellets were; dropped into a pan of 
sulfuric acid and water below his seat in the 
chamber. 

Witnesses said that as fee poisonous gas 
rose, he began coughing and gagged several 
times. A few minutes later, his head slumped. 
He coughed again, raised his head a fast time, 
and pitched forward. He was pronounced dead 

“Hus is barbaric and unworthy of a state 
based on the role of law," said Herta Daeu- 
bler-Gmelin, the German justice minister . “It 
is appalling the way fee death penalty is cel- 
ebrated in Arizona and used to help governors 
sod state prosecutors win re-election." 

Germany, like all European Union states, has 
no death penalty; Both buss Daeubler-Gmelin 
and Jcschka Fischer, the foreign minister, had 
appealed for clemency, saying the LaGrands 
had been denied their rights as Ge rman citizens 


because prosecutors did not infonn the German 
Consulate of their anest in 1982 until a decade 
later. 

But Governor Jane Hull of Arizona rejected 
the appeals, saying the LaGrands had enjoyed 
the same rights any American citizens would 
have had. 

Arizona officials, however, conceded that 
die Vienna Convention — under which the 
LaGrands should have been advised of their 
right to consular assistance at their trial — had 
not been observed. 

This apparent decision to ignore a conven- 
tion of which fee United Stares is a signatory 
enrag ed Germans on Thursday. 

“International laws were violated," said 
Claudia Roth, an environmentalist Green 
politician, “and that is unaccepteble." Miss 
Roth called in Parliament fra international 
sanctions against fee United States. 

Resentment has been rising here against 
what is' sometimes called “American unilat- 


eralism,” and fee way the LaGrands were 
executed added to this sentiment A similar 
refrain is heard in France, where a new word, 
hyperpuissance, or hyperpower, has been 
coined to portray what the French see as the 
arrogant American exploitation of an unprece- 
dented combination of political, cultural mil- 
itary and economic power. 

“This is another example of America setting 
its own priorities higher than international 
law,” Mr. Voigt said. “For Germany, inter- 
national law is the very foundation of our 
postwar identity, so we find this deeply dis- 
turbing. It is unilateralism at its worst.” 

Before his execution, Walter LaGrand’s case 
was heard Wednesday in the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague. After a special 
half-hour hearing, fee court urged the U.S 
government to use “all measures at its dis^ 
posal" to prevent fee execution. But fee court 
has no enforcement powers and its appeal was 
ignored. -rr7— 
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Nigeria Grants 
Pardons to 95 
Imprisoned by 
Ex-Dictator 


GootpBsi by Our Sag Fan Dapatka 

ABUJA Nigeria — Nigeria’s mil- 


lpcluduig a former deputy junta leader 
languishing on death row for allegedly 
planning a coup against die former dic- 
tator, General Sani Abacha. 

It was the latest in a series of steps to 
lower the political temperature since the 
death of General Abacha in June 1998. 

His successor. General Abdnlsalami 
Abubafcar, freed dozens of political de- 
tainees in the first weeks after he came to 
power, and he has embarked on moves to 
restore civil rule. 

* ’All those involved are to be released 
immediately,” Nigeria’s No. 2, Admiral 
Mike Akhigbe, said in the capital, 
Abuja, after a meeting of the ruling 
military council. 

Some political analysts said the par- 
dons had been granted in an attempt to 
calm unrest by anti-government milit- 
ants, who have rioted and conducted a 
series of attacks since Monday on police 
stations and barracks in Lagos. At least 
11 people are reported to have been 
killed in the disorder. 

Tbe attacks havebeen linked to radical 
youths who espouse separate statehood 
for the Yoruba people of southwestern 
Nigeria and who are protesting the elec- 
tion last weekend of Olusegun Obasanjo, 
a former military leader, as president. 

Late Wednesday, tire police increased 
security around Mr. Obasanjo ’s farm- 
house in Otta, about 100 kilometers (60 
miles) north of Lagos, after a police 
station in Otta was attacked, police of- 
ficers said on condition of anonymity. 
One policeman was killed in the attack 
on Wednesday, the officers said. 

Among the prisoners freed Wednes- 
day were senior military officers, in- 
cluding a framer deputy junta chief, 
General OladipoDiya, who has been on 
death row since early last year for al- 
legedly plotting to overthrow General 
Abacha. 

A senior military officer, Vice Ad- 
miral Okhai Ahigbe, said the pardons 
had been granted “in the spirit of re- 
conciliation,” state radio reported. 

Also released were 16 soldiers and 
officers jailed since 1995, allegedly for 
p lanning a coup agains t General 
Abacha, who summarily jailed and 
sometimes killed his rivals and human 
rights campaigners. 

Many if not all of the alleged coop 
plots that sent soldiers to prison are 
widely thought to have been invented by 
General Abacha as pretexts to imprison 
hispolitical enemies. 

The 95 also included Niran Malohi, 
editor of a Lagos newspaper, The Diet; a 
former minister of works and housing. 
Major General Abdulkareem Adisa; a 
former communications minister, Major 
General Tajudeen Olareowaju, and a 
former state governor. Colonel La wan 
Gwadabe. (Reuters, AP) 
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TAPPED OUT — A bus burning in Bhayander, a town about 50 kilometers north of Bombay, after it was 
set ablaze by Indians protesting Thursday against a lack of drinking water there for more than a week. 


Taleban Rift With bin Laden Reported 


By Tim Weiner 

New York Times Service 


WASHINGTON — The suspected 
terrorist Osama bin Laden and the Tale- 


ban, his protectors in Afghanistan, have 
had a violent falling-out, raising the pos- 


had a violent falling-out, raising the pos- 
sibility that his days of refuge may be 
numbered, according to senior Amer- 
ican officials. 

Three American officials and two rep- 
resentatives of the Taleban, which is me 
armed religions movement that runs Af- 
ghanistan, said Wednesday that a fight 
had broken out three weeks ago in 
Kandahar among Mr. bin Laden *s body- 
guards and a group of Taleban officials 
assigned to watch over him. 

After title fight, the officials said, Mr. 
bin f -flc lftn was expelled from Kandahar , 
tbe Afghan city m which he had taken 
refuge with his family. He was trans- 
ported to an isolated location in the 


Taleban official and the group's UN 
representative, said the fugitive had be- 
come a problem for his hosts. “His 
presence is not a benefit to the people of 
Af ghanis tan,” he said, but “a puzzle for 
the Afghan leadership” to solve, be- 
cause the Islamic Taleban cannot be seen 
to betray a fellow Muslim. 

The senior U.S. officials said they 
were not certain of Mr. bin Laden’s 
current location. Officially, tbe Taleban 
say they have no idea about Mr. ton 
Laden’s whereabouts. Privately, they 
are pondering what to do with hizn, a 
second Taleban representative said. 

They have sent an emissary to the 
United States asking bow to deal with 
him without being seen to double-cross 
him, and they have asked Sandi Arabia if 
it would take care of his wives and 
children, said the Taleban representa- 
tive, who requested anonymity, as did 


the American officials. 

Though mutual mistrust complicates 
any cooperation, the Taleban’s leaders 

have at least three ways to deal with him 

that would be acceptable to the United 
States, senior American officials said: 

• They could secretly arrange for 
members of another nation’s intelligence 
service to leant of his whereabouts. 

• They could deliver him discreetly to 
a neighboring country, where American 
law enforcement aim intelligence of- 
ficers could try to apprehend him. 

• They could keep Mr. bin Laden 
firmly under control^ incommunicado, 
in the hope that he might dwindle away 
as a source of anti-American terror. 

Some American officiate think thin 
last solution the best, since it holds no 
risk of mflkhig Mr. bin Laden a martyr, 
which could inspire fresh attacks against 
the United States from his followers. 


she was making it mote unlikely that air 
strikes would be used. For example, she 

ignored yet another NATO-backed bar- 
gaining deadline in prolonging the Ram- 
bonillet to bung ethnic Albanians 
back to the table. 

Ia the end, the RamboaxDet talks were 
suspended so the edutic Albanian ne- 
gotiators could consult political and 
guerrilla leaders about 'the plan for 
NATO-guaranteed autonomy in 
Kosovo, and the delegation is now being 
transformed into a provisional Kosovo 
government, excluding hard-liners hold- 
ing out far independence. In Belgrade, 
President Slobodan Milosevic continues 
resisting die Rambouillet plan for a 
NATO peacekeeping force. 

When negotiations resume, Mrs. Al- 
bright’s success could have unintended 
consequences, officials and analysts said, 
if European governments’ satisfaction 
that the Serbs and Kosovars were finally 
talking increases the allies' reluctance to 
go along with U.S. calls for air strikes to 
obtain Serbian concessions. 

Mrs. Albright's often strident bran- 
dishing of military threats, which earned 
her the nir-lmamc “ Madame Bomber” 

among her detractors, in Paris, left a 
disturbing impression among European 
officials that she was trigger-happy or, 
worse, blustering. A British official 
c omplaine d that “she was speaking 
loudly and carrying a toothpick, not a big 
stick, in her handbag.” 

Instead of intimidating the Yugoslav 
leader, she “probably increased skep- 
ticism about the credibility of NATO 
military action,” according to a senior 
policymaker in Europe! " 

“If NATO failed to act against Ser- 
bian troop buDdrups or even after tbe 


Services Institute in London. 

In bis view* Mrs. Albright made a 
crucial mistake in assuming a separate 
role in Rambouillet, because that 
shattered the fecade of trans-Adautic 
unity that had been crafted to convince 
the waning factions that they bad no 
scene to exploit divergences between 
the United States and its allies. 

The diplomatic script for Rambouillet 
cast the Europeans, notably France and , 
Britain co-sponsors of the talks, in the f): 
tending roles with pome responsibility 
for die negotiations and their afte rm a t h 

WATH t mmh inff nr 


a hfATO-led peacekeeping farce hugely 
staffed with European troops, not U.S. 
forces. 

This formulation, while ma sk i ng the 
fact thnf UJ5. muscle remained the core 
of Western action, had the advantage of 
reducing the risk of congressional op- 
position to a U.S. role in Kosovo and 


bolstering NATO’s credibility. 
l the climactic final hours at Ram- 


in the climactic final hours at Ram- 
bouiliet, the talks into a test of 

U.S. credibility when Mis. Albright’s 
European colleagues slipped into the 
wings while she was in the spotlight > 
trying to woo the ethnic Albanians into ' 
reconside ring tbe peace plan and NATO 
security guarantees. 

Officially, ha- claim that bombing re- 
mains an option is backed by London and 
even by Paris, where officials want to 
avoid a public quatrel with Washington ». 
over a theoretical problem that they do 
not expect to confront in practice. Unless 
confr o nted with a black-and-white chal- 
lenge such as Serbian atrocities against 
Kosovar civilians, NATO seems un- 
likely to get approval for air strikes from 
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massacre of civilians in December, why 
would anyone think that the alliance will 


would anyone think that the alliance will 
steel itself to launch air strikes now that 
there is at least a semblance of talking 
going on?” he asked. 

Indeed, Rambouillet, intended to 
make the warring factions accept a set- 
tlement, may have had the opposite ef- 
fect showing both Serbs and Koso- 
vars Unftt they ran « fa-mate talking and 
fighting and pursue the civil war ap- 
parently sought by extremists in both 
camps, according to Jonathan Eyal, di- 
rector of studies at the Royal United 


Afghan countryside and stripped of his 
satellite telephones, which U.S. officials 
said allowed him to plot with fellow 
radicals throughout the world. 

“There is friction between him and 
die Taleban,’ ’ a senior U.S. official said. 
“They have tried to constrain himfar the 
first time and tried to limit his com- 
munications. 

“It’s a good sign,” the official said, 
since it indicates that Mr. bin Laden, the 
Saudi exile indicted on charges of mas- 
terminding the deadly bombings of two 
American embassies in Africa in Au- 
gust, may have worn out his welcome 
with the Taleban, which has sheltered 
him since 1996. 

The Taleban previously had shown no 
sign it was willing to deliver Mr. bin 
Laden, American officials said. But one 
senior official said the Taleban had sent 
a clear si goal that its desire to protect Mr. 
bin Laden was waning. 

AJbdul Hakeem Mujahid, a senior 


Mexico’s Ruling Party, at 70, Ends a Tradition 


Renters 

MEXICO CITY — Mexico’s ruling 
Institutional Revolutionary Party 
marked its 70th birthday Thursday with 
a call to hold an open presidential 
primary for the first time in its history, 
ahead of crucial elections in 2000. 

The world’s longest-ruling political 
party, it has been in power since its 
foundation in 1929 but races its toughest 
challenge yet in elections next year amid 
growing support for parties on its left 
and right 

At a ceremony celebrating his party's 
anniversary. President Ernesto Zedillo 
said he would break from tradition and 
not handpick the party’s presidential 
candidate. 

“Today I reiterate with absolute clar- 


ity that I will not designate the PRI’s 
candidate for the presidency of (he re- 
public,” Mr. Zedillo said in a speech 
interrupted by applause from cabinet 
ministers, governors, legislators and 
party cadres — a handful of them with 
presidential ambitions of theft own. 

Under die Mexican Constitution 
adopted in 1917 after country's 
bloody revolution, presidents may not be 
re-elected after their six-year term. But 
die party has guaranteed continuity 
through die use of die so-called pres- 
idential dedazo, or pointing out, whereby 
the sitting president chooses die party’s 
candidate, dictating his successor. 

The process has been criticized as 
undemocratic and arcane, particularly in 
die face of eroding popularity for die 


governing party after repeated economic 
crises and political scandals in Mexico. 

Mr. Zedillo said he would use all the 
influence at his disposition to ensure that 
die party’s hew internal democracy is 
respected — an apparent warning to old- 
guard party hard-liners who migh t try to 
seize me opportunity to gain control of 
the candidate' selection jjjocess. “ 

The presided!' called for party mem- 
bers to clearly define foe rules for can- 
didate selection tty May 15. 

Mariano Palacios, the party's national 
president, said leaders would start next 
week hammering out rules for nom- 
inating the presidmtial candidate. Party 
officials said they expected the candi- 
date to be picked by Ortpber ahead of the 
July 2000 elections. 


“Symbolically, they bowed out at 
Rambouillet, signaling to their elector- 
ates that they can depend on the United 
States to produce solutions,” a NATO 
official said. Phrasing it more diplomat- 
ically, Robert Hunter, the U.S. delegate to 
NATO during Mr. Clinton’s first term, 
said thatMrs. Albright's threats ofNATO 
air strikes might have been mate credible 
if they had coroe from Robin Cook, die 
British foreign secretary and Hubert 
Vedrine, die French foreign minister, 
“because their coontries are mown to be 
reluctant to go down that road.” 

Defending Mrs. Albright’s action, 
James Rubm, the State Department 
spokesman, said that sire had to take the 
reins because die European govern- 
meats had shown themselves, once - 
again, unable to hand le a major crisis on 
their own doorstep. In his account, Mrs. 
Albright was essentially reprising tire 
intensive brokering done by Richard 
Holbrooke, a U.S. envoy, in handling 
previous showdowns with Belgrade. 

But that comparison betrays a serious 
misreading of the Rambouillet situation, 

Mr. Eyal said, by “implying that there 
was a deal to be done, that both sides were \ 

exhausted enough to want a settlement,” 
as Ihe waning parties in Bosnia did in the 
Dayton talks run by Mr. Holbrooke. 

Mr. Zoellick pat his finger on the 
same problem when he said that she 
seemed to ignore evidence at Rambouil- 
let pointing to deep flaws in her overall 
approach to Kosovo. 

Mrs. Albright has voiced no second 
thoughts about Rambonillet, concentrat- 
ing instead on getting assort from tire 
ethnic Albanians. . ... 
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X-Rays of a Hair Can Detect Breast Cancer, Researchers Find 


By Rick Weiss 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — Sophisticated X-ray studies 
conducted on a single hair may reveal whether a 
woman has breast cancer and could ultimately help 
doctors diagnose other cancers, new research sug- 
gests. 

The surprising Knlr between breast cancer and 
microscopic changes in hair structure remains un- 
explained, said Veronica James, who led tire research 
at the University of New South Wales in Australia. 
Others cautioned that, although the test appeared 
highly accurate, it had been tested on too few women 
to show how useful it would be. 

If the test’s value is confirmed, however, it could 


be done for a few dollars on hairs received by mail 
and could be offered to women without access to 
mammograms, said Tom Irving of the Illinois In- 
stitute of Technology in C h icago. 

Mrs. James, Mr. Irving and three colleagues found 
that hairs from breast-cancer patients generated atyp- 
ical X-ray images when they were exposed to high- 
intensity beams from a synchrotron, a radiation- 
generating machine bigger than a football field. 

The technique sometimes erred if women had 
penned or colored their hair in tire past three months. 
But when Mrs. James switched to pubic hair, the 
results were 100 percent accurate. 


Combined results of scalp and pubic -hair tests, 
blished Thursday in tbe journal Nature, were pos- 


publisbed Thursday in tbe journal Nature, were pos- 
itive for all 23 women diagnosed with breast cancer. 


Only some of the women had undergone treatment, so 
the test was not responding to that. And none had 
been treated with chemotherapy, which affects hair. 

Inexplicably, the test was also positive for all five 
women who (fid not have cancer bat who had both a 
family history of breast cancer and a mutation in the 
BRCA1 gene, which together confer high odds of 
getting breast cancer. 

It was also positive in one of eight healthy women 
with a family history of breast cancer but no BRCA1 
mutation and in three of 20 healthy women with no 
special risk factors. 

Stuart Yuspa, a hair expert at the National Cancer 
Institute, said erf the test: “ The implications are very 
important. But at this point it seems preliminary, and 
people should not jump to conclusions.” 
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PILOT: Court-Martial Clears V.S. Marine Aviator in 20 Ski Lift Deaths in Italy 


Continued from Page 1 


this month. Charges against crew mem- 
bers who were in the rear cockpit daring 
the accident were dropped last summer. 

The Marine Corps had been accused 
of bowing to political pressure created 
by outrage in Italy over the accident, ami 
the verdict brought renewed criticism. 

“1 think it’s time, now that the truth 
has come out in the courtroom, for the 
Marine Cons to look back at how this 
trial came about, and I think it’s time for 
Congress, perhaps, to look at the Marine 
Craps once all these issues are resolved 


INDONESIA: 


Bank Reform Stalled 

Continued from Page 1 


and look at what went wrong,” Mr. 
Spinner said at a news conference after 
the verdict 

Speaking briefly before reporters. 
Captain Ashby did not discuss toe ver- 
dict or take any questions. 

“All I realty want to say is this has 
been a tragedy for all involved, and my 
heart, my thoughts and prayers go out to 
the victims of this tragedy.” he said. He 
did not answer a question about whether 
he would ever fly again for the Marine 
Corps. 

The accident ended the lives of 20 
people from countries across Europe, 
including seven friends from one town in 
Eastern Germany, a mother from Poland 
and her 12 year-old son, and a Belgian 
law student and her fiancee. 

‘ ‘They're in shock about this verdict,* ’ 
said John Arthur Eaves, Jr., an attorney 
representing some of the family mem- 
bos, many of whom attended the trial 


The U.S. gover nment had alleg ed that 
Captain Ashby was flying too low and 
too fast during a low-level training mis- 
sion when his Prowler EA-6B hit cables 
carrying the gondola near Cavalese, 
Italy, on Feb. 3, 1998. 

Jury members declined to comment, 
citing the pending cases. 


I Indignati on and Shock in Italy 


Italians were stunned and indignant at 
the acquittal, The Associated Press re- 
ported from Rome 

“It’s a shameful verdict,” said Klaus 
Stampfl, the son of one of the victims, 
Maria Steiner. 60, a retired shopkeeper 
from northern Italy. 

“It was certainly not a serious trial, 
not as serious as it would have been in 
Italy,” said Mr. Stampfl. who attended a 
few sessions of Captain Ashby’s trial. “I 
had the impression that they were almost 
having fim at the hearings.” 


Maria Sterner was one of three Italians 
who were killed, along with two Poles, 
seven Germans, five Belgians, two Aus- 
trians and one Dutch person. 

“The verdict is disturbing,” Prime 
Minister Massimo D’Alema of Italy told 
RAI state television in an interview from 
tbe United States, where he was to meet 
Friday with President B21 Clinton. “We 
expected that justice would be done.” 

“We are asking for justice and we 
shall explore all the; legal ways to ensure 
that those who are responsible are held 
liable,” Mr. D’Alema said. 

The mayor of Cavalese, Manro 
Gilmozza, called the verdict “the de- 
fense of a war machine.” 

Achille Occfaetto, the president of the 
foreign affairs committee of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies, said: “In tire face 
at many dead and such clear respon- 
sibility, this verdict is an act of arrogance 
and prevarication.” 


announcement 

But in an interview with a local news- 
paper, Bisnis Indonesia, he scoffed at the 
suggestion that a single business ex- 
ecutive could delay a major government 
decision. 

Executives here said that in the past 
few days. Bank Nusa Nasional has 
raised enough capital to stay alive. 

Under the government’s ambitious 
plan, it would carve bad loans out of the 
hanks and inject £34 billioo in fresh cap- 
ital into them. But first, it would winnow 
out banks that are hopelessly indebted. 

To avoid being dosed, die banks must 
prove they can increase their capital to 4 
percent of their total assets. 


Inspector Fears Spy Charge Crimps UN Arms Hunt 


By John M. Goshko 

Washington Past Service 


The government would provide 80 
rccct of the funds to do that. Bui the 


percent of tbe funds to do that. Bui the 
banks must raise the other 20 percent. 

Even with such massive government 
support, that is an impossible task for 
many Indonesian banks. 


NEW YORK — The chief of United Nations arms 
inspectors says that allegations that the United Stares used 
his organization to spy on Iraq could jeopardize arms control 
by making governments suspicious about whether ostens- 
ibly independent verification is a cover for espionage. 

'‘If people think they’re entering into serious arms control 
verification regimes and find that someone’s sneaking in 
through the back, then we’re in serious trouble,' 1 ’ said Richard 
Butler, the Australian diplomatwho is executive chairman of 
the UN Special Commission that is charged with finding and 
eliminating Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Butler took part in what was billed as “a con- 
versation” with a public television interviewer, Charlie 
Rose, at tbe Council on Foreign Relations in New York to 
respond to an artide Tuesday in The Washington Post It 


said U.S. intelligence agents used inspection teams of the 
Special Commiskm, without Mr. Butler’s knowledge, to 
obtain information for the Clinton administration’s cam- 


Asked what he knew about die aUegations/Mr. Butler 
replied: “My answer couldn’t be simpler: Nothing.* 4 
He asked rhetraicalty: “Did someone piggyback on ns 
for their own purposes? I don’t know.” 

Mr. Butler noted that “U.S. sources' have shifted their 
position a few times” when asked to confirm whether the 
United States, as rep orted, penetrated the Special Ccan- 
mision for its own intelligence purposes, and he said he wiB 
try to find out exactly what the U.S. involvement was. 

However, be insisted “the core issue” is not whether tbe 
United States spied on the Iraqis but Iraq’s systematic and 
defiant insistence on doing everything it could to prevent the 
United Nations from learning the truth about its prohibited 
weapons. 


Although the new U.S. tariff sanc- 
tions were conditional,. U.S. officials 
said Wednesday, European i mp or te rs 
will have to post braids with the Customs 
Service to cover them, a step that would 
effectively price most of tbe goods oat af 
the U.S. market 

Although the penalties technically 
would not be collected unless a World 
Trade Organization panel approved the 
amount involved — a ruling that is ex- 
pected in a few weeks — the move 
would inflict immediate pain on pro- 
ducers, shippers and importers by mak- 
ing it risky for them to continue trans- 
porting the targeted goods into the 
United States. 

Separately, the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives voted Wednesday to ban the 
British and French supersonic jetliner, . 
the Concorde, from landing in the 
United States. The measure now goes to 
the Senate. 

The ban would be retaliation for a 
European ruling that would stop many 
older American airplanes from landing 
in Europe. American officials contend 
Europe’ s restriction is intended to pro- 
mote the sale of new ragines and aircraft 
made by European manufacturers. - 

The European Commission, the EU’s 
executive arm, made it clear it had no 
intention of abandoning its plan to out- 
law the use of so-called hush kits on 
noisy aircraft from April 1,2002, despite 
the U.S. threat to ban Concordes. 

“We have no intention of reversing a 
decision that everyone in Europe sup- 
ports,” a spokeswoman, Sarah Lambert 
said, according to ‘ Agence 
France-Presse. 

Sir Leon, the European trade com- 
missioner, said Thursday that the EU 
would not respond to the new U.S. tariffs 
linkftd to the banana dispute until the 
World Trade Organisation ruled on the 
dispute, a gesture that appeared to leave 
a door open for negotiations in the com- 
ing weeks. 

“Our door remains open,” said a 
spokesman for die U.S. trade nepresec- 
tative, Charlene Barshefsky. ‘ ‘ Our No. 1 
objective would be to achieve a ne- 
gotiated solution.” 

But Ms. Barshefsky herself made 
clear that Washington would not back 
down on sanctions, acid she said it was up 
to tbe Europeans to amend their banana 
import system rather than seek to drag 
out the WTO appeals process. 

“Bananas is a case where Europe has 
four times lost op the question ofwbeth- 
er its banana regime is legal under global 
roles,” Ms. Barshcfsky &aid in Beijing. 


British Jets Strike 
Iraqi Defense Site 


LONDON — British warplanes 
attacked an air defense site near tbe 
southern Iraqi city of Basra, on 
Thursday, defense officials said. 

*T can confirm we have attacked 
an aft defense site near Basra,” a 
spokesman said. ‘Tmafraidno oth- 
er details are available. All our 
planes involved returned safely.” 

Britain earlier ann ounced that the 
roles of engagement covering its 
joint patrols with the United States 
of theftaq no-flight zones have been 
changed in response to an increas- 
ing number of attacks on their pi- 
lots. 

Defense Secretary George 
Robertson told Parliament in an 
emergency statement that tbe op- 
erations were still “purely defen- 
sive” in nature 'and that strikes 
against Iraqi military sites were in 
response to precise attacks aimed at 
allied pilots. (Reuters) 




Cuba Calls Its Foes 
U.S.-Paid Traitors 


HAVANA — The Cuban gov- 
ernment, responding to foreign crit- 
icism over its trial of the island’s 
best-known opposition figures, de- 
nounced the dissidents on Thursday 
as U.S.-funded traitors and mercen- 
aries; 

“Thore who so repugnantly act 
in the service of the power which 
attacks our country are more. 
just violators of one or various ar- 
ticles of die penal code; they are real 
traitors to the nation, ” said foe 
Communist Party daily Gr amwa in a 
Stanly worded front-page article 
that ran over three pages. 

Cuba tried, the so-called “Group 
of Four” dissidents for wtitin n, 
blocked foreign observers from foe 
court and temporarily rounded up 
scores of its opponents. (Reuters) 


For the Record 


South Africa’s Truth Commis- 
siob rejected Thursday an wnnyai 
bid for collective amnesty from 27 
s®uior members of the governing 
African National Congress for 






foe anti-apartheid struggle. . (WP) 
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Kosovo War Gives Cover for Murder 

Serb Villagers Live in Fear of Nighttime Abductions by ‘Terrorists’ 
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VEUKAHOCA, Yugoslavia-— The 
whole village turned out, some 300 

n le gathered on die hillside beside a 
1 12th-cenony Serbian Orthodox 
chapel. They were burying a villager, a 
man of 42, who’ was kidnapped Saturday 
and handed back dead a few days later. 

Peasant women in homespun aprons 
and head scarves, and men, mostly farm- 
ers. their hands in their pockets, climbed 
the mud track and stood among the 
graves in the sunshine. 

Dobrivoje Savalic was a victim of a 
sinister trend in die war in Kosovo. While 
Serbian fences and guerrillas of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army are engaged in 
a series of dashes around the province. 


Deadline for Coalition in Ulster 
Looks ‘Difficult,’ Britain Says 


Reuters 

LONDON — Britain may set a new 
deadline for setting up a coalition cab- 
inet-like executive in Northern Ireland if 
current attempts to break a stalemate do 
not succeed by Wednesday, a spokes- 
man for Prime Minister Tony Blair said 
Thursday. 

Stressing that the ori ginal data next 
week was a target rather than a deadline, 
the spokesman said, “March 10 is look- 
ing difficult” 

Asked whether the government might 
set a firm deadline to force a break- 
through in talks, he agreed but declined 
to say what might happen if it were not: 
met 

During negotiations a year ago on the 
Belfast peace agreement Mr. Blair suc- 
cessfully used the tactic of a firm dead- 
line for agreement to pressure the war- 
ring politicians to compromise. 

Implementation of the peace agree- 
ment has been stalled because Ulster 
Unionist leader David Trimble, die 
province’s designated first minister, re- 
fuses to sit in an executive cabinet with 
Sinn Fein until its military wing, the 
Irish Republican Anny, disarms. 

Mr. Blair has publicly supported Mr. 
Trimble’s call for the IRA to start an 
aims handover, stepping np pressure on 
Sinn Fein. 

On Thursday his spokesman, made 
clear that the government was deter- 
mined that the handover of powers to a 
devolved administration in Belfast 
would go ahead. 

“It’s got to happen.” the spokesman 
said; “We are absolutely confident if 
will happen.” ’• ■ 


He declined to say whether the gov- 
ernment was considering die formation 
of an executive cabinet without Sinn 
Fein — a move that could trigger an end 
to the IRA’s cease-fire. 

■ Mr. Trimble held talks in Dublin on 
Thursday with Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem of Ireland, who has also called on 
the IRA to begin decommissioning its 
weapons before entering government. 

The Good Friday agreement, signed 
last April 10, established a complex 
political blueprint for the province in- 
cluding a promise of a share in political 
power for Sinn Fein and a two-year 
deadline for decommissioning. 

The comments by Mr. Blair’s spokes- 
man coincided with efforts in Belfast by 
his secretary for Northern Ireland. Mo 
Mowlam, to bridge the gap between the 
pro-British Protestant party led by Mr. 
Trimble and Catholic nationalists. 

She has already indi c a ted that die 
target, date for setting up the assembly 
may slip from next week until the end of 
March. 

For its part, die IRA has vowed not to 
turn in the arsenal it used to fight a 30- 
year opposition to British rule — at least 
until it sees political progress. 

Sinn Fein says it is doing all it can to 
bring about disarmament but says Mr. 
Trimble is injecting "a new condition, as 
last year’s Good Friday accord only set a 
finishing date for the process, of May 
2000. 

The 

seeing ... 
estants against Irish Republican vio- 
lence. have equally insisted they will not 
disarmuntiTthe IRA starts.' 


WWi 

The IRA’s pro-British loyalist foes, 
sing themselves as defenders of Prot- 


there is a less obvious war in which 
people disappear, or are killed stealthily, 
often at night and often close to home. 

The killings are almost always un- 
explained, but most seem to be "score- 
settling or revenge attacks between 
Serbs and ethnic Albanians. 

The district around this Serbian village 
in southwestern Kosovo has seen almost 
one killing a day in the last two weeks. 

“They are criminal acts of murder,” 
said one international monitor working 
in the region. * ‘Eight people were killed 
in as many days. You cannot attribute 
the murders to either side; they are just 
dead bodies on the side of the road” 

Mr. Savalic, a father of three, had gone 
with his brother just beyond the village 
to chop wood They were kidnapped by 
armed men and beaten, according to 
villagers. Three days later they were 
handed back — Dobrivoje Savalic dead 
and his brother badly injured. 

It is not clear who the kidnappers 
were, but they were almost certainly 
ethnic Albanians. International monitors 
from the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe arranged the re- 
turn of the beaten man and his brother's 
body through members of the Kosovo 
Liberation Army, who were apparently 
very embarrassed by the incident. 

There was no doubt in the minds of the 
residents of Velika Hoca.as to who was 
guilty. Emotions spilled over inside the 
tiny chapel, as mourners brushed by the 
centuries-old frescos on the walls to lay 
flowers on the open coffin and kiss the 
body. Men wept, and the dead man’s 
father collapsed outside on the grass. 

“It is hard to say farewell to Dobrivo- 
je, killed by terrorists,” a mourner said in 
a speech over the grave. “His death re- 
news all our memories of kidnapped rela- 
tives and friends of the past months.” 

“They want to empty Kosovo of all 
Serbs,” he went on. “Nothing is safe 
from the terrorists, not family nor chil- 
dren.” 

The Serbian authorities, and almost all 
Serbs in the ethnic-Albanian-dominated 
province, describe t he guerrillas as ter- 
rorists. Velika Hoca, and the neighbor- 
ing village of Zociste, are purely Serbian 
arid lie in an area controlled by the rebels. 
Wooded hills rise up around the village 
and the villagers say they are trapped. 

Serbian police regularly, and a police 
armored vehicle guarded the road during 
the funeral. But me villagers are mostly 
left to themselves. 

The Reverend Milenko Dragicevic, 
the Orthodox priest who gave a 
graveside sermon, said later: “Outside 
of Hoca, beyond what you can see. there 
is no more freedom anymore. That was 
the point of my speech. They went out of 
this cradle and look what happened.” 

After the service. Mr. Dragicevic said 
he knew of 40 cases of missing Serbs 
since the war began a year ago. Es- 
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The body of Dobrivoje Savalic lying next to his grave before burial 
Wednesday. A Serb civilian, Mr. Savalic was chopping wood with his 
brother when they were kidnapped, allegedly by ethnic Albanian rebels. 


timates for missing ethnic Albanians 
range from dozens to hundreds. 

Among the mourners in Velika Hoca 
were five Serbian women who said they 
had been forced at gunpoint to leave their 
homes one night in July. The men were 
separated from the women and were 
marched into the woods. Since that night, 
the 16 Serbian men have not been seen. 

“We do nor know if they arc alive or 
dead,” said Petra Costic, who lost two 
sons that night. “We just want to know 
what happened.” 

The ethnic Serbs in Kosovo represent 
only 10 percent of the population, and 
despite the heavy presence of the 
Yugoslav Army and of police, the village 
communities feel at risk. They invariably 
express a determination to stay on in their 
ancient villages where their ancestors are 
buried, but their determination is a mix- 
ture of aggression and fear. 


“I have never thought of leaving." 
said Mrs. Costic. “I am not a politician. 
I do not know these things. I am just a 
mother fighting to know if my sons are 
alive or dead.” 

■ Four Serbs Reported Killed 

Serbian sources said four Serbs, in- 
cluding two from the security forces, 
were killed in Kosovo on Thursday, 
Reuters reported from Pristina, the pro- 
vincial capital. 

Serbian security forces continued to 
show a heavy presence throughout 
Kosovo, with troops and armored ve- 
hicles moving around on main roads. 

The sources said two Serbian brothers 
and a policeman were killed in separate 
incidents overnight and that the soldier 
son of one brother was missing. A Ser- 
bian Army officer was also killed in 
fighting on Wednesday. 
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Ex-Mistress Accuses 
Dumas in Scandal 

PARIS — Roland ‘ Dumas, a 
former foreign minister, was ac- 
cused Thursday by his former mis- 
tress in a wide-ranging investiga- 
tion into corruption at the French oil 
giant EJf Aquitaine. 

Denying previous statements. 
Christine Devjers-Joncour admitted 
in an interview that she had bought a 
dozen antique Greek statues for Mr. 
Dumas with 264,029 francs 
($44,000) provided by Alfred Sir- 
ven, a former Elf-Aquitaine exec- 
utive, and said he pledged in 19S9 to 
find her a job with the conglom- 
erate, then owned by the state. 

The statements, issued both in an 
interview with the Paris- Match 
magazine as well as to investigating 
magistrates, threaten to trigger new 
legal action against Mr. Dumas 
who, as head of the Constitutional 
Council, is fifth in the state hier- 
archy. 

Mrs. Deviers-Joncour’s turn- 
about followed 15 months of in- 
terviews and statements to magis- 
trates in which she and Mr. Dumas 
denied that he found her a job as a 
lobbyist for Elf or that he benefited 
personally. I AFP) 

Suicide Bomber 
Succeeds in Turkey 

DIYARBAKIR, Turkey — A 
suspected Kurdish suicide-bomber 
killed herself and wounded four ci- 
vilians on Thursday in an attack in 
the southeastern city of Batman, ac- 
cording to security officials. 

They said the woman, thought to 
be a member of Abdullah Ocalan’s 
Kurdish Workers Party, set off a 
bomb in the main square. 

The security officials said that the 
target of the attack was a police 
station in the square, but that the 
bomb exploded before the woman 
reached the building. 

Turkey has seen sporadic violent 
protests against the capture of Mr. 
Ocalan last month by Turkish spe- 
cial forces in Kenya. He faces a 
possible death penalty. (Reuters) 

For the Record 

The trial of the last living World 
War II concentration camp com- 
mander, Dinko Sakic. was ad- 
journed in Zagreb. Croatia, on 
Thursday shortly after it opened, 
when the defendant was declared 
unfit to stand trial. (Reuters) 
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Albright Presses Asians 
On Khmer Rouge Trial 


By Keith B. Richburg 

Washington Post Serrice 

JAKARTA — Secretary of State 
addeine Albright said the UnttedStaies 
in ted to see the top Khmer Rouge lead- 
! in Cambodia brought .before an m- 
national genocide tribunal, and she dis- 
issed the warning of Prime Minister 
in Sen that such a trial could trigger a 
iewed civil war in the country. 

“We want these tern leaders to be 
ought to justice, ana we support an 
e mati onal tribunal,” Mrs. Albright 
id at a wess conference in Bangkok 
th the Thai foreign minister, Surra 
tsuwan. “We disagree with the point 
it Hun Sen and others in his leadership 
ve made that bringing these people to 
rtice would be destabilizing. 

“To the contrary ,” Mrs. Albright 
id, “we think it is the only way to 
:onciliation.” 

In a letter sent Thursday to the UN 
:retary-general, Kofi Atm a n , Mr. Hun 
n said that while his government 
lever rejected the accountability of the 
imer Rouge leaders for the crimes of 
nocide,” he was raging caution bo- 
use a tribunal could nsk the country s 
Lgile national reconciliation. 

Mr Hun Sen has pursued a policy of 
ring Khmer Rouge guerrillas in from 
; jungle with a grant of amnesty and by 
owing them a kind of semi-autonomy 
their traditional stronghold around the 
m mining town of Pailin, on the Thai- 
unbodian border. 

“If improperly and heedlessly coa- 
cted,” Mr- Hub Sen wrote, me tnals 
Khmer Rouge would panic other 
rmer Khmer Rouge officers and Its 
ilc-and-fUe. who have already sur- 
idered, into trailing back to the jungle 
d renewing the guerrilla war in Cara- 

The prime minister said Cambodia 
is studying idea of establishing a 

“truth coimms- 

m,” one that co uld S rant ,^ n g ty e l 0 
rmer Khmer Rouge cadres m ex 
anee for confessions of past crimes. 

^ Albright, however, said 

iited States would reject the buth 
\ truth comrmsson * ** a^bshhhe 
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latest autonomy proposal was rejected. 

' Mrs. Albright spent the bulk of her 
meeting here with Foreign Minister Ali 
Alatas discussing the continuing nego- 
tiations over East Timor’s fete. She ex- 
pressed concern about reports that mi- 
litia units in East Timor, opposed to 
independence and fevering the territo- 
ry’s integration into Indonesia, were en- 
gaging in a campaign of violence and 
intimidation with weapons supplied by 
die Indonesian military. 

“We are concerned about the reports 
we have heard and also about the vi- 
olence,” she said. 

Mr. Alatas said the reports that the 
mihtaiy had aimed the pro-integrationist 
militias were “totally unfounded.” He 
said the government had reactivated a 
long-existing “people’^ auxiliary 
guard” unit anned with wooden sticks to 
help maintain security in the troubled 
province. But he added, “We do con- 
cede that, unfortunately — and we are 
deeply concerned to note it — - there have 
been instances lately of clashes.” 

He said the East Timor violence 
marked “some degree of consolidation 
of forces on both sides” of die inde- 
pendence question, adding dial “we are 
doing all we can to overcome the situ- 
ation.” He said that the weapons being 
used there "“are definitely not firearms 
supplied by our armed forces.” 

Mr. Alatas warned of the risk of more 
violence if the world community insisted 
. on a referendum in East Timor as the only 
way to gauge whether people there want 
die kind of broad autonomy sow being 
offered, or outright independence. 

In UN-brokered talks with Portugal. 
East Timor’s framer colonial power, In- 
donesian officials have rejected die idea 
of a referendum in favor of some un- 
specified “consultation” process with 
the people of East Timor to measure 
their sentiment. Portugal,, and Timorese 
independence leaders, are insisting on a 
. referendum as the fairest, most demo- 
cratic way to settle the question. 

In warning against a referendum, Mr. 
Alatas raised die specter of a new UN 
peacekeeping force thar would be 
. needed to police die territory in advance 
of such a vote. A referendum, he said* 
would require Indonesia to dismantle its 
existing government in the territory and 
withdraw its troops, and a peacekeeping 
force would have to be sent in.. “who 
wiUfootthebill?”heasked. “Whowill 
send the troops?” . 

Mis. Albright said the United Stales 
remained “open to suggestions” other 
than a full-fledged referendum. But she 
said any alternative process had to be 
“credible means to discern die will of 
the Timorese people.” 





, EJy Pammu/Afcnce FramT-Pitv* 

A student protester hitting a soldier with a flagpole on Thursday in a street battle in the Indonesian capital. 
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Anwar’s Lawyer Urges Charges 
Be Brought Against Police Chief 

KUALA LUMPUR — A Lawyer for Anwar Ibrahim, the 
former deputy prime minister being tried on 10 counts of 
corruption and sodomy, urged the authorities Thursday to 
charge a former police chief with attempted murder for 
assaulting Mr. Anwar after his arrest last year. 

The lawyer, Karpal Singh, addressed a royal commission 
on its last day of hearings on injuries that Mr. Anwar 
suffered after being arrested in September. 

A former inspector-general of the police, Abdul Rahim 
Noor, has admitted hitting Mr. Anwar on the night of his 
arrest but says Mr. Anwar provoked him by calling him 
“father of dogs.” 

Mr. Anwar, who denies the charges against him, was 
fired and arrested in September. His trial is at the heart of 
political turbulence in Malaysia. 

Mr. Rahim’s lawyer told the commission there were no 
grounds for charging the former police chief with attempted 
murder, which carries a maximum penalty of 20 years in 
jaiL 

Doctors have told the commission that Mr. Anwar was 
lucky to have survived the beating, saying he had received 
blows to “lethal areas” of the neck and forehead. 

The commission is to submit a report soon. ( Reuters ) 

Afghan Factions to Hold Talks 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Afghanistan’s waning fac- 
tions will hold face-to-face talks to try to find a peaceful end 
to their protracted conflict, the United Nations special 
envoy I Ahriar Brahimi said Thursday. 


With roughly 90 percent of Afghanistan under its control, 
the Taleban religious militia will meet their northern-based 
opponents on March 10 on neutral territory in the Turkmen 
capital, Ashkabad. 

Mr. Brahimi warned, however, that a failure at the 
negotiation table would mean another season of blood- 
letting on the battlefield. ( A P) 

Taipei Mayor Visits Hong Kong 

HONG KONG — Once denied entry into Hong Kong. 
Mayor Ma Ymg-jeou of Taipei, the Taiwanese capital, was 
allowed to come into the Chinese-controlled tenitoiy 
Thursday, but not in his official capacity. 

Mr. Ma planned to meet Friday with Hong Kong op- 
position political figures, while learning about Hong 
Kong’s efforts to clean up the environment and lessen the 
threat of landslides in the mountainous territory. 

Mr. Ma applied to visit Hong Kong as a private citizen in 
1997 to observe the territory’s transfer from British to 
Chinese rule but was turned down. China does not rec- 
ognize the authority of any Taiwanese leaders. (AP ) 

Chinese Dam Dislocates Millions 

China will move 2 million more people in a new wave of 
relocations to dear the way for the giant Three Gorges Dam, 
state media said Thursday. 

The dam, the biggest hydroelectric project in the world, is 
intended to control flooding along the Yangtze River and 
supply power for development. 

Due for completion in 2009. the dam will create a 500- 
kiiomerer-long / 350- mile-long) lake, inundating thousands 
of homes. (AP) 


Troops Rout 
Anti-Habibie 
Demonstrators 
In Jakarta 
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JAKARTA — Indonesian troops 
punched and beat rock- thro wing stu- 
dents who took to the streets of the 
capital Thursday, calling on President 
B. J. Habibie to resign. 

The protest by several hundred people 
was die first violent ami-government 
demonstration in Jakarta in more than a 
month. Witnesses said a news photo- 
grapher and two students were injured. 
Some were bleeding after being nit by 
rocks. Police said about one dozen pro- 
testers were arrested. 

' The students had marched from a uni- 
versity campus to a monument com- 
memorating the founding of Indonesia 
in 1945. 

Troops blocked them from marching 
farther after police said they did not have 
a protest permit. The two sides clashed 
several times before dispersing. 

Protest organizers called for Mr. 
Habibie to be replaced by a transitional 
administration. 

Mr. Habibie, who has promised great- 
er democracy for the world’s fourth- 
most populous nation, has scheduled a 
parliamentary election for June 7. A new 
president is to be selected by a special 
assembly later in the year. 

Student protests played a pivotal role 
in the ouster last May of President 
Suharto after 32 autocratic years in 
power. Last year, thousands of students 
regularly staged sometimes violent 
street protests against Mr. Habibie’s 
government despite its program for 
political reform. 

Also on Thursday, about 700 sup- 
porters of Mr. Suharto rallied peacefully 
outside the office of Indonesia’s attor- 
ney genera] and demanded an end to an 
official corruption investigation of the 
former leader. (Reuters, AFP, AP) 

■ 48 Parties to Contest Election 

Indonesia’s first open parliamentary 
election in decades will involve 48 polit- 
ical parties, raising the possibility of a 
fragmented Parliament with no dear 
majority, some analysis and officials 
said, Reuters reported from Jakarta. 

But an independent political analyst. 
Mochtar Buchori, said the huge number 
of parties would split the votes and in- 
crease the chances of former President 
Suharto’s Golkar party retu rning l0 
power. 

The huge number of political parties 
effectively ends the three-party svstem 
set up by Mr. Suharto. 
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Iran Votes for Change 


America Should Help 

The power of democracy is altering 
Iran. Reported results from municipal 
elections show that Iranians over- 
whelmingly supported moderate politi- 
cians associated with President Mo- 
hammed Khatami. Tire voting mirrored 
the presidential election that swept Mr. 
Khatami to power two years ago. Al- 
though conservative clerics remain the 
paramount rulers of Iran. Iranians 
clearly are impatient to lift religious 
repression and transform their country. 

Iran's constitution, adopted after 
Ayatollah Khomeini's 19 79 Islamic 
revolution, provides for local elections, 
but none were held. Mr. Khatami called 
last Friday's vote hoping to create a 
more decentralized civil society that 
could support his agenda of political 
and social change. His gamble appar- 
ently paid off- The winners included 
liberal clerics like Abdoliah Noun, a 
Khatami ally who was forced out of tire 
national cabinet last year by clerical 
conservatives and who has now been 
elected to the Tehran city council. 

The high turnout that carried many 
moderate candidates to vjctoiy may 
now embolden Mr. Khatami to take 
further conciliatory steps reward 
America. Washington would benefit 
greatly from a more moderate and in- 
ternationally responsible Iran, and 
should do what it can to encourage 
change. While continuing to support 
exchanges by sports teams and cultural 


groups, the Clinton administration 
should begin to ease trade restrictions 
against Iran in ways that would have 
the most impact on ordinary Iranians. 

The White House rightly insists that 
normal relations cannot be completely 
restored until Iran stops trying to build 
nuclear and other unconventional 
weapons, severs links with terrorism 
and accepts peacemaking efforts be- 
tween Israeli and Arab leaders. Iran has 
distanced itself from terror and now 
concedes the Palestinians' right to 
make peace with Israel. If further steps 
can be taken, the Mideast will be a safer 
place and Iran may resume its tradi- 
tional role as a counterweight to Iraq. 

Specifically, the White House should 
approve a request by an American trad- 
ing company to sell 3 million tons of 
grain and 400,000 tons of sugar re- 
quested by the Iranian government. 
President Bill Clinton ought to ease 
restrictions on imports of Iranian car- 
pets, leaving in place only measures to 
discourage the exploitation of child - 
labor. Neither step requires congres- 
sional action. American food sales 
would make it easier for the Khatami 
government to subsidize the diet of fam- 
ilies hun by collapsed world oil prices. 
Permitting carpet imports would allow 
die creation or many new Iranian jobs. 

Iran's people have once again voted 
for change. America should welcome 
their- democratic choice and extend 
new opportunities for friendship. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Harsh Rule Remains 

In a view that has gained broad sup- 
port in the West, the vote in Iran be- 
speaks popular confidence in a by -now 
proven moderate who has put a popular 
foundation under his brave challenge 
of the hard-line fundamentalists in 
Tehran. To some, this is the time to end 
diplomatic hesitation and, by lifting the 
U.S. embargo, back Iran's reformers in 
their effort to join the West. 

But is it so simple as that? There is no 
denying the bravery of the “re- 
formers," especially of the street dem- 
onstrators, including many women, an 
abused class in Iran. President Mo- 
hammed Khatami has his own place 
among the reformers. However, only 
the lower ramparts of government ap- 
pear to be open to democratic pro- 
cedure. Parliament, the intelligence and 
judicial systems, the foreign policy ap- 
paratus and the security and defense 
establishments apparently stay under 
the traditional-clerical control of the 
man called supreme leader. Ayatollah 
Sayed Ali Khamenei. 

Just weeks ago an ugly sequence of 
killings, stabbings and mysterious 
deaths unfolded among well-known 
dissidents and writers. A tug of war 
then took place between elements in 
the Islamic hierarchy trying to cover up 
these crimes and elements trying to 


bring the offenders to justice. What 
was at stake was something essential to 
a modem society, the application of the 
rule of law. On that issue. President 
Khatami was plainly on the right side. 

The rule of law would no doubt be 
greeted with deep satisfaction by many 
Iranian citizens. Some, however, might 
be even more pleased to be living under 
a system whose law they had had a 
hand in approving. As for Mr. Khatami, 
it seems ne favors not simply the rule of 
law but the rule of Islamic law. Wheth- 
er that is the Iranian people’s emerging 
preference remains to be tested. 

Nor are the foreign, defense and se- 
curity policies of Iran under democratic 
governance: not its support of terrorism 
in the terrorism-soaked Middle East, 
nor its hostility to the flawed but still 
live peace negotiations between Israe- 
lis and Palestinians, nor its pursuit of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Europe is impatient to get back to 
business as usual with Iran. Many 
Europeans dismiss American reluc- 
tance to jump into the fast lane of 
normalization as an emotional over- 
reaction to Iran's kidnapping of Amer- 
ican diplomats in 1979. Perhaps there 
is a bit of a kidnapping factor in the 
American attitude. But there is also 
concern for the harsh Iranian policies 
that remain in place two decades later. 
— the Washington post. 


Truth About Guatemala 


For whole groups of countries, what 
post-Cold War politics is mostly about 
is moving beyond earlier horrors, some 
arising from rule by the left, others 
from rule by the right In this de- 
manding passage, no country has set a 
braver example than Guatemala. The 
latest landmark in its long trek back 
from human and social disaster is a 
huge report on human rights violations 
committed by the contestants in its 34- 
year fratricidal war. 

The report was commissioned as 
part of a post-Cold War package of 
measures aimed at national reconcili- 
ation, in this instance at “reconcili- 
ation through truth." In a reflection of 
the military's much reduced but still 
lingering influence, the report does not 
name the guilty, set up trials or oth- 
erwise point coward justice. But it tells 
truths whose acknowledgment can 
help Guatemala return from the dark. 

Historical and cultural considera- 
tions made Guatemala a bonfire wait- 
ing to be kindled. Political consider- 
ations supplied the torch. Fidel Castro 
had come to power in Cuba, stirring in 
other Latin places both revolutionary 
hopes and counterrevolutionaiy fears. 
In Guatemala, war — civil, class, ideo- 
logical, racial — exploded. 

When it was over, says the inde- 
pendent Historical Clarification Com- 
mission, the count of civilian dead was 
42,275, and of “disappeared” 6.159; 
the estimated total of dead was 
200,000. The scale and savagery of 
Guatemala’s losses, especially among 
the indigenous Mayan population. 


made the toll in Central America’s 
other wars pale. Nor is it all over. Just 
last year a Roman Catholic bishop who 
had directed a human rights' study was 
beaten to death with a concrete block. 

The report confirms that military 
governments and the aimed forces 
were responsible for the great majority 
of Guatemala's violence. Cuba, says 
the report, provided the guerrillas 
political, logistical and training sup- 
port, although never enough to give 
them a military advantage. 

Meanwhile, the American role was 
going well beyond the report's note of 
involvement in “some illegal stale op- 
erations.” Washington arranged a 
coup in 1954 to depose an elected 
leader whose reform program, which 
struck a good number of Latin demo- 
oats as giving Guatemala a chance, 
struck the CIA as incipiently Com- 
munist. Washington supported the rule 
of the anti -Communist officers and ol- 
igarchs whose human rights practices 
form the substance of the new report. 
The inferno actually accelerated in 
some of the years when a horrified U.S. 
Congress forced a suspension of mil- 
itary aid, thereby removing what min- 
imal restraint even a feeble American 
presence supplied. 

Whether the success of reform in the 
1950s could have preempted the im- 
mense tragedies chat unfolded later 
must be left to the historians. The CIA 
still bars the public from the full doc- 
umentation. We Americans need our 
own truth commission. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 
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EDITORIALS /OPINION 


Good Riddance to Archaic Frontiers 

By Flora Lewis 


P ARIS — When the first direct elec- 
tions to the European Parliament 
were held a generation ago, Jacques 
Chirac was hostile. He 'derided the list 
of candidates backed by then President 
Val6ry Giscaid d'Estamg as “the for- 
eigners' list.” 

Now, calling on the French Parlia- 
ment to ratify the Treaty of Amster- 
dam, which strengthens the European 
Union. President Chirac declares: 
“Europe is the fruit of a necessity, an 
ideal, and an act of will. ... To be 
ambitious for France is also to be am- 
bitious for Europe.'* 

Elections for rbe European Parlia- 
ment are scheduled this year for June 
13, and while, as Mr. Chirac says, ' 'the 
people don’t feel sufficiently con- 
cerned with building the Union,” 
France will send a dedicated delegation' 
to Strasbourg. 

There are plenty of critics and, ai the 
margins of left and right, some who' 
complain that the nation is being over- 
taken. Bur the great majority in France 
takes European integration for granted 
There are issues about how Europe 
runs, how it behaves, as there are about 
any political or social entity, but not 
about whether it is and should be a fact 


of life. B.E. (Before Europe) is almost 
forgotten, poignantly recalled on some 
touching occasions that provoke spe- 
cial comment, as in Bertrand Poirot- 
Deipech's column this week. 

Mr. Poirot-Delpech writes a subtle, 
literary type of column for Le Monde, 
and if it has a political aspect, it is more 
an expression of personal feeling and 
judgment and can be considered re- 
flective of his compatriots. 

He was apparently traveling recently 
by train across the Frencb-Italian bor- 
der. He noticed that the- customs huts 
were still there, but nobody made the 
train stop, nobody stamped, passports, 
nobody checked bags. 

“Until 1940,” he wrote under the 
title “Frontiers,” we imagined that the 
southern Alps justified dying to keep 
the flag at one pass or another. Absurd 
confrontation of sentinels made to be 
friends. Absurd as it still is not fat 
away, between Serbs and Kosovars. 

“For us. this sinister comedy of 
centuries-old hatred is finally finished. 
The customs officers have packed up 
and gone ... . > 


“It is considered archaic, old-fash- 
ioned to credit united Europe with this 
relief. But good for her, if it is to her 
that we owe the end of rehashed rival- 
ries, fratricidal hecatombs, and if she 
has replaced the long lines of crosses 
[in military cemeteries] which served 
the cult of inviolable frontiers with its 
fanfares, lines of buses, polyglot cable 
cars, merry picnics ... 

“What a joy to see the physical 
disappearance of a frontier.” 

But guards do ger on the train, and 
ask for documents. He recalled the way 
“Germans demanded ‘papers,* rap- 
ping their Mausers against the com- 
partment windows during the occu- 
pation ... ’* At the next station, re- 
inforcements are there. Everything is 
ready to end the hopes of clandestine 
travelers from Egypt, Albania or Africa 
seeking a better life. 

* ‘Oh, what a polite arrest Nothing to 
disturb the passengers who are legally 
in order. Nonetheless, such voyagers 
left behind at the train station while 
innocents travel on in an uneasy', some- 
what cowardly silence, we haven’t 
seen that since — guess since when!” 

The writer's compassion, for the de- 
tained illegal immigr ant, reminding 


in Europe 

him of what it was like to have to be 
terrified of authority, is addressed to an 
utterly current controversy. Citizens of 
EU countries can move freely, bur im- 
migration from outside is the subject of 
fierce political dispute. 

But Mr. Poirot-Delpech s musings 
also show how very much has changed, 
in everyday life, everyday attitudes, 
everyday assumptions and expecta- 
tions. since Europe was only a geo- 
graphical word. He is right that it seems 
more up-to-date to complain about the 
latest Brussels regulation, the latest hy- 
pocritical claim, the latest pompous 
speech than to make a point of the 
difference that the existence of Europe 
as a community has brought. 

Mr. Chirac, in bis message to the 
National Assembly, said that “far from 
being incompatible with the idea of 
nation, Europe is the political and spir- 
itual space where this idea can breathe 
and enrich itself with the greatest 
strength.” The erstwhile Gaullist has 
become a staunch European, and the 
jibes of detractors don’t bother him. 

It is also useful though, once in a 
while, to hear the reasons put in simple 
human terms. 

Flora Lewis. 


Political Trouble in Indonesia Worries the Neighbors 


S YDNEY — East Asia’s 
. economic crisis has mutated 
into political challenges. After 
years of sustained growth, the- 
sudden and sharp drop in jobs 
and standards of living was po- 
litically and socially traumatic. 

The challenges are most ev- 
ident in Indonesia. The crisis 
catalyzed political change in the 
world's fourth most populous 
nation, making it more difficult 
to deal with the economic prob- 
lems. Politics and economics are 
now inextricably intertwined 
When the crisis first erupted, 
former President Suhaito 
thought he could ride it out, as 
he had ridden out so many others 
before. But this was a different 
type of challenge. It was a battle 
against an invisible opponent, 
the market, which could not be 
defeated by military onieis and 


By Goh. Chok Tong 

The writer is prime minister of Singapore. 


strategies. The panic in the mar- 
ket overwhelmed his govern- 
ment and resulted in his exit. 

The political change came in 
circumstances that nobody pre- 
dicted The consequences were 
complex, far-reaching and un- 
settling. Ethnic and religious 
fault lines have opened up. 

The government now ap- 
pears prepared to consider in- 
dependence for East Timor. 
The genie of change is out of 
the bottle. But can a political 
system built over 30 years be 
replaced overnight? If the So- 
viet Union offers a lesson, it is 
that the process of change itself 
can be very destructive. 

New social and political 


forces have been released in 
Indonesia, making for a com- 
plicated and uncertain political 
equation. Fundamental issues 
about the role of the military, 
the place of minorities and re- 
ligion in the polity, and the 
relationship of Jakarta with the 
outlying provinces have 
emerged. The government has 
to cope with these volcanic 
pressures. It is not easy. 

Half the Indonesian popu- 
lation is living at or below the 
poverty line. Almost 40 million 
Indonesians are unemployed, 
and the number is growing. Law 
and order is breaking down. 
Crimes have increased Ethnic 
and religious differences, which 


had previously been kept in 
check, have resurfaced with 
tragic consequences. Indone- 
sian society has become brittle. 

It will take time for the new 
dynamics to settle down. The 
immediate prognosis is for 
greater uncertainty. The general 
election in June, and the election 
of a new president in Novem- 
ber, will be crucial milestones. 

The elections will not in 
themselves resolve all the fun- 
damental political questions 
that are now being debated 
After elections, the new In- 
donesian leader will still have 
to reckon with a complex and 
fluid political situation. 

But an essential condition for 
stability is the population’s per-, 
ception of how the elections are 
conducted A result that is ac- 
cepted as legitimate and fair by 


the majority will lower the level 
of tensions, paving the way for 
political stability and restoring 
investor confidence. 

An outcome that is con- 
sidered otherwise will result in 
political upheaval. Even with 
fair and clean elections, a result 
that does not meet the people’s 
aspirations will prolong polit- 
ical instability. 

What happens in Indonesia 
has a defining influence. In the 
1960s, Indonesia unsettled the 
region. In the 1980s and '90s, 
we all benefited from a stable 
and prosperous Indonesia. For 
better or worse. Indonesia’s sta- 
bility affects regional stability. 

This comment was adapted by 
the International Herald Tri- 
bune from a speech on Tuesday 
to the Asia Society in Sydney. 


Beware of Fixed Exchange Rates and Currency Pegs 


L ONDON — Fixed ex- 
change rates and currency 
pegs can play a role in specific 
circumstances and at certain 
moments in history. They are 
useful when tackling hyperin- 
flation (Latin America), or 
when a country’s financial sys- 
tem is close to meltdown and 
policymakers lack all credib- 
ility Bulgaria). 

But fixed exchange rates 
have also been the cause of the 
illnesses for which they are 
cited as a cure. Take the Asian, 
economies in crisis. 

Their woes were inflicted by 
exchange rate regimes that 
pegged their currencies to the 
dollar for too long, well after 
such arrangements were needed 
to establish the credibility of the 
Asian economies. 

When the Asian economic 
miracle was all the rage and 
capital flooded into Asia, the 
exchange rates could not 
budge. So it was domestic li- 
quidity that bore the full brunt 
of capital inflow, inflating like 
a balloon. 


By David Roche 


And because foreign cred- 
itors and Asian debtors thought 
tharthe exchange rate was fixed 
and immutable, they factored no 
exchange rate risk into their 
lending and borrowing. As more 
money flooded in than could be 
used productively in economies 
devoid of well regulated finan- 
cial markets or banking systems 
capable of pricing risk, the cost 
of capital fell to absurdly low 
levels, particularly in dollars. So 
did the marginal productivity of 
investment 

Massive unproductive in- 
vestment caused by the un- 
derpricing of capital risk was 
the prime cause of the Asian 
crisis. It would not have 
happened if exchange rates had 
been free to fluctuate. 

Hong Kong’s currency peg 
may have lent its monetary au- 
thority credibility in the dark 
days after Tiananmen, butit has 
also bequeathed one of the most 
distorted and uncompetitive 
economies in Asia. The peg 


gave Hong Kong U.S.-level 
nominal interest rates for 15 
years. But Hong Kong’s -in-, 
flation was higher, so Hong 
Kong benefited' from the curse 
of negative real interest rates. 

In effect, the banks paid the 
real estate tycoons to borrow 
money. While the government 
allowed the population to grow 
by nearly 3 percent a year, land 
for housing was kept in scarce 
supply. If 'a scarce resource 
(capital) is priced as • a free 
good, it will be wasted. . 

Hong Kong now feces a 
dreadful dilemma on all fronts. 
The real estate bubble has made 
it one of the most expensive and 
uncompetitive places in the 
world to do business. Despite a 
landslide fell, the real estate sec- 
tor is still a swollen tumor in the 
heart of the economy. It needs to 
shrink further and a new, pro- 
ductive economy must emerge 
from die chrysalis of the old. 

What is stopping it? The gov- 
ernment wants to maintain the 


So Much for Independent Counsels 


W ASHINGTON — At a 
pre-inaugural party in 
January 1997, l asked a young 
man about his job. “A law- 
yer,” he said. “I’m working 
on the Espy investigation.” 

The Espy investigation? It 
had been so long since Ag- 
riculture Secretary Mike Espy 
had resigned in December 
1994 under fire for accepting 
gifts from firms he regulated 
feat I had forgotten that an 
independent counsel had been 
named to prosecute him. 

The young lawyer assured 
me feat the Espy task force 
had been busy. While we 
waited at fee bar, he called off 
fee names of any number of 
people who had been indicted 
or convicted as a result of their 
probe. None, I noticed, was 
named Espy. 

Twenty months later, fee 
independent counsel Donald 
Smaltz finally brought Mr. 
Espy to trial. The jury listened 
to seven weeks of testimony 
from 70 witnesses and took 
only nine hours to acquit Mr. 
Espy of all 30 charges that Mr. 
Smaltz had spent S17 million 
investigating. Mr. Smaltz re- 
sponded; “The actual indict- 
ment of a public official may 
in fact be as great a deterrent as 
a conviction of that official.” 

At fee first hearing last 
week on renewing the inde- 
pendent counsel statute. Sen- 
ator Dick Durbin of Illinois, 
who had voted for the Iasi 
renewal as a member of fee 
House, cited Mr. Smaltz' s 
“outrageous” comment as 
one reason why he had 


By David S. Broder 


changed his mind and now 
wanted to let fee law die when 
it expires at fee end of June. 

He is not alone. This turkey 
is headed for extinction. 

The statute was written in 
1978, part of overall ethics 
legislation spawned by the 
Watergate scandal, during 
which President Richard Nix- 
on used fee Justice Depart- 
ment to cover up his law- 
breaking and to harass those 
investigating his crimes. 

The cure has proved worse 
than fee ailment The Amer- 
ican Bar Association, which 
was instrumental in passage of 
fee independent counsel stat- 
ute, now opposes it. 

The chairman of fee Senate 
Committee on Governmental 
Affairs, Tennessee Republi- 
can Fred Thompson, joined 
Democrats in denouncing fee 
experiment. Conceding that 
some of fee 20 independent 
counsels have functioned 
well, mainly by quiedy ex- 
onerating lower- level offi- 
cials, he said that fee intense 
media coverage of high-pro- 
file cases pressures the law- 
yers to “turn over every pos- 
sible leaf,” ignoring fee limits 
on time and money feat most 
prosecutors must consider,' 
and often breaking the canons 
of fair play. 

In return, partisans of the 
investigated official inevit- 
ably try to protect him by at- 
tacking the independent coun- 
sel, “so you have a free-for-all 


and public confidence suf- 
fers,’ } Mr. Thompson said. 

Still, some Democrats want 
to rewrite the statute. Put in 
new safeguards and it can be 
made to work, they argued. 
And they challenged: If it dis- 
appears, what would you do 
about charges of lawbreaking 
by the executive branch? 

The answer, said Griffin 
Bell, the Carter administration 
attorney general, is to go back 
to what America did for two 
centuries before the independ- 
ent counsel statute appeared: 
Hold the Justice Department 
accountable. When fee attor- 
ney general has a conflict of 
interest, he can recuse himself 
and name some other attorney, 
from inside fee government or 
outside, to handle the case. 
Mr. Bell did exactly feat when 
an investigation was required 
into fee finances of President 
Jimmy Carter’s peanut ware- 
house — and a Republican 
prosecutor cleared Mr. Carter 
of any wrongdoing. 

The president has the con- 
stitutional duty to see that fee 
laws are “faithfully exe- 
cuted.” The attorney general 
is his appointee. If fee laws are 
not enforced, if crimes are 
covered up, the ultimate rem- 
edy is to vote them out of 
office and repudiate the party 
they represent. 

The office of independent 
counsel is in effect a fourth 
branch of government, oper- 
ating without any checks or 
balances. Don’t try to fix it Let 
it die an unmounted death. . 

The Washington Past. 


currency peg at all costs. But to 
do so and make Hong Kong 
competitive means wholesale 
deflation. If fee currency can- 
not de$alfie,t&en prices, wageS— . 
and the cost of i^al estate must. 
Yet the goverifitient tries to 
prop up the peg and fee tycoons 
at the same time. 

So much for fee idea that 
currency' pegs and fixed ex- 
change .rates are some sort of 
panacea for fee world. 

When it comes to big pop- 
ulous countries and economic 
blocs, the market must be al- 
lowed to price all economic 
factors, including a country’s 
currency. The market must also 
be allowed to punish policy 
errors and political uncertainly. 

The only way to ensure ex- 
change rate stability is to pursue 
fee right policies. It is im- 
possible in today's world to 
match fee “right” exchange 
rate to the “wrong' ’ policies, as 
Brazil has discovered. 

If you try to fix the price of 
one tiling, for example the cur- 
rency, men it only leads to 
distortion in the price of ev- 
erything else. Take the current 
talk of target zones for yen, 
dollar and euro. It may well 
come to nothing, but it rep- 
resents a major political attack 
on free market mechanisms by 
advocates of “mind over mar- 
ket” economic philosophies. 

The target zone idea hides an 
ugly economic and political 
consequence. ” 

Let us assume that fee world 
divides into three currency 
blocs and that, fluctuations be- 
tween tiie yen,' the euro and the 
dollar are limited by political 
decree. The only economically 
efficient way for this to work is 
if the currencies 7 fixed ex- 
change rates act like a Trojan 
horse, forcing policymakers to 


apply fee correct economic 
policies to maintain them. 

Thai is defensible in theory. 
But as a result of cultural di- 
.versity, it won’t work globally. 
After air, die cultural diversity 
embraced by fee euro zone is 
minute compared wife that of a 
tri-currency world. 

So such a scheme would 
work only by political fiat, do- 
ing away with freedom of cap- 
ital movements. But freedom of 
'movement is a fundamental 
tenet of capitalism. It is key to 
the productive allocation of 
capital on a worldwide scale. 
And it is a tenet that particularly 
benefits emerging markets. 

Suppose feat Japan and 
Europe pursued silly economic 
policies. Over time, fee yen and 
the euro would become un- 
competitive under a fixed ex- 
change rate regime. 

The current account of both 
blocs would be painted red, and 
capital would exit to the dollar 
region in search of higher re- 
turns. The natural tendency of 
both the yen and the euro would 
be to weaken against fee dollar. 

To maintain both currencies 
within their target zones, poli- 
cymakers would have to raise 
domestic interest rates to as- 
tronomical levels. 

Their mind-set in wanting 
fixed exchange rates is rather 
like trying to stop an automobile 
from shuddering on a bumpy 
road by removing the shock 
absorbers (for which react -fi- 
nancial markets) rather than re- 
pairing fee road (for which read: 
bad economic polices that are 
politically expedient). 

The writer is president of 
Independent Strategy, a global 
investment consultancy. He 
contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


IN OUR PAGES: 100. 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 


1899: Royal Modesty 

PARIS — The “Figaro” tells a 
story of King Oscar of Sweden. 
He asked a girls’ school if he 
might examine the pnptis on 
history- “Can you mention any 
famous King of Sweden?” was 
his question, “Gustavus Adol- 
phus” and “Charles XII” came 
in succession, and then, from a 
small child, hesitatingly, 
“Oscar II! ” The King, amused, 
asked if she could name any 

great deed by Oscar IL The poor 
child, almost crying, stammered 
out: “I don’t know* any.” 
“Never mind, my dear child/’ 
said fee King; “neither do L” 

1924: Women at Yale 

NEW HAVEN — The possi- 
bility of Yale becoming a co- 
educational college has created a 
heated controversy. Yale regards 
itself as one of fee last ramparts 
of masculine isolation, but It has 
already 280 women graduate 


students. The male undergradu- 
ates complain about fee female 
graduates, who “snicker out 
loud all over the library, make 
eyes at the freshmen, giggle and 
disturb the studious atmosphere. 
They come to classes drenched 
wife perfume, invade Sunday 
chapel and even appear in com- 
mons,” one com plains . 

1949s Soviet Cinema 

MOSCOW — Ivan Bolshakov, 
Minister of Cinematography, 
accused film critics of “diver- 
sionisnt” in the Soviet film in- 
dustry* He said fee leader was L. 
Trautberg, the president of the 
“Cinema House” university. 
Traioberg was quoted as having 
said that “Soviet film developed 
under the influence of Amer- j 
lean, French and German direc- 
tors, operators and actors.” Mr- 
Bolshakov said that among other 
subversive acts was a book, in 
which D. W. Griffith was called 
“the father of fee film art.” . 
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OPINION/LETTERS 


A Proposal for Bringing Peace to Sierra Leone 


X\T ASHINGTON — Fol- 
. v v towing 30 years of ni- 
mous mismanagement and 
wne years of civil and cross- 
border conflict. Sierra Leone 
is in profound crisis. 

The virtual collapse of the 
Sierra Leonean government 
and the military impasse be- 
tween the Nigerian-led West 
Afncan peacekeeping force, 
on one side, and Revolution- 
ary united From rebels and 
remnants of the former army 
on the other, present the in^ 
temational community with a 
stark situation. After y^a rs of 
international indifference, the 
Western media have given 
prominent coverage to the 
atrocities, destruction and vi- 
olence inflicted on the civil- 
ian population. 

There has recently been a 
renewed call for the return of 
Executive Outcomes, the 
private security force that had 
maintained a measure of se- 
curity through early 1997, to 
join with the peacekeeping 
force in defeating the rebels. 

This in itself is, however, 
insufficient Sierra Leone 
needs a coherent and com- 
prehensive strategy, rather 
than the reactive, piecemeal 
approach that has character- 
ized the international re- 
sponse to the crisis to date. 

President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah's government and 
the peacekeeping force must 
continue to be supported by 
the international community 
while a long-term effort at 
ensuring security and peace is 
undertaken. 

Broadly speaking, there are 
four conceivable scenarios. 

First, a peacekeeping force 
victory over the rebels; 
second, a rebel victory over 
the peacekeeping force; third, 
a protracted stalemate, with 
peacekeepers in control of 
Freetown and its environs and 
the rebels in control of the 
north and east of the country; 
and fourth, an internationally 
negotiated and enforced 
political settlement. 

Of these scenarios, the first 
seems unlikely. ' While the 
peacekeeping force continues 
to constrain rebel operations, 
the American experience in 
Vietnam suggests that wars 


By John L. Hirseh 


against determined guerrilla 
forces are rarely conclusive. 
Moreover, the Nigerians have 
, announced their' intention to 
leave or draw down their 
forces significantly when a 
civilian government comes 
into office in May! The rebels 
retain the- capacity to keep 
fighting, apparently with ex- 
ternal support. 

The second and third sce- 
narios portend a dismal future 
for Sierra Leone. If die peace- 
keepers withdraw and the 
rebels take over. Sierra Leone 
will descend into a reign of 
terror and violence. The third 

The key lies with 
Nigeria and its 
peacekeeping 
partners . 

scenario would be tantamount 
to de facto partition. It would 
leave a significant part of the 
country in a no-man’s land 
under rebel control. These 
two scenarios presage further 
social and economic disinteg- 
ration, and mere refugees and 
displaced persons — now 
more than 1_5 million, ac- 
cording to United Nations hu- 
manitarian sources. 

The best scenario for Sierra 
Leone is an internationally ne- 
gotiated political settlement, 
agreed on by both Mr. Kab- 
bah’s government and the 
rebels. An international set- 
tlement is essential because 
the regional states have a stake 
in the conflict that renders 

them les s than impartial. The 

UN secretary -general , Kofi 
Annan, as convener, would 
give legitimacy and credib- 
ility to the proceedings. 

The foundation for an in- 
ternational settlement of the 
Sierra Leone conflict is em- 
bodied in the Nov. 30, 1 996, 
Abidjan accords between the 
Kabbah government and the 
rebels. Though never imple- 
mented, the accords remain 
valid and viable. Mr. Kabbah 
repeatedly has indicated his 
readiness to implement the 
accords! provided the rebels 


cease hostilities and recog- 
nize the legitimacy of his 
elected government. 

The Abidjan accords in- 
clude provisions for the de- 
mobilization and disarma- 
ment of the rebel and gov- 
ernment armies and the op- 
portunity for the rebels to 
transform themselves into a 
political party eligible for the 
next genera] election. 

While many in Sierra Le- 
one will find it repugnant to 
envisage the rebel group — 
whose members have com- 
mitted human rights abuses 
against the population — as a 
political player, the fact re- 
mains that tire rebels signed 
the Abidjan accords. The UN 
secretary- general should con- 
vene an international confer- 
ence mi Sierra Leone that 
would include the Kabbah 
government- and the rebels, 
key African participants, the 
Commonwealth (components 
of the former British empire) 
and the permanent members 
of the UN Security Council. 

The major objectives of the 
conference would be ro (1) 
secure a cease-fire and end 
hostilities, (2) facilitate im- 
plementation of the Abidjan 
accords or their revision as 
the basis for the peace set- 
tlement, (3) strengthen and 
enlarge the UN civilian mis- 
sion in Sierra Leone to assist 
the government in providing 
essential services, (4) ensure 
financial support for the con- 
tinued presence of the peace- 
keeping force and (5) reach 
an agreement on the timing 
and modalities of the next 
election, in which the rebels 
wonld be allowed to partic- 
ipate as a political party. 

The key to this effort lies 
with Nigeria and its peace- 
keeping partners. They need 
assurance of financial re- 
sources ro remain engaged. A 
timetable would have to be 
established for the peacekeep- 
ers' continued stay in Sierra 
Leone. Tbis would make it 
somewhat easier for the new 
civilian government in Nigeria 
to continue to commit troops. 

The rebels and their ex- 
ternal supporters have to be 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Rwanda Genocide Court Replies 

Regarding “In Genocide Court. a Ge- 
ography Bout" (Feb. 20): 

The ’article gave the impression mat the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 

i assigned to indigent accused persons, against 

> their wishes, lawyers who do not speak the 
same language as they do. 

- In fact, all detainees at the tribunal are 
assigned same-language counsel, except 
when they ask for a lawyer who speaks 
another language, in which case, we assign an 
interpreter to help communication between 
the counsel and the defendant. In the case of 
Jean- Paul Akayesu, on two occasions he has 
requested lawyers who spoke .only English. 

Secondly, it is well-established m mica- 
national law and in the law ^ practices of 
most countries, including Canada, the United 

States and France that an accused who can- 
not afford a lawyer has a right to £} 
counsel but has no right to insist that a 
particular counsel be assigned whonfroe of 
dharge under legal aid, as hfc. Ak^r«u tas- 

Thirdly, the allegation that tiie ten (it is 
actuaUv a temporary moratorium) on the 
SimjTient of Canadian and French lawyers 

> Si <o force *e hiring of African 

lawyers is basdess HNesLEYM0 OHALU. 

Arusha, Tanzania. 

The writer is legal adviser aid spokes- 
person for the International Criminal 

Tribunal for Rwanda. 

U.S. Hypocrisyon Cyprus 

i Fnreiv 


Why do Greece’s friends, allies and as- 
sociates try to solve the clash among the 
three countries, while condoning the illegal 
military occupation of northern Cyprus? 

T. L. CHRYSANTHOPOULOS 
Aeghion, Greece. 

The writer is a retired Greek ambassador. 

Iraq and the War Powers Act 

Does the War Powers Act become ap- 
plicable to the U.S. bombing raids in Iraq that 
began last year? How can it be that ther merits 
of such actions are not yet subject to debate 
and oversight by Congress? 

THOMAS MORE. 

Paris. 

Americans and Intellectuals 

Regarding “In America, Intellectuals Are 
Suspect" (Opinion, March 3) by Bruce J. 
Schulman: 

I could not agree more with Mr. Schul- 
man ’s excellent article. Thus, it is most irk- 
some that he attributes the saying, “Without 
viaon, the people perish” to Franklin 
Roosevelt. It is, in fact, derived from the Bible 
(Proverbs 29, verse 18), which says: “Where 
there is no prophecy, the people cast off 
restraint.” Perhaps more thorough scholar- 
ship is needed in American academia to com- 
mand the respect of die “ordinary citizen.” 

BILL BUCHMAN. 
Lyngby, Denmark. 

New Strides in ‘Idiocy’ 


— * ** 

‘Challenges ^i to ^ ro'hearPrK- 
Jn, BiU CtaSS tata rccent fore.gr, 

■n* oSS^oof northern 

hs northern 


“ Professor Bars Men From 
(Feb. 


Regarding 

Feminist Class" (Feb. 27): 

As one who went to his first school in 
Switzerland instead of Germany, die land of 
my birth; as one who was considered a dirty 
German in my third-grade school in Paris 
and as one who saw generations of black 
children my age not go to school In South 
* - it ionores me otxuuuu^ - ~r— Africa , I consider myself well-schooled in 
f® 01 * at kJ Thrkev. As long ** northern the idiocies of inter-human relationships. 

* Cypres &y therecanbe no solution to i must confess, however, that Mary Daly, 
' Cypnis vsiaece. Turkey and Cypres- the feminist philosopher at Boston College, 

the rift Mver occurred to President has managed to bemore creative in this field 

r enrt It never ... than I Thought possible. 

PETER H1RSCHMANN. 
Haifa, Israel 




convinced that they cannot 
conquer Sierra Leone nor 
gain international legitimacy 
by force of arms. Conversely, 
participation in the peace pro- 
cess will provide them with 
access to international fund- 
ing for reconstruction and re- 
covery (essentially what is in 
the Abidjan accords). 

Pressure must be exerted 
on Charles Taylor, the pres- 
ident of Liberia, to cease mil- 
itary support for his rebel al- 
lies. Within an international 
conference, he would be giv- 
en the opportunity to play the 
role of regional peacemaker. 

In sum, all participants 
need to be convinced of ben- 
efits not only for Sierra Leone 
but also for themselves. At 
the same time, an enforce- 
ment mechanism has to be put 
in place to ensure that the 
accords remain on track. 

While this may seem a 
great deal to demand from the 
imemarional community, it is 
primarily a revival of the 
Abidjan accords on an inter- 
national rather than regional 
basis. The increased role for 
the UN mission will need or- 
ganization and financing. 

There is still time to save 
Sierra Leone. This proposal 
can work if implemented 
speedily. But if an effort 
along these lines is not adopt- 
ed. one must fear the worst for 
the fonire of democracy in 
Africa and the well-being of 
the people of this beautiful 
but beleaguered country. 

The writer, a former US. 
ambassador to Sierra Leone, 
is vice president of the Inter- 
national Peace Academy. He 
contributed this comment to 
The Washington Post. 


Lewinsky’s Moment in the Klieglight 


W ASHINGTON — For months it 
has been the story that had ev- 
erything — illicit sex. domestic es- 
pionage. emotional ordeals — and 
Wednesday night came the interview 
that had everything: Monica Lewin- 
sky’, former presidential gal pal. hunk- 
ering down with Barbara Walters on a 
two-hour edition of .ABC's *' *20/20." 

The bottom line is that those who 
watched the show probably came away 
more sympathetic to Ms. Lewinsky 
than they went in. But she also seemed 
at times inappropriately giggly, incor- 
rigibly naive and awfully enamored of 
the limelight she claimed to detest. 

Certainly the interview produced 
reams of snappy quotes. Is Ms. Lew - 
insky still in love with Bill Clinton? 
“No.” she said. She still admires him 
ai times and wishes him well but 
“sometimes 1 hate his guts and. he 
makes me sick.” 

And what of Linda Tripp, the in- 
formant who tricked Ms. Lewinsky 
into confessing the affair? “I pity her. 
1 would hate to be her." 

Ms. Walters asked plenty of tough 
questions. "Toward the end of this re- 
lationship. you were a real pain in the 
bun,” Ms. Waiters told Ms. Lewinsky, 
with Ms. Lewinsky replying. “You bet. 
You ber.” Ms. Walters galled her on 
the seeming insanity of preserving the 
blue dress "with the presidential stain, 
and on failing to take into account the 
feelings of Mr. Clinton's wife (Ms. 
Lewinsky looked baffled by the im- 
plication she should have felt some 
homewrecker's guilt t. and on this oft- 
discussed matter of whether oral sex 
constituted sexual relations. 

Ms. Lewinsky said she considers 
oral sex "just messin' around" but 
also said she found sex with the pres- 
ident “gratifying." Ms. Walters 
asked. “Did you ever try to have in- 
tercourse?" and Ms. Lewinsky smiled. 
“Uh-huh." she said airlishlv. then ad- 


By Tom Shales 

ded that she got “really upset” when 
Mr. Clinton said no. 

Several times, both during the 
broadcast and the pre-show publicity, 
viewers were promised a ’ ’startling 
revelation." This turned out to be that 
during the 10 months Ms. Lewinsky 
was unable ro see the president for 
intimate encounters, she had an affair 
with another man. became pregnant, 
and had an abortion. 

Well, perhaps that is a revelation, 
but after all we have heard in the past 
year, it was hard to be startled. 

The interview was taped in ABC 
studios on a set made to look like a 
suite at the Bel Air Hotel, or some 

MEANWHILE 

other similarly classy joint. The cam- 
era came in for i mease close-ups of 
Ms. Lewinsky and she held up well. 

Would she cry? We knew she would. 
Ms. Walters and “20/20" saved it for 
near the show 's end. Each commercial 
break was preceded by a ’Tease" fea- 
turing a clip from an upcoming seg- 
ment! Just before one of the last breaks, 
the lease consisted of Ms. Lewinsky 
crying. When the commercial was 
over. Ms. Lewinsky got emotional fas if 
knowing it would disappoint Ms. Wal- 
ters and the audience should her eyes 
remain dry t and sobbed about the dam- 
age the scandal had done to her life. 

~ She could not describe the night that 
Mrs. Tripp and some of Kenneth 
Starr's goons lured her to a hotel room 
and interrogated her without a lawyer 
present for" 12 hours. Ms. Lewinsky 
said, because of an agreement she had 
made wiih Mr. Starr ."But craftily. Ms. 
Walters read ’passages from the forth- 
coming Andrew' Morton book in which 
Ms. Lewinsky did describe the night- 
marish inquisition. 


Somehow, talking with Mr. Morton, 
a British aurhor. does not violate the 
agreement with Mr. StaiT but talking in 
an .American journalist would. When 
Mr. Wallers asked Ms. Lewinsky what 
she thought of Mr. Starr. Ms. Lewinsky 
declined to comment. It is unlikey that 
she was trying to suppress the com- 
ment, “Gee, what a wonderful guy." 

Ms. Lewinsky spoke of having con- 
sidered suicide, but she seemed to be 
someone whose ego remained intact 
and perhaps only lightly bruised, even 
as she claimed "I don’t have the feel- 
ings of self-worth that a woman should 
have.” And after being shown a tape of 
Mr. Clinton denying having had 
“sexual relations witli ihat woman." 
she said she would have preferred if if 
Mr. Clinton had said. “She's a si cat 
woman. She's a bright woman." 

Many familiar details were dis- 
cussed. from the thong underwear to the 
naughtiness with the cigar. It was per- 
haps fun in some twisted way to be 
embarrassed all over again by hearing n 
from Ms. Lewinsky's own lips. She 
would get on fhe phone and blab to 
girlfriends things like “he's so cute" 
when discussing the president, she said, 
and the first time she saw him in person 
she said her “breath was taken away." 

Comics, meanwhile, could be ex- 
pected to pounce on the opportunities 
for double entendre, as when Ms. Lew- 
insky referred to “the push and pull of 
this relationship" and said of her re- 
lationship to Mr. Clinton, “You want 
so badly to hold onto this thing that you 
want." No one could have done a better 
interview than Ms. Walters did. She 
saved a great kicker for the close, ask- 
ing Ms. Lewinsky what she would tell 
her children about what had happened. 
Ms. Lewinsky's reply: “Mommy made 
a big mistake.” Then. Ms. Walters 
appeared on camera to say. “And that 
is the understatement of the year." 

The Wushunivu Post 
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In an Austrian Valley, a Healthy Respect for the Snow 




By Eric Pfarwer 

CHRUNS, Austria — Until 
deadly avalanches roared down 
mountainsides in the Tirol last 


To the south, a range of snow-packed 
3,000-meter ( 10.000-foot) peaks, die Sil« 
vrena, reclined in the sun along the Swiss 
and Italian borders. To the west, the 
craggier peaks along the border with 
Liechtenstein reared up. To the north, the 



month, many people’s vision of green pastures of the Montafon opened 


snow in the Alps probably resembled the 
idyllic pictures on souvenir chocolate 
boxes. 

But residents of the Alps have always 
been ambivalent about the snow, know- 
ing that what brings beauty and tourists 
can also, occasionally, bring death in 
their ancient valleys. 

In the nearby Montafon valley of 
westernmost Austria, the farmers have 
since pagan times gathered around bon- 
fires on Sunday nights in February to 
bum the winter witch in effigy. 

The sooner the snow melts away, the 
sooner they can herd their cattle up to the 


up to the Rhine valley, which stretched to 
the foggy horizon over Lake Constance. 

On the slopes of the Hochjoch, the 
remnants of a two-day-old snowfall still 
allowed for easy cruising on the mostly 
long, gentle slopes, the kind of skiing 
that will not upset a stomach full of 
Wiener schnitzel. 

The Hochjoch is only one of four main 
ski areas in the Montafon valley, with a 
total of 69 lifts covered on one ticket and 
200 kilometers ( 125 miles) of runs. 

In Van dans, across the valley from 
Schruns, is Goim, the site of a World 
Cup women's downhill race course. 


high-mountain pastures for another brief Here the skiing is mostly on long in- 


summer, before the snow and the threat 
of avalanches return for another season. 

Like other Alpine regions, the Monta- 
fon has turned to tourism, drawing 
swarms of skiers to its slopes, some of the 
most extensive in Austria. But the stub- 
born villagers continue the colorful ritual 
burnings, called Funkenbrennen, and the 
persistence of such traditions sets the 
Montafon apart from many other resort 
areas of the Alps where ancient customs 
have been driven out in the rush to em- 
brace the ways of well-heeled visitors. 

Indeed, this balance makes the Monta- 
fon a good place to enjoy the Austrian 
notion that a ski vacation should also 
include healthy portions of tradition, re- 
laxation and the local cheese. 

Since the avalanches struck, many 
skiers have been canceling plans to visit 
Austria, leaving resorts strangely empty 


termediate runs, starting above the tim- 
berline but ending amid the evergreens. 

In GargeUen, a hotel hamlet about 15 
kilometers up a narrow side valley from 
Schruns. is the Schafberg area, with 
mostly gentle runs above the tree line. 
(The relatively high elevation of Gargel- 
len — more than 1 ,400 meters, compared 
with 700 meters for Schruns — makes 
avalanches more of a concern here. Two 
people were killed in February when a 
snowslide buried a nearby restaurant) 

For the next day's skiing, l chose the 
largest and best of the four Montafon ski 
areas — Silvretta Nova, which sprawls 
across two broad ridges between the small 
towns of Gaschum and St. Gallenkirch. 

A gondola rises from each town. The 
top stations, at nearly 2,300 meters, are 
separated by a wide, skiable gully. In 
between there are more than 100 ki- 
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at what is normally the busiest time of loraeters of marked runs, though I found The small town ofGaschurn borders the Silvretta Nova ski area, which is the largest in the Montafon valley. 
year. I visited the Montafon this January, it easy to get from one end of the area to 


year. I visited the Montafon this January, it easy to get from one end of the area to 
long before the huge Februaiy the other in an hour or so, yo-yoing 
snowstorms that proved so deadly. As I among the 28 li fis. 
arrived, sunlight flooded the cobble- The skiing is primarily rated beginner 
stoned main square of Schruns. the or intermediate, though I found a hand- 
largest town in the valley, giving it an ful of expert runs. too. Because the runs 


what drew one celebrated American vis- 
itor to the Montafon more than 70 years 


The skiing is primarily rated beginner ago was its quiet, rustic side, 
intermediate, though I found a band- “There were no ski-lifts 


almost Mediterranean feel. Somberly 
dressed churchgoers, not skiers, ambled 
through the streets. 

But as I rode the aerial tramway to the 
Hochjoch, a ski area thar looms above 
Schruns — passing through evergreen 
forests, across the timberline and finally 
over a vast open slope crisscrossed by 
avalanche-control fences — the climate 
changed to winter and the views grew 
more and more spectacular. 

MIN© 


flank the ridges, different parts of the 
Silvretta Nova were in the sun 
throughout the day. A 14-kilometer run. 


Schruns and no funiculars, but there 
were logging (rails and cattle trails that 
led up different mountain valleys to the 
high mountain country," Hemingway 


one of the longest in Austria, leads back wrote in “A Moveable Feast," describ- 


down to Sl Gallenkirch across summer 
grazing pastures. 

The Silvretta Nova seemed to be a 
good place for groups of skiers with 
mixed abilities. It appeared to be a pop- 
ular family destination, too. 

The valley bustles with skiers, but 
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A Warm Paris Bistro 
Offers Soothing Fare 


By Patricia Wells 

tmemaifonat HewU Tribune 


P ARIS — Lovers of those 
old-fashioned Parisian fam- 
ily bistros should rush right 
oyer to Chez Catherine, a 
most classic 1930s bistro, where the 
welcome is warm, the food is sat- 
isfying and the wine list is sure to 
cheer on the grayest of Parisian 
days. 

The chef is Catherine Guerraz, a 
tidy young woman raised in a res- 
taurant family in France’s southwest. 
Along with her gentle, outgoing hus- 
band, Frederic, she runs a fine tra- 
ditional restaurant, with a colorful 
copper bar and wails filled with Art 
Deco minors, colorful patchwork tile 
floors and bric-a-brac. 

On my most recent visit, I feasted 
on what is one of the city’s best and 
freshest versions of sole meuniere. a 
giant whole sole dusted with flour and 
browned in sweet butter. Priced at 125 
francs, this is a bargain worth the 
detour on its own. 

But don’t stop there: Try the steam- 
ing platter of warmiog pasta, tiny rer- 
viotes bathed in cream, tossed with 
mushrooms and a touch of crisp ba- 
con. 

Equally excellent is her cassoulet, 
here prepared with soothing white 


beans, chunks of sausage and earthy 
portions of duck confiL 

Lovers of the tiny fish known as 
epertans, or smelt, will happily de- 
vour the gargantuan platter of 
deep-fried fish (hat arrives hot from 
the kitchen, needing no more than a 
sprinkling of fine sea salt and a few 
drops of freshly squeezed lemon juice. 
I loved, as well, the soothing rabbit 
terrine. or compote tie fapitt. compact, 
full-flavored and fresh. 

Situated on a drab little street lost 
behind the Galeries Lafayette depart- 
ment store. Chez Catherine caters to a 
well-heeled and cheery French cli- 
entele. They happily char across 
tables, advising newcomers on what's 
best on the compact menu. 

The wine list is brief, with some 
reds and whites worth discovering: 
Try the 1996 Cotes du Rhone Chateau 
d’Hugues, a ruby-red blend that’s well 
priced at 145 francs a bottle. 

We did not order the double-thick 
pan-fried steak served with its 
mind-boggling mountain of fries, but it 
is on my list for the next dinner at Chez 
Catherine, which will be very soon. 

Che r Catherine. 65 ruede Provence. 
Paris 9; tel: 0145-26-72-88. Credit 
card: Visa. MasterCard. Closed Sat- 
urday, Sunday, and Monday evening. A 
fa carte. 200 to 250 francs (about $33 
io $42). 


mg the winters he spent there. “You 
climbed on foot carrying your skis and 
higher up, where rhe snow was too deep, 
you climbed on sealskins that yoa at- 
tached to the bottoms of the skis." 

When Hemingway was in town — 
between ski excursions he rewrote “The 


Sun Also Rises” in Schruns during the 
winter of 1925-26 — he stayed at the 
Hotel Taube, a solid-looking establish- 
ment where little seems to have changed 
except for the addition of a plaque com- 
memorating his visit 

THE OLD EUROPE Much of Schruns is 
like that. Hie new Europe — hotels 
where the cable TV systems cany chan- 
nels in six languages, where the bellboys 
speak three and the guests use English — 
has been slow' to encroach. 

Near the center, a factory still turns 
out old-fashioned coats made of loden. 
In every bar in town, the men gather over 


beer for a hand of J as sen, a card game one comer a mi 
that uses a deck in which the four suits the next song f 
are hearts, shells, acorns and leaves — had been con ve 
no cjubs. diamonds or spades. And the Skiers with ra 
church, with an onion dome on top of its jackets tapped 
steeple, seems to be more than just a the music. Hit 
convenient backdrop for postcards. that meant that 
The regional dialect has also been dation. In turn 
well preserved. Though nominally Ger- singer began 
man, it sounds little like the language Skifahren isi d 
heard in Frankfurt or Vienna. translated, “Sk 

The sounds of foeMontafon owe much He got no argu 
to the ceaturies-Iong regional dominance 
of Rhaeto-Romanic, a group of closely Eric Pfannt 
associated Romance dialects still spoken temational He 


in Switzerland and in northern Italy. 

Germanic peoples wereactually late- 
comers to the Montafon. The valley was 
settled in pre-Christian tunes by Celtic 
and East European tribes. later joined by 
Roman settlers. The blending of their ^ 
languages into Rhaeto-Romanic is still*' 
reflected ia the non-German-sounding 
place names, like Vandans and Gar- 
frescha. that dot the valley. Montafon 
itself is said to be derived from the u orris 
for “mountain'* and “valley" iri 
Rhaeto-Romanic. 

While in more recent years fortunes 
have ebbed and flowed with the influx of 
industries like mining, hydroelectric 
power generation and, most recently, 
tourism, the economy has always been 
based on agriculture and Montafon 
cows, an indigenous breed. 

T HAT can be seen in the cuisine. 
The pungent Montafon cheese, 
similar to Gruyere in texture, is 
available fried, melted or just plain. Most 
often, though, it is served as a topping foe 
Kaesspatzle , freshly boiled dumplings 
that are also covered with fried onions. .’ 

Though the choice of restaurants 
seemed a bit limited in Schruns, at least 
outside the hotels, that was not the case^ 
at the ski areas themselves, w’here eating V 
and drinking appeared to rank with ski- 
ing as the favorite on-slope activities. 

There are basic cafeterias serving 
soups, salads and Kaesspatzle. and full- 
service restaurants offering trout, game 
and, yes. Kaesspatzle. One restaurant 
halfway up the Silvretta Nora special- 
izes in Bavarian dishes, catering to the 
German visitors who flock to the Monta- 
fon on weekends. I never had trouble 
finding the local brew. Fohrenbuiger. 

When I took a break for lunch on the' 
outdoor terrace at the top of the Silvretta 
Nova, the bar was already filling up. In 
one comer a mustachioed DJ announced 
the next song from a gondola cabin that 
had been convened into his sound booth. 
Skiers with rainbow' patterns on their 
jackets tapped their boots in time with 
the music. This was Austrian rock, and 
that meant that accordions laid the foun- 
dation. In time with the qompahs. the 
singer began in heavy dialect. "Das * 
Skifahren isl das leivantste " — loosely A . 
translated. “Skiing is totally awesome." 

He got no argumenL 


Eric Pfanner. an editor at The In- 
ternational Herald Tribune, wrote this 


in pockets of the nearby Engadine valley - for The New York Times. 


Discovering Iran: A Cultural Adventure 


By Elaine Sciolino 

New York Timex Service 

T EHRAN — The group of female 
American tourists danced a 
crowd-stopping dance of the 
veil. Outside the vast shrine in 
the center of Meshed, Iran, the women 
struggled with their chadors, shroud-like 
garments that cover all but the face and 
must be secured with one hand held 
under the chin. There are no hooks or 
zippers to make the job easier. 

u was not enough that we were already 
wearing scarves on our heads and loose 
garments that hid the shape of our torsos. 
This was the holiest pilgrimage site in 
Iran, the place where Imam Reza, the 
eighth of the 12 imams, or religious lead- 
ers. in Shiite Islam, died in the ninth 
century and is buried. Even though the 
shrine itself was off limits to non- 
Muslims, we were allowed to walk 
through the outer courtyard, watch an 
informational film at a foreign reception 
center and tour the museums on the vast 
compound. But only if we disguised 
ourselves in the veils that our guide 
handed out as we emerged from our bus. 

Iranian schoolchildren giggled at the 
sight A grizzled Iranian man asked to 
have his picture taken with us. One of the 
men in our group threw his sport coat over 
his head and jumped into the picture. 

Even I, who have been going to Iran as 
a’ journalist for 20 years, have never 
gotten used to this unwieldy garment, 
which lets me take notes only if I hold it 
together in my teeth. 

In the early years of Iran’s revolu- 
tionary regime, which took power in 
1979, tourists — particularly Americans 
— were considered dangerous invaders 
bent cm sullying Islamic purity with 
Western culture. 

These days, American tourists are no 
longer considered as ugly as they once 
were. Iran’s regime is beginning to smile 
back, luring them with its treasures: the 
monumental ruins of ancient Persia, the 
intricately patterned mosques of Islam, 
the glittering palaces of the shahs, the 
landscapes of snowcapped mountains 
and rice paddies and palm-studded 
deserts. For about two years, intrepid 
Americans have ventured in, most of 
them on group tours organized by U.S. 
and Canadian companies, but some on 
customized private visits. 

My 18 traveling companions were 
intrepid, well traveled and well pre- 
fared. Our 14-day journey took us 
through Tehran, Meshed. Kerman- 
shahan, Hamadan. Kerman, Bam. Yazd. 
Shiraz, Persepolis. Esfahan. Kashan and 
Qum. We were free to go wherever we 
wanted and, except for military install- 
ations, airports, mosque interiors and 
some museums, took photographs as we 
wished. 

Our guide was a retired teacher who 
could not quite support himself and his 
wife on his small pension. 

Our tour was run by Bestway Tours 
and Safaris, of Vancouver. British 
Columbia, although several of us who 
had booked through Absolute Asia, a 
New York-based company, did not know 

that until we arrived. We also discovered 
that Bestway had charged tour members 
only S2.790 for their trip, excluding air 










* < 
* 4 • . 


Ptein Ante* ft-Oi/KRr . 

A visitor in a chador walking through rhe ancient streets of Bam. a mud and brick citadel in southeastern Iron A. 




fare: we had paid Absolute Asia $3,125. 

Iran’s tourist infrastructure functions 
surprisingly welk considering how few 
high-paying tourists have ventured in 
over the last two decades. The holds 
built during the 1970s oil boom have 
seen better days, but have been ren- 
ovated and function fairly well. 

Tourist Infrastructure 

Domestic air travel is cheap, remark- 
ably safe and on time. Pharmacies are 
well stocked. Persian cuisine is a delight 
(when one can get away from the ubiq- 
uitous kabobs): fresh fruits and vege- 
tables are grown throughout the country, 
and in Tehran the tap water is considered 
better than the bottled variety. 

But our lour bus was in need of repair 
and cleaning. The air-conditioning blew 


threats to confiscate our luggage, hold 
up our departure and even try the alleged 
culprit in an Iranian court Eventually, 
the security guard and airport police 
were paid off. 

Throughout the trip, the official an- 
imosity toward the CJ.S. government 


government 


contrasted sharply with the shock and 
sheer joy of ordinary Iranians in en- 
countering Americans who liked Iran 
well enough to come touring. 

What makes it especially difficult to 
penetrate the country is dial Iranians 
operate in two worlds. Behavior is much 
more relaxed in the privacy of one’s 
home, where even the most devout 
Muslim women remove their head cov- 
erings. And in secular families, one may 
even be offered a shot of bootleg vodka 
or a glass of homemade wine. For the 
most part, our group operated in a par- 


hard through the holes where overhead allel universe, seeing the externals, 
lights should have been. There were no But there were moments of discovery, 

sear belts and no toilet. The choking-air many of them disheartening. One wom- 
pollution from leaded gasoline fumes an in our group said that Iran would be a 
can be troubling for people with res- great place to take a bike trek, but then 
piraioiy problems, particularly in the big learned that men and women must ride 
cities such as Tehran and Esfahan. bikes on segregated tracks. A man gave a 

Except at the mosques, the women in young Iranian woman friend of mine a 


our group took risks with their dress 
almost from the start. Our guide made 
the mistake of telling us at our first 
orientation that we did not have to wear 
die poorly sewn, ankle-length polyester 


good-bye hug in front of our hotel in 
Shiraz, and she recoiled in fear. Men and 
women who are not close relatives are 
not even supposed to shake bands. 

The American women were incensed 


coats handed out at the beginning of the that Iranian women have to ride in the 
lour. So some women donned their hus- back of the bus. And then there was the 
bonds’ shirts over pants and exchanged incident of the. restaurant toilets in 
their scarves for hats. It was unseason- Shiraz. The men’s was a familiar West- 
ably hot. so we even dared to go bore- cm, chair-like model; the women’s was. 
headed on the bus, which elicited wide- as in most places; a porcelain hole in the 
eyed stares (but no arrests). ground that required squatting. 

Bending the rules did not extend to But in spite of all the restrictions, the 

alcohoL When security guards at magic of Can took over. 

Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport discovered We sought refuge from the stares and 
several tiny bottles of liquor in the suit- smog on me footpaths of the enormous 
case of one tour member, there were Bagh-eEram in Shiraz, a sprawling pub- 


lic garden filled with 200-year-old 5 
cypress, pomegranate, salt cedar and 
sour cherry trees, musk roses, coxcomb ’ 
and honeysuckle. - ' 

We soaked in the view of palm groves : 
in the desert from the top of the medieval 
mud-walled citadel and town at Bam. * 
then sipped mango juice at a charming 
teahouse there run by an Iranian woman 
who beckoned with the words, “We are - 
waiting for you.” 

We left the world of Shiite Islam far 
behind in Hamadan at a mausoleum with 
a basket of yarmu Ikes at the entrance and 
a wall engraved with the Ten Com- 
mandments in Hebrew. • 

We discovered a wedding reception af 
our hotel one evening in Shiraz and 
ventured in for a peek. The sister of the 
bnae introduced us around to the otiiej^ 
women, dressed in fancy cocktail? 
dresses, their hair lacquered, their faces 
beautifully made up. They danced in a 
conga hne led by the bride. The men;, 
meanwhile, were banished to a separate 
room, just as at an Orthodox Jewish- 
wedding. 

BEAUTY OF PKfcSEPOUS But it WOS 

the seat of Persia's ancient - 
Ira « s most important archaet ; 
that awed the Amer-. 
irans Walking through the vast remains i 

or the palace started in the sixth cenruryj 
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smraz. i oe men s was a ram mar west- Iran “ •* «««*« uc : 

em. chair-like model; the women's was. viiedbvrhJnw^' toUnsts 111081 be I 
as in most places; a porcelain hole in the ber -v f 1 o V rUfln S9 vern n i «tt- Anum s ' 
ground that required squatting. izeH tolll L provide organa 

But in spite of all tte restrictions, the fatale the VM 

magic of Iran took over. traveiino .P ] |'' ?cess - 1 15 Probably safer : 

We sought refuge from the stares and Iranian ® tour operator known to . 
smog on foe footpaths of the enormous can mm Inventive travelers * 

Bagh-e Eram in Shiraz, a sprawling pub- eraries ° n tteir own IdofJ 
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For Steel-in-Style, the Audi TT 


By Gavin Green 


T 


W HO makes the best car in 
*e world? Ask 20 top en- 
grneers and designers and 
« y S u ^ Probably get 15 dif- 

* e sa ™ People 
mal f J* roanufactarer who currently 
.S, 2£? “ d ' S 111051 beau Hftd cars— 

■ S5 tLL dl ^,fii recent moior show — 

** l ur P risin g unanimity. 

15fi 1 ?hl^ih S ? y rS ey love * e new Alfa 
’f Cy ^hrysler's concept ears 
are far-sighted and brave and BMWs 
nave an elegant consistency. But the 
loveliKt cars in the world are currently 
made by Audi. 

Great style has become the key to 
Audi s success. Thanks to their pro- 
gressive shapes. Audis are now will- 
fully aimed at architects, designers and 
the visually avant-garde. Mercedes has 
its class and heritage; BMW may still 
be the ultimate driving machine. But if 
you want styie-in-steel (or sometimes, 
in aluminum), you've got to get into an 
Audi. 

' It's a strategy that has clearly work- 
ed. Last year in Europe, the Audi A4 
easily outsold the rival Mercedes C- 
class, while the Audi A6 enjoyed a 42 
percent sales jump, to finish close be- 
hind the BMW 5-series and the Mer- 
cedes E-class, and well ahead of rival 
|/olvos and Saabs. 

The artistic armor is all the more 
important when you realize that, behind 
the coach- building courure, Audis are 
mostly just souped-up Volkswagens. 
They are testament to the cost-con- 
trolling genius of the “common plat- 
form' strategy, which Volkswagen now 
masters more than any other carmaker. 
In a nutshell, the idea is to make a vast 
number of near-identical mechanical 
platforms. And then clothe them in as 
many visually distinct body styles as the 
market dictates. Presto! A large and in- 
expensively conceived car range is 
bom. 

The new Audi TT. widely lauded as 
the most eye-catching car of the past few 
months, is the perfect example. It is a 
two-door, low-slung, ground-hugging, 
highspeed sports car. Yet take away that 
gorgeous yet highly individualistic 
shell, and guess what lies underneath? A 


* 


.MiUip-t 



m: 



S?;— *- v.-"- 
J’g- 



- A*' 



' •. i.x.i . •:>; : -,v& 


if* ■>' :! ■ 



Volkswagen Golf. Oh yes. its engine is 
turbocharged (as it is in the Golf GTi), 
the suspension is firmer, and a four- 
wheel-drive transmission parcels out the 
power to all four comers of the car. But 
in terms of major hardware, the Audi TT 
is a Golf- in -drag. To prove just how 
diverse this common platform strategy 
can be, other Golf-based cars include the 
new Beetle, the Skoda Oclavia, the small 
Audi A3 and the Seat Toledo. 

Smooth Execution 

Even more impressive than- the 
concept is the execution. The family cor 
lineage does not seriously compromise 
the TT in any way. It handles superbly. It 
rides well. It steers with a sharpness and 
precision that is better than most BMWs. 
The grip, aided by the quattro four- 
wheel-drive transmission, is especially 
impressive. So is the performance. For- 
get about the family-car roots. Much 
work has gone into the (once) humble 
1 .8-Iiter four-cylinder engine, including 
five-valve heads and the mrbocharger, 
and the upshot is substantially more per- 
formance than the substantially more 
expensive Porsche Boxster. 

The only downside wiih the engine is 
the noise. Sports cars should serenade 
with their exhaust music, as well as 
stimulate with their performance. The 


RECORDINGS 


• MICHEL PETRUCCIANI, “Live 
Solo" {Dreyfus): The final album by the 
late French pianist, on stage in Frankfurt. 
He was at his best when there was 
nobody between him and the audience. 
Very few improvisers could combine 
technique with soul, respect for tradition 
with a sense of adventure, commerci- 
al! ty with purity and humor with gravitas 
quite like him. "From “BesameMucho,” 
to “Caravan,!’ and his own “Little 
Piece in C for U” and “Chloe Meets 
Gershwin,” he is eclectically eccentric, 
in: the slot, hairmonically rich. History 
will treat him well. 

> LUCINDA WILLIAMS, “Car 

Wheels on a Gravel Road” (Mercury): 
The producer Joe Boyd calls this album 
the " ‘Blonde on Blonde’ of the ’90s.” 
And Williams’s voice has been de- 
iribed as a “mixture of honey and 
Gfqurbon.” Country music meets the 
blhes. She composed most of the songs 
— two of them are “Drunken Angel. - ' 


which is kind of what she sings like, and 
“Concrete and Barbed Wire,” a good 
description of the blue look of the coun- 
try she occupies. And the first two lines 
of * ‘Joy” go like this: ‘ ‘I don’t want you 
anymore/ ’Cause you took my joy.” 

• J.J. Johnson, “Heroes” 
(Verve): Probably the most important 
virtuoso in the history of the trombone 
since it evolved from the sackbut, John- 
son, 74, says that this is his last recording 
before retirement. He has never sounded 
better — firm as ever though amazingly 
youthful. One track presents seven 
choice minutes of acoustic Wayne 
Shorter. On another, he overdubs him- 
self on a two-trombone line reminiscent 
of Jay and Kai. The “heroes" of the title 
are the creators of modem jazz, but 
there's no doubt about who's the real 
hero here. 

Mike Zwerin/IHT 


Gavin Green is editor in chief of Car 
magazine. 


BRIDGE 


[ By Alan Truscott 

W HETHER an expert 
can perform at a high 
level if the demands of work 
and family force him or her to 
seyerely iiinit appearances at 
the card table is debatable. 
One who clearly can is Greg 
Woods of Westport. Con- 
necticut. an options trader 
whose team won the Tri-State 
Regional Knockout Team title 
in Port Chester. New York. 
He and two teammates. Gene 
and Tom Smith, won the 
iame title last year, and this 
/ear his other teammates were 
\Jex Allen. Abe Pineles and 
Richard De Martino. 

The final was a clifBianger. 
Dn the diagramed deal, Saxe 


was South, partnering 
Woods, and ventured a 
three-heart bid when East 
raised spades over a take-out 
double. This was not as risky 
as it might appear, since 
North was known to be short 
in spades and a crossniff was 
predictable. 

A spade was led, and South 
captured East's queen with 
the ace, throwing a diamond 
from dummy. A diamond was 
led to the ace and a diamond 
was ruffed. South next led the 
heart jack, and East took his 
ace and returned a trump, won 
in dummy. 

A low club wa.s led, and the 
nine, 10 and jack were played. 
Now South had to locate the 
club ace. If East held 
ace-queen there was no hope. 


and he would not have played 
the nine if he held the four. 
The significant positions, 
therefore, were those in 
which East, began with a 
doubleton ace-nine or 
queen-nine. Saxe decided that 
the larter was unlikely, for if 
West held the ace he would 
probably have persevered 
with three spades over three 
hearts. At his next opportu- 
nity therefore, after raffing a 
spade lead in the dummy, he 
played another low club and 
made his game when the ace 
popped up. 

In the replay the bidding 
began similarly but South 
passed over two spades. The 
defense slipped slightly, al- 
lowing an overtrick that 
proved to be crucial when the 


Woods team won the match 
and the title by one imp. 

NORTH 

♦ - 

9KQ965 
v A J JO 3 
* K 8 5 3 


WEST 
* K J972 
t?87 
C-Q72 
*Q J4 


- EAST(D1 

♦ Q 8 6 5 
A3 

0 K 9 8 6 5 

* A 9 


SOUTH 

♦ A 10 4 3 
J 10 4 2 

0 A 

* 10762 

Both sides were vulnerable. The 


bidding: 

East South 

West 

North 

1 C 

Pass 

1 * 

DbL 

2 * 

3 ? 

Pass 

4? 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



West led the spade two. 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 7-10 and cX hers 
r it appears next 
ID sorne records 
s College unit 
j Check out 
r Lots and plots 
jJoin 

t Legal action 
JjjSjffix with verD 
itiwas. io Ovid 

i Kind of scallop 
iMad 

s Ail- American 
name 

t Brought up 
i Smooth, in a 
way 


31 Toni Morrison's 

■ Baby' 

32 investigation 
aids 

34 Some are 

political 

36Prootgoof 

38 Stovepipe 
«2 Dweller on the 
Red Sea 

44 Saw things 

45 crab soup 

48 Out lo lunch 
so Proceeds 

51 One holding a 
chair, perhaps 

S3 Bill Gates and 
Steve Jobs 
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Solution to Puzzle of March. 4 



ss Cold Harbor 
soldier 

38 “A Little Bitty 
Tear* singer, 
1962 

87 Catullus . 

composition 
so Valentine's Day 
message 
si Didn't have 
enough 
S3 British 

protectorate 
until 1962 
m Like a birdie 
as Electrical 
phenomena 
86 Disregards 
67 China shop 
purchase 

DOWN 

1 Kind of tile 

2 Chat 

32000, for one 
4 Run without 
moving 
s Powerhouse 

6 Record cutter 

7 Part ol a Jazz 
combo 

am order (to) 
Btt'sadrag 
to Squeeze (out) 

11 Turn yellow, 
maybe 

12 Bound by routine 

13 Sheets 


i4Tille character in 
70 s TV 

24 Aspiring diva's 
goal 

25 Showed 
respect, in a way 

27 When zero hour 
occurs 

29 Tetrahyoro- 
zofine brand 

30 Shiloh pnest 

33 What a wrangler 
wrangles 

35 Rudder support 
37 She played Mia 
in “Pulp Fiction” 

39 Captlol Hd 
doings 

40 Audience 
member 

41 Fairytale title 
character 

43 *WeU, almost!* 
48 Incite 

46 Plaza de la 
Ravofcjcan 
locale 

47 Improves 

48 Lose one's shirt 
52 Pkirafizers 

64 Smooth tnh 

ST Cry Over spilled 
milk 

58 Hardly exciting 
eo 'Matilda* star 
— Wilson 
62 Charles Vb 
domain: Abbr. 
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0 Neu- York Times/Edited by Will Shonz. 


For investment 
information 

Read THE MONEY REPORT 

every Saturday in the I HT. 


EITAIN 


London 

European Academy for the Arte 
& Accademia Italians, tel (?71» 
235-Q3Q3. closed Mondays. To 
March 28. “The Shader.- o' the 
Night: Etruscan Splendcurs Frcn 
Votietran Tuscany" Ancient 
bronze artifacts from the myster- 
ious Etruscan civilization (7:0, ;o£d 
century 8 C l. 

National Gallery, tel: ;171; 
747-2865. Open daily To May 23 
“Orazio Geruiiescm at the Court c' 
Charles I The Italian painter 
(1583-16391 became court painter 
in 1 626. developing rus cwr. .‘err, z‘ 
Caravaggism that appealed :: the 

ltalianaie tastes cf me Stuart 
court 

ivvhv natenalgshe.y erg l-*c 
Royal Academy of Arts. tei. : 1 71 ( 
300-8000. epen daily. Continu- 
ing/ To April 11 • Mcnei in :he 20rh 
Century." Features 00 paintings 
completed m the final aecades ot 
the an<s: s life. 

www royalacactemy. org. 


CHINA 


TT sounds about as sexy as a didgeridoo. 
Instead of an uplifting growl, there's a 
demotivating drone. 

The best pan of the car is the style, 
though. Its rounded, armadillo-like 
shape is hugely unconventional and in- 
credibly brave. Yet it works. Like all 
Audis. the surface work is clean and 
taut, and the body is a homogenous 
whole rather than a series of disjointed 
shapes. 

And it isn't just the exterior, either. 
The interior, the part of the car that 
designers traditionally ignore and yet 
where customers spend the most time', is 
novel, beautiful and uplifting. The 
plastics are of superb quality, and alu- 
minum rings the instruments and laces 
other pans of the cabin, including the 
pedals. Neat touches include the" alu- 
minum bezels around the vents, which 
rotate to alter air flow. 

A big aluminum brace in the center 
console increases the modem, metallic 
feel of the cockpit. Ii's a refreshing 
change from that outdated Edw'ardiaii 
leftover — wood — which tradition, 
rather than common sense, says should 
be used in luxury cars, t Everyone knows 
that the only two makers in the world 
that can properly craft wood, in car cab- 
ins, are Rolls-Royce and Jaguar.) The 
only weak points in the cabin are the rear 
chairs. They ore hopelessly small and 
cramped, even by sports car standards. 
At least they fold forward to boost lug- 
gage space. 

You don’t buy an Audi TT for the 
back seat or the trunk. Instead you buy it 
to drive, and to look at. It scores spec- 
tacularly well on both fronts. Ir is a car of 
style and substance, And is further ev- 
idence of Audi’s spectacular progress in 
the ’90s. When the decade is over, and 
the trophies are handed out, Audi not 
only wants to be remembered as the style 
master of the fin-de-siecle. It also de- 
serves to be regarded as “most im- 
proved” carmaker of the period. For the 
new millennium, its ambitions are even 
richer. 

• Audi TT Coupe. About $50,000. 
Four-cylinder engine, 1,78 1 cc. 20 
valves.' 225 bhp at 5,900 rpm. Front- 
engine, four-wheel drive. Maximum 
speed: 230 kph ( 143 mph). Acceleration; 
(>-100 kph in 6.3 seconds. Average fuel 
consumption: 9.8 lilers/100 km. 

Next: The Jaguar S-type 


Beijing 

Palace of Fine Arts, ctcsea Mon- 
days. To March. 16: 1 Zao Wcu-Ki: 
Sixty Years ol Painting." Absrac: 
Oils by ihe Chinese- tom pair.isr 
reflecting European and Chinese 
influences. The exhibition vv>. 
navel lo Guangzhcu. 


FRANCE 



Paris 

Maison de la Culture du Japon a 
Parish tel: 01-4J-S7-9S-01. dosed 
Sundays and Mona ays. To March 
13 'L'Enfant et lUiuyo-e" The 
artists cl the otn-e-e mover-, er.: 
favored d any scenes in which cfj- 
dren alien appeared. Mere than 
160 works by Harur.obu 
Hiroshige. Kumyoshi and Utarr.a'c 
and other artists el ;he Edc ans 
Meiji periods are displayed. 

Musee d'Orsay. tel: Gl-i0-i5— 
48-14. closed Mondays. To June 6. 
'Edward Burne-Jones: Un Man's 
Anglais de rimaginaire.' More tnar. 
150 oil paintings, watsrcclcrs and 
drawings as well as tapestries, 
stained' glass, tiles, painted tumnure 
and jewelry lhat reflect the romantic, 
medieval sot^eci matter that suf- 
fused the British artist's work 
v/ww.musee-orsay. tr 


The T hyssen -Bornen liszo collection ends its four rtf 
Japan: Childe Hassams " Fifth Avenue" is in the show. 


GERMANY 


Hamburg 

Deichtorhallen, tel- 140) 32-10- 
-30, closed Mondays. To May 9: 
"Marc Chagall: Aus dem Grafischen 
Werk." A selection ol lithographic 
works from the Russian artist: The 
themes are drawn from memories of 


’-.s youth .r. Vitebsk, a town rich in 
Jewish culture and traditions. 

^ HONG KONG 

Hong Kong Museum of Art, in 
Kowloon, tel: (852) 2734-2167. 
e'eseo Thursdays. To Apni ii: 
•T-e Cobra Movement- 50 Years “ 
Or. loan from the Ccbra Museum 
fer Modern An in Amstetveen. The 
Netherlands, a selection of works 
created by Alechmsky, Appel and 
Corneille, m ihe 1940s and ’50s 
:vww. usd.gov hkfikma 

■ JAPAN 

Sendai 

Miyagi Museum of Art, Tel: (022) 
221-2111. Continuing^ To March 
14: "Masterworks From the Car- 
men-Thyssen-Bomemisza Collec- 
tion.- On loan from the Madnd col- 
lection. more than 90 European and 
American paintings, dating from the 
IStti century to the early 1900s. 

Tokyo 

Tokyo National Museum, tel: (3) 


38-22-11-n. closed Mondays. To 
March 28: "Liberty Leading tne 
People." As part ol the exchange ol 
artistic national treasures between 
France and Japan. Delacroix's al- 
legory. "La Liberie Guidani le 
Peuple." inspired by the French Ju- 
ly Revolution of 1830 is cn snow. 
www.tnrp.ge.jp 

R NETHERLANDS 
Amsterdam 

Rijksmuseum,te1: (20) 673-21 21 . 
open daily. To March 14- "Asser: 
Pioneer of Dutch Photography.” 
An exhibition devoted to the early 
days of Dutch photography, with a 
selection of works by Eduard Isaac 
Asser (1809-1894). 

B SWEDE N 

Stockholm 

Modems Museel, tel: (8) 5195- 
5200, closed Mondays. To May 24: 
"Alexander Rodchenko. 1891- 
1956." Paintings, sculptures, draw- 
ings. collages photography trace 
the Russian artist's career from his 


leadership of the Moscow av- 
ant-garde to the marginal nation of 
his art under Stalin's dictatorship, 
wwiv.mociemamyseei.se 

■ SWITZERLAND" 

Lausanne 

Fondatlon de I'Hermitage, tei: 
(21) 320-50*01. dosed Mondays. 
Continuing/ To May 24: L'Age 
d'Qr de ('Aquarelle Anglaise. 
1770-1901." A survey of British 
watercoiors and their interpreta- 
tion of landscapes and still liles. 
from Paul Sandby (1731-1809) to 
Turner. Bonington and Ihe Victori- 
an watercolorists. 

Zurich 

Museum Rietberg. tel: (1) 
202-45-28. closed Mondays To 
May IS: Gehame Visicner,." An 
exhibition of Ti be taniankas. dating 
from the 11th lo the mid-15th cen- 
tury. showing their complex rela- 
tionship with Buddhist cultures in 
Tibet. India and Nepal. 

www.wfterg.cn 

B UNITED STATES 
Boston 

McMullen Museum of Art, tel: 
(617) 552-8100. closed Saturdays 
and Sundays. To May 24: "Saints 
and Smners: Caravaggio and the 
Baroque image " A display of 
17th-century religious paintings, 
focusing around Caravaggio's re- 
cently rediscovered 'The Taking of 
Chnst." Among (he works are 
canvases oy Rem. Domenichino. 
Strczziand Carracci. 

San Francisco 
California Palace of the Legion 
of Honor, tel {415/ 750-3614. 
closed Mondays To May 9: "A 
Grand Design: The Art of me Vic- 
tena ana Alt>en Museum.' On loan 
from ihe London museum of dec- 
orative arts. 250 obiects spanning 
2.000 years, including Leonardo's 
visionary notebooks: 15th-century 
Flemish silver: paintings by Con- 
stable and -sculptures' by Cellini 
and Pisano, Chinese and Korean 
ceramics, and Sevres porcelain. 
www.thmker erg 

CLOSING SOON 

Asia 

March 7: "Goya: Unique and an 
Amst of His Time.” National Mu- 
seum of Western Art, Tokyo. 

Europe 

March 7. "Robert Rauschenberg: 
A Retrospective." Guggenheim 
Museum, Bilbao, Spain. 

March 7: "Jean Fautrien Paintings. 
Sculptures. Works on Paper." 
Modems Museet, Stockholm. 


Compiled by Ehsabetfi Hopkins 


BOOKS 


MR. DARWDrS SHOOTER 

By Roger McDonald. 365 pages. S25. 
Atlantic Monthly Press. 

Reviewed by Richard Bernstein 

S CATTERED here and there in the 
copious, diaries and letters of 
Charles Darwin are mentions of a certain 
Syms Covington. “My servant,” Dar- 
win called him. continuing in one ref- 
erence. “1 do not very much like him: 
but he is. perhaps from his very oddity, 
ver> f well adapted to all my purposes." 

Covington, who was bom to a laboring 
family in Bedford, England, and died in 
Australia not long after the publication of 
Darwin’s "Origin of Species" in 1859. 
is the inspiration for Roger McDonald's 
new novel, a high-spirited, adventure- 
some, idiosyncratic ramble through the 
history of science that certainly captures 
the "oddity" that Darwin spoke of. 

"Mr. Darw in’s Shooter” is. in other 
words, a fictionalized biography of a 
figure about whom the available his- 
torical documentation would probably 
not permit a full-scale nonfiction treat- 
ment. At the heart of McDonald s book 
is a picaresque novelization of the years 
that Covington spent w'ith Darwin in 
South America during the famed voyage 
of the Beagle in the 1830s. 

The Covington of McDonald’s novel 
collected specimens for Darwin. He 
roamed Patagonia and other places in 
search of animals and birds, and along the 
way he got involved in Indiana Jones-like 
scrapes and romances: Indiana Jones 


with a briny 19th-century flavor and a 
lack of scholarly understanding. 

The Covington of "Mr. Darwin's 
Shooter" is distinguished by an under- 
standable failure to realize that he is 
working for one of the greatest scientific 
thinkers of his century. 

As McDonald shapes Covington's 
semi-imaginary life, he rubs up against 
the Big Questions that Darwin's theory 
raised, expressed by McDonald in an 
earthily poetic vernacular. 

Stumbling over the "black lava" of 
the Galapagos Islands, where "the most 
old-fashioned antediluvian animals” can 
be found, Darwin and Covington are star- 
tled by what they see: “proof that God’s 
hand sizzled here with one thing, there 
with another, and the chambers of his 
gallery were infinite in their on-going.” 

Darwin is a powerful figure who fills 
up the background space of McDonald's 
book, but it is the rough-and-tumble, 
querulous figure of Covington who 
dominates the foreground. We first meet 
him as a teenager in Bedford in 1828, 
leaving home in the company of a kind 
of seagoing, born-again Congregation- 
alist named John Phipps. Later we see 
him near the end of his life, living as a 
prosperous agricultural entrepreneur in 
Australia, raising a brood of chi Idren and 
anxiously awaiting a copy of "Origin of 
Species." wondering if he will be men- 
tioned in the acknowledgments. 

McDonald alternates between the 
later Covington and the youthful one of 
the Darwin years, with both periods well 
grounded in historical detail. We ex- 


perience Covington as a member of a 
family of horse butchers in England, 
then follow him on board ships to South 
America in the company ol the evan- 
gelizing Phipps, and in his job as 
bird-shooter in Argentina, where he ex- 
plains to his paramour the method of 
skinning a winged specimen so that the 
feathers remain undisturbed. 

Covingion’s relationship with Darwin 
is cleverly imagined, seen mostly from 
Covington's point of view, but always 
comically marinaied in the deep dif- 
ferences "between the two men: one an 
advantaged, understated genius, the oth- 
er a coarser, more desperate figure 
caught between the need to please and 
the need to assert his self-respecL 
iVVii Yurt Tunes Semi «• 
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Appears every Monday in 
The Intcmurkei. To advertise contact 
Sarah Wcrshof in our London office: 
Tel.: -44 171 5 Id 572* 

Fax: -44 171 WX7 34*2 
or your nearest 1HT office or 
representative, 
mi mmi.i»>» mil \ MUM-m n 




The most exciting place \ 



et .Vev QumL Settled along the banks 
Hi Smgapoa River, next to the exciting 
^C^cf^uty-FE^atiySBage, the hip Boat Quay 







GENEVA 

Frcnang on late and Rttvnond HoW. 
Very bonus 400 sqm AP AflTMENT, 
4 Bedrooms, 4 brtw m ns. tana bring, 
sepamte dtaig loom {seats 20) Unoic 




Caribbean 


EXCLUSIVE VILLA, unique 
view, private access sea- 
side, 6 bedrooms, 5 bath- 
rooms. monthly/yearly rent, 
phone & tax: 

039 09 > 60 X 42 
mobile 039 33 S 423777 


SAflfT GERMAIN DES PRES. 2 ROM, 
70 sq m., rteganl, modem. luity fur- 
nlfted. low ceSnga, F12.000 par 
monfiL Tet +33 (0|5 61 09 10 22. 


PARIS 15th 

Close Mairie and Square Saint Lambert 

New building - High class finings. Large 5-room duplex with terraces, 
vast living with high ceiling. Parental suite. 2 bedrooms, study. 

FF 4,565,000 including double parking. 

Ready at the end of the year 2000 

Call +33 (0)1 45 38 45 06 


Next Soecial Headin 


REAL ESTATE In FRANCE 
Morcfi 12tft 1999 


REAL ESTATE 
'In and around PARIS" 
March 26th 1999 


For mart details please contact; 

International Herald Tribune 
In Paris 

Tel: 4-33 ION 4| 43 03 83 
Fax. +33 (0) I 41 43 93 70 
classified4Mri.com 


French Provinces 


TOULOUSE EXCEPTIONAL 3 apBfl- 
merts to 1 ®H can. DuUng an tree feed 


mere m Stuart twMng on tree feed 
square. 300 sqm. TogaUttf FF2.4 M. or 
separately. +33 m 6218 BIBO 


SICILY 

200 jcxrs old. 2 Wishes 


COUNTRY MANSION 
FAMILY CHAPEL 
Staff quartos, sables 
Set in 4ii xra oftnUsHk: rives*, and 
beautiful \wras over Western Sicily. 
This property is unique on the island 
Close to main tn^hwj^ and 1 hr drive 
then Palermo's airport. 

Prkt I'SS J edition. 


He ciktuirK* phone: 
Mrs Michelle Harrison 
PH Svdiws-Au-Jralia 
A] i 93621636 ur 
Cellular. 61 4 IRK 5 '«t 3 


French Riviera 


Paris and Suburbs 


OWNER SELLS 80 SQJL APARTMENT 
on CATMES HILLS. WondwM view 

ffi.mmoo {euros term Tec * 33 
(0*4 3348 7375. *33 f0)6 1152 1953 


Germany 


PARB-WSTORIC DUPLEX Penthouse, 
ftaatruttn views from 19 wmdowe. 4 
terraces. Morranartre. txfl 1930. Hup 
ffving mom. formal (fining room t bed- 
room. 15 baft, powder room, frertacas. 
fuUy ejiipped ttchen, M-m veranda, 
prase page, maid room. 2.600 sq t 


Real Estate 
for Sale 


FRANKFURT, TURN d Uie Certify, 2 
bedroom apartment, open fireplace. 15 
run to airport Public iranspait 
US$375,000 T0 +4SHB-7D790Z47 pri 


Reduced by owner al US$1, 400.000. Try 
both fs Paris 336-1171-9720 or NYC 


both Fs Paris 336-1171-9720 or 
1-917-85&6347 


7ft in SAINT GERMAH DES PRES 


Voy utque. ertre top floor aftigh class 
ancera mansion. aO sqm Vastlring 
cathedra Cfiina BrapteceJWe terrare, 
Mriookmg pmate garden, partng 
Trt +33 (0)1 42 22 76 95 Fax 4549 2381 


Real Estate Services 


PHUKET PROPERTY 

Cnriaermart (TfaUand) 
Resrienttad Comesoai Land 
Tefc 66-76-383210 Fax 66-76-383211 
Emai uuXon4Hmna 
mw-crutaanitartOTti 


ALAVMQAfULA NEAR ANZIO- Short 
drive Id Rome, gated 3 beftnmB baft 
exetaert oondUon, paA-fte Ming, wafc 
to beach. S300.000 US. Contact 
JartceBsdma&cotn 


London 


W1 NEAR SELfflJDGES 4 bedtxxra. 3 
bathrooms. Fla on 2 floors £259.000 
T:+44 (0|171 935 1451 P0171 486 3099 


7th, FACING EIFFEL TOWER 

CHAMP DE MARS 
PresugJaus ' pM a terre' 97 sqm. 
Tel +33 (0)1 55379622 - (0)1 44190401 


Corsica 


Mexico 


AJACCIO, new house. 120 sqm on 2 
levels. 1.000 sqm. growfe. FF 1H Tet 
*33 {0)49521 5104 or {0)6 0383 0H2 


ACAPULCO-Las Brim villa, pool, mao- 
nficert views al the bay S350K Emef 


nScert views of (he bay S3S0K Emer 
owoGaancertrfcflet Td 1-581-6550100 


PARR 16ft. see separately or together 
Duptet 137 sqm tight. guH. modem. 
QouBe Wing, 2 bedrooms. 2 1(2 baths, 
fufly equipped Mchen. garden Nearby 
aparfmenr 60 sqm 2 rooms wft garden; 
professional porabHy FF52M. both. 
Tetfax -33 (OfJ 39 5B fl) 02 


Morocco 


FME FRENCH PROPBITIES 
Usual Estate Serves 
Far 1-ZD5324-5874 
www-potariflJ Wfa w itirt 


MAGNIFICENT PALACEffUAD- In the 
Medina in Marrakech. Near I he 
Mamounfa HospitaL Weal for an exclu- 
sive hole!. Approximately 9500 sqm 
Fat USA 1212) 625-9068 or E-mat 
wmffftrtmcgm 


PARS 3rd - nr PLACE DES VOSGES 
240 sqm LOFT TO BE FITTS). Very 
nee by-ort - Chaim and character - 
vi iBth cetaiy freeaone TOWftOUSE 
Tel +33 ion 46 31 30 50 or +33 
(016 11 57 63 77 


French Provinces 


Paris and Suburbs 


15ft FRONT IS SEME magnfisrt du- 
plex 175 sqm, 32G3TO floor panoramic 
an Seine Dalrie fatog. 4 bedrooms. 2 
battKAggiB. FF3.76D.00a (0)1 42604936 


PERGORD LUXURY MANOR 875 sqm 
14 roamsoU semes My new txNM 1902 
aft top fittings & ration. Wtap vevr + 
50 acres, secluded. Fax 33(0)553408392 


ST GERMAIN DES PRES tap Soon** 
108) cert house. 3M rooms, t bertoom . 
cairn, Ideal copa *33 (0)1 43293757 


8ft, GEORGE V. SO m Onmps Bysees 
32 sqm 7ft and fop floor, ifl, bngM. 
sumy wft view. FFB90.00Q. Td alter 8 
pm +33 CPU 42 89 20 57 


DINING OUT 


{aft,} 


115 SQJL AVENUE tCffl) MARIK + 
3 terraces 165 sqm - parting top lorn • 
Ercepunal view South fadng. +33 
(Oft 42 68 90 00 


PARIS 5 th 


PARIS rift 


Portugal 


MAHARAJAH 


SuonriM brio S)0m.hMi NUtOdoh 
bwriout wxrouha ■arantafaned sofa* 
nMn» 127/169 F,<nli IMF 
72, bd SKGwmriv Til 01 43 54 26 07 


LEBUBOQUET 

A |aa Mmole ana 1947 
AHhe heart of S lid G e mw i n d M 
far Avar or a drink- 


13 , rue Sofaf-SeaeM, T.Ol 


N£UUlYSUK-SBm 


PAHS rift 


A GOOD ADOBES TO BEIA 9 * 
Manu 109 FF: 10 riaitws, main eawm 
desert. Banqueting hei ♦ 'awpe 
t h cw«)eacfa*affiradot< iB rawr ig i efc 


JARRASSE 


L'KAUBl 
DE PARIS 


ALGARVE 

Conpany owned 420 sqm. via rift 
Suiting views, sm m over 2 acres 
(/pnracy.USS395.00a 
w ehste: wm» Journos cortVsunsa hcusffi 
emaft rdd0948l8maaJMpac{2 
Tefffcr 35152.442644 


JAREHNS ST-GERMAJN 

14, ni« du Drogcw TeL 01 4S 44 72 82 


Sm food «d Brii rpodeftin. Fnsh tfaSy 
dafawy. CM + M«a> FF 195 . Vokt 
porkinp. PrivaN lounge*. Open enryifay. 

Mr A Mn MQWQN 4, av. da Moririd 
U. 01 46 2407 56 - Fme 01 40 H 35 60 


Switzerland 




I LAKE ©EVA & ALPS 


KERVANSARAY 


fsaufto nzBd 
since 1975 


■-INiliromidndby nwytobafts 
but fa*n msouroM in Porir* 
[M w faai TiBvd Cddn 
14, nn Dooptdoe. T. 01 43264491 


Tbfcfafa L ImI xpacUfar, Wafer bw, 
bat mafand ww»4 Wfloar. M ftfaafcV. 
TA: 512 SS 43 . AircBodfioMd. Nov Op«. 
Hoti- 3 pm. 8 6 pn-lam, maftSmtof. 
Opw hoSdoyv 


MBacOve pmpeqiBs. overtodang view 
1 to 5 bedrootr es . tan SFr 200.000 
REVACSA. 

52, MontMteN CK-1211 ®£VA 2 
Tel 4122-734 16 40 Far 734 12 20 


HOLIDAYS 


SAFARIS 


Bulgaria 


Corsica 


TtC 1 


M A. K 1 L. A 


4 Place de Valois 

75001 Baris 

lei 0142968000 Rs 0142961805 

e-malt makila®«ssynet.fr 
Web:- http:77wwwjrxikilo.fr 
Want a hoUrtay wHti a difference? 
Came and see us or cell 


BULGARIA- VILLA STRESOV/BarovttS 
Unexpected luxury and comfort un- 
matched elsewhere in Baiuns. Now 
more affordable than ever. Exclusive 
U.S. owned Swiss -style chalei m Rita 
Mountain resort steeps 8 4 bedrooms 
each writ pnvaa batman and tetany, 
ttwng room, dMng room, goutmrt tacn- 
ol Exqrtstely decoraed. Uy axxppad 


CORSICA- (EAR CALK. presOgnus rf- 
la panoramic sea view, pod large ter- 
races. 8 - 10 pen. AprB. May. June. 
Sapt Ttt *33(08 06 03 38 64 


French Provinces 


with eO amentes. mchirtng vrfiirtpoots 
and sauna. Extraonmary ludeavay and 
wfluedeyond you expectasore For tree 
brodue and reservations: Slresov IrtX 
Sda TeL *3592-9904292 Fax:+35B2- 
9810482 Webslr fep7/v«astreswcom 
tmat nqjMesflviasBeswxam. 


ST REW DE PROVBXZ, euepoond. 
megrificem. Pravancai mas. 400 sqm. 
5 bedims. 3 bams. 5 na. waled part, 
swiimhn pool T x 12 ROC 3-17 ApiV, 
JJy l August M *33 W 9092 2168 


French Riviera 


Bed & Breakfasts 


Holiday Rentals 


Affordable Manhattan Lodgings. NYC. 
Shoo stay luxury apartments, superior 
BAB rscisry. many locations 
Tet 212-677-^16 Fax. 212-2538295. 
wwwmartBHanloilgings.com 


Caribbean 


CARIBBEAN VACATION VILLAS 
& HOTELS - on ST. ^AHTHELEMY, 
F Wi S other select Cotteen Bams. 
Gnat aunmer packages! The best vte 
m re best locaeons Also. Jovely vMas in 


CAP D-AiniBES AJAN -Near bBKtw. 

QvtatsnSng rfe peri Sfoeps 7. 

4 E aste rns. 2 bafts. Shower. 3 WC. 
Air corxftoqinq gadsn. Qaroeq. 
AvaJabte Aprt to Oei. 

Eastar Carres teftai M B cn nim 2000- 
Tal *33 tBBSISUn Fax 493 S 17 B 63 : 


latemet address: 

httpi//wwwJhtcom 


Italy, Franca & the English oaummfoa. 
Our agents hare Inspected afi rite & 
hrtafs pengnaly. wimcosbahth - 


Germany 


FIEHCH COUNTRY COTTAGE, 3 bed- 


hoafs penonaly. wimcosbahth - 

•wwiwmcralascom US. tat (4011849- 
8012ftax 6476290. from FRANCE 0 800 
901620. 


-rooms, slam 8*. Biva» Wig. rintng. 
U ttehen & bah. Ck» n toaft, Co- 


gnac & more. Rom US 9265 per week 
1-2B1-379688B: GDVBaMftsdtf-OT 


ARUBA tour own HwkaimhM 
deam home In the Cattean 
wwwmuteleystaciLcom 


Paris Area Furnished 


LE VKtHET, io min. bom b Drtenca, 
RES, luxury IHW& 450 sqm, 6 bed- 
rooms, 5 bafts, beat* pool, garden, ga- 
rage, SQ-OOOFFrtW) Tel +33{0)1ffi521& 


* PirteoUy adenB tocaflons In fta 
flendi/SwlasA*54onlie 
Madteanaan coast Shat rfcanca ton 

w Wonrtbnal afcport a raquhed. 


(t.A\ i ION 

V 1 


y 


PRIVATE ISLAND 
Belize, Western Caribbean 
Ten acre island comprising 5 landscaped 
acres and 5 acres of woodland d e da are d 
as a Wildlife Reserve. 

Housing complex with 5 bedrobm 


stares, kichen. dnmg pavilion. Stuff 
qusstess. Marne and beach equipment. 
Potenrial use as a private home or an 
exclusive resort. 
fijrfimher details contact: 

John German, CluttM* Daniel Smith 
45 Bofceky Square. Lorefoo W1X 5 DB 
Td: 44 (0) 171 408 1010 
Fax: 4410) 171 6293263 
E-mail: bouses.b-sq^d udora.com _ 


USA General 


lEAOOMOOO FARM 180 acres Nsnfc 


farm house & bams apintnc 850 acre 
stee part near N. Satan NY brand 1 
mla from F64. 60 mfes to NYC does to 
Graanwtfi CT and Mbrook. NY. Ideal 
for horea farm estate or convenflon can- 
tar. SI 8M E-mdL owoOconcertibJiet 
Tab 561-65543100 USA. 


USA Residential 


NYOGieenwch Viage Exdusn 

LOFTLESS IN NEW YORK? 


Thts 5300 sf loft in Greamricti features 
Conmhbn cohmra. 14 ceftng fietac. 
carnal air condfooring. a profess e naj 
Ktchen. NKsris area, dressing mom, 


sais& Jaaczi. nedse. offlea A laisfty 
room. A master bedroom suite with 
master baths. 3 addMonal befrooms A 
3 battm The AbaofeM Loll) 

Bvbsn Sw«sky 712-891-7S22 


KAUTFUL SARASOTA. MayxhCCTl 
wdertrort esae. Toi privacy, iota 
Irxury. Famous anMacfs panoraly de- 
ngned ratrert on 55 bnBzped acres. 
Private deepwater Mel marina bash, 
docks. Fantasy port and every mneeh- 
abfe buy. Oxnptae pted and waled 
seairty just minutes bom ste ppi ng , cuf- 
fiirt. educaxxal and tae nryfari oppor- 
ttxftas. Saparde S3 guest house, staff 
quarters, ouftuAdmgs. S5.5 Mlion. 
Conptae formation 941-365-4035, or 
write: Anderson Grot*). 777 Sa Pahn 
Ave.. Ssasota FL 34236. 


NYOVBage/Soho 34' Wide 

FINEST FEDERAL 
1832 beauty has gorgeous details, 
sweepmg 44' double parlor, chefs 


kfehen. 5 Fireplaces, conservatory and 
tarty landscaped garden. S35S0M. 


tarty landscaped 

Laih Mason 


124756880 x123 


DOUGLAS ELUHAN 


HARBOUR WATCH-TARPON SPRMQS, 
FLORIDA EacfaMe wawtont canruMy 
an Rortt's SUN COAST Hamas start 
M 3300000 to Si nflon plus, ffomerttas 
from 380,000 to S250JQ0. 727-9458171 
wwwtarbumfefuan 


LATTWGTOWN, LONG ISLAND 30 
Dfts bam NYC. Hqfodc estate on 37+ 
acres. 11.000 sq fl mansion. Cottage, 
carriage house, bam A stables. Estate 
am BeaUrt land 56500500. Joan de- 
Kay Prudenta U Reeiy 516-759-1 1i0 


Real Estate 
for Rent 


Caribbean 


mat goto A, atsti vb^n yards - 
New luxury p mate rib for rent. 4(5) 
suites, spectacular 35 ft horizon-pod 
over rock. 3 minutes to private cord 
teach. Halt servee. Contact website: 
www.kabtchepointcom E-mat renafce 
kaacfiepota.de or Fat +49-7B1-55 62 
004 


Holland 


RB1TK0USE MTERIATIONAL 
Not vtHrtbnd 

tor (semi) drafted housesl/fets. 
Tet 31-206448751 Far 31-206465909 
Nhoven 19-21. 1083 Am Amsterdam 


London 


C8ITRAL LONDON Ftfy dirtfted. da- 
ily u. 3 rooms. Sut captastode per- 
son £30CViV Mn In lyr. Tel +44 (0) 
1753 6821 3BFK +44(0) 1753 6871 51 


PORTOFBIO. 300 sqm. 2 floor via, 4 
beftooms. 4 baths. 30 sqm. terrace. 


13)0 sqjr. garden. 2 pariongs. Price 
Jure A Sept 517500. Jrty 521000. Au- 
gust 321000. Trt 433(01153430052 


gust 52600a Trt +33*Ojl5 


Switzerland 


KAIDS 1 STEG: New. tarry apaWB?*}. 
2 moms. 4 teds. TV. hi heften + baft 
from SFB30iweek. Tel ++41 33 6^ 2990 


Siula Barbn EdncrrinsW Storming 
A racking contemporary horns lufiy 
awed, 4 bed. 2.5 baths rasrrtan 
boast bredftaong views rt te ocsen, 
■stands, harbor A cuy Barts bested an 
the Riviera Bvafebie a S8.0tKVmc«h 
June, j* A Au^a. toqities by tax a 
1-805699-4574 a comas®toruw 


BREATHTAKING VIEW OF KW YWO, 
20 ft gtess wal: Certral Part fi CSy. 

liuraoty tunUm. prim. lax. carte; 
kfeal for buftuss-tnusitians4ourists. 
Itear Ctenstfa Hal Uncoto Oerter. 
Theaters A Shops. Sim or tong loin. 
Tet 7J&54W368i Ftf 7tMB«1« 


ETOLE. 60 sqm. 2-room ftel parted 
condHton A eqripmert. F12500. 
TrtfFer +33R1 *7 54 07 06 


Embassy Service 

YOUR' REAL ESTATE 
AGENT IN PARIS 


Parte Area Urrfumistecf 


Tel: 433 (OP 47^3005 

Fax *33 m 47 20 34 04 


Ifih PASSY, 72 sqm- 3roam tet. sun- 
ny, etartiert condua. FF8500 /month, 
furobhed posrtbta. +33 (Ql 45 25 14 78 


ST GERMAN das PRES *plad*teire' 
aqubped ttdian, baft redro. FF1225 
net MHmun 1 year. *33 (0)1 45890611 


AGENCE CHAMPS ELYSEES 

SpedatstK 

Ftrtfted apedmeos. 3 months or more 
v iriurefted, i tertW areas. . 


Switzerland 


Tel: 433 1 

Fir +33 


1 42 25 32 25 

H 45 63 37 09 


GENEVA, LUXURY FURNISHED apart- 
ments. From etudes to 4 bertooms. Tat. 
+41 22 735 6320 For *41 22 796 2671 


AT HOME M PARS 


Real Estate Wanted/Exchange 


PARIS PROMO 
tyaimnts to rent dirtfted or net 


Sale A Property Management Sevtoes. 
25 Av Hodte 75008 Parts Fx 01 -45611020 


Tel: 433 (0)1 45 53 25 60 


LUXURY PARK AVENUE APAR7NB1T 
2 Bedmamsf2 brths, office, terrace with 
cSy vtew, dose b t rensp o na lcn, rmae- 
ums. fteetBrs. ta condstonad • sxchwM 
for 2 badroom keaxy apartment in Pans, 
hit) watte between June 16 A Jrty 1A 
TeVFta 212-722*7794 USA 


GENERAL 


FINANCIAL SERVICES _ | ^ services 


FUNDING PROBLEMS? 

for i 1 

SOLUTIONS 
Contact 


BANCOR 

OF ASIA 
Bankable guarantees 
to secure funding 
for viable projects: 
VENTURE CAPITAL 
EQUITY LOANS 
REAL ESTATE 
Long term collateral 
Supported guarantees 

Fax (63-2)810-9284 
Tel. (63-2) 894 5358 
www.bac.com.ph 


iCommtntan emnmt only upon funding) 
Brokai* Couimuon Maurad 


DIVORCE 1-DAY CERTIFIED Cal or 
Fax (909) 922-3615. 300 S. Htytand 
Spr. Ave .Ste. 6C H43,Bamfng. CA 
sfeo USA Host dvoreaffspynrtxon 


DIVORCE IN 1 DAY. No travel. Wrtc 
Bra 377. Suefcuy. MA 01776 l BA. Tab 
97BM4363B7. RBC 978/443-0183. 


kail back 


New 

Lower Rates! 


Announcements 


Call the US. from: 

France 20e 

Germany. 21 1 

Italy. 27t 

Japan 22t 

U.K. 16C 


BmlbSPEnbimc 


SUBSCRIBER CUST0MB1 SERVICE: 
For neftons or queria about fta deft- 
ay rt your new sp s pte . the rtffljs rt yaw 
sutjasitafl or abort ORtarg a artsaip- 


fioa t^ease caf fte fobnrmg rurttere: 
EUROPE, HDUE EAST AID AFRICA: 


EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AID AFRCA: 
TOLL FREE - Austria 0680 8120 Art- 
BfUffl 00800 4 448 7827 Dtrumrtr 
00800 4 448 7BZ7 Ran 00600 4 448 
7827 Germany 00000 4 448 7BZ7 Graar 
Slteii 00600 4 446 7BZ7 Greaca 00800 
33 12 15 06 Med 00600 4 448 7827 


Instant Activation 
Kber-Optic Networks 
Itemized 6-Second Billing 
Ideal for Hom^ Office 
Hotels and Mobile Phones 


tarart (paid cal) 03 5121750 Mr 167 
780040 Laxembouro 0000 Z7C3 Nether- 


Agent Inquries'lmrited 

Teh 1306376.1962 
USj 1.800.965.1626 
Fax: 1.206.376.1963 


780040 Luxembourg 0000 2703 Nether- 
Mode 00000 4 448 7827 Manwy 00800 
4 448 7827 Sffafen 020 797039 SwS- 
2eriaadOO0OO4 4487BZ7Bsewhere (+33) 
1 41 439 361 THE AMERICAS: USA 
ftoUree) t-6006822884 Elsewhere (+1) 
212 7523890 ASIA: Hong Kong 2222 
1171 ftdWMBi (0221) 7:722061 Jam 
toB-free) 0120 464 027 Kora 3572 
0044 Mateysti (603) 9812814 PMfp- 
pines 895 *946 Singapore 325 0835 
Ttfru 7753456 Thailand 277 4485 
Elsewhere (+352) 29221171 


417 Second Avenue West 
Seattle. WA 98119 USA 
www.kallbxk.com 
Email: tnf6Gkalfback.com 


Business Opportunities 


OFFSHORE 


CHANGE OF MILLENIUM on South 
Pot? Pmtxapare vented. 6 we eta are 
and tarti reqarad required Information. 
,34 610 07 55 25 


COMPANIES 


ComprelieRsrve Services 


Auto Rentals 


Tet +44 (0) 1624 828591 
Fax: *44 (0) 1624 625126 
E-Mel: aatonGarterprtsanrt, 

Web Ste: wwitassotHorutoHmau* 


RBfT AUTO DERGI RANGE: Weekend 
FF500 - 7 days FF1500. Tet Paris 
*33 (0)1 4388 5555. Fax (0)1 4363 9529 


ASTON CORPORATE TRUSTEES LTD 


Autos Tax Free 


OFFSHORE COMMERCIAL BANK wflh 
eetarttahad eorreaxndert retettoftshfo. 
Ctasa A tense fteragemert avalabto. 
WMEDIATE DBJVERY. US$45 «a Tet 
403-2336488 Fac 4Q3-23389B8 


EUROPE AUTO BROKERS, INC 

TetHoBard 31(0)306064494 Rrfi060894 


ITS TIME TD BUT HOTELS fc) Fraaca 
Yea We hew a list rt 150 hates «ch 
ftencing. Fax: 433 (0)1 47 Z7 18 20. 


Escorts & Guides 


hlernaiioncil 

ESQgRIS. 


The Most Destrabte 

for toss wfw daraad acting 
tmOulmdrt&gert 
conro arwn ft p. wth 
rtisokM rtsoeton 


Wortfstop totanadonal bmrfln 

NewYorttUSHal-2^765-7891 

OFFICE© WTL-tSCWTS.COM 


Azzura 


*44 mm mom 

The trnnaavl Bean Serrts 
PtoWSng a nem and tash approach 


+3120-5789-221 

WORLD WIDE ESCORTS 
SELECTION FROM PICTURES 




AWSTOCATS Escort Sendee 

3 Shoufcftaea Si London Wl 
London T«fc 0171 258 0 DB 0 


OCIETY 


The Most Prasrigtaw Eaeort Agncy 


Executive Service WortdwWe 

Genuine Fashion, Gtamov 
& Cam* Motes 

SoehEhcrtad. It— gam. Suite Ute 
HQ in Loteon. Esiatffted to Germany 
Bnesets. tear. USA 


PARIS 

G0CVA Eflcats +*41 79 637 7BB4 


Tel: +44 (0) 171 2G6 1033 or 
+44 (0) 7000 444476 


CHELSEA ESCORT SERVICE 
51 Baucterap Ptacs, Loafer SW 1 
Tet 0171-584 Ktt 


Eunpwi JET SET ‘ VENNA ' PARS 
raratt'WflKHKtWPJCW YOfflC 
ROK'IHAN'OUSSEUXXIPLONDON 
Vlerna ++43-1-71Q 60 55 Escort Santa 


All EUROPE HEWS HIGH SOOETY 
Vine, Paris. Rhrtna, Matfan, 

Zrtton, Geneva. Fratfut 
b tmaitonrt Bari 6 Travrt Service 
■ Vtonra t+43-1-535 41 04 te aadl car* 


AHSTEFDAM * DREAMS * ESCORTS 
art turner Dare Santee it! Him or Her. 
Tet +31(0)064 02 SEE or 64 02 HI 


■ Vhayenk 6 after badnesses Waal for 
tom bqr rttariiara or to ty tam 
taestmerte are also emsderea 


■ Please sutn# a ftnrt presentaCon rt 
tout reel flrtBte or bustoets, & a 
prefcftaty K tafodtog ytwtertc 

demands. Rans & ofter eesertri 
datalb are mcMred. 


* Any proceedings wth our dams are 
strata* by leg* areMsna* monad 
OBdatoafe bum any pttertte eaert 


upon request 


Pbroee write In rirfot confidence to: 
Criristfoofo Eetels Service 
Fit +47 22 62 07 30 
E-nftL treeetODaMuio 


SWAP A NYC GREBIWKH VILLAGE 
APARTMENT- Chanting 1 badroom, 
trt* wate, Mfqua fiarisfitoos tar 
amia art e fora In Paris, Rome, Meo- 
teraneentend cjr^cMeartdrtuta 


Charming 1 bedroom, brick wads, arique 
hrr&m snoohmk Cal J. PdUti 
212-645-7023 USA. cfoycffeertfirtu* 


1 , . 



Appears every Friday 
inThe latHTOricet 
To arhmsc contact 
Sarah Vtoshof 

in oar London office: 

Tel.: -44 171 5105726 
ft*.— 4417] 9373462 
or your nearest IHT office 
or representative. 


■natwgftgmjB 


Business Opportunities 


Financial Services 


OFFSHORE COMPARES. For free bn- 
cfw» or«M» Tat London 44 181 741 
1224 Fax: 44 181 748 6558IB338 
wwwopftetenixxrti 


JUNE 9, 99: Jofo the M Soft show tar 
srtos to Parts, Frarxs . AS Fades wel- 
come. Fax: +33 (OR 47 27 18 20. 


SOLUTIONS 
TO FUMING 
PROBLEMS. 

We are arte to profide 
- Bartorte Giarantees tar 
vtete fxifods in new vflrtuas. 
business egqansioa dBvetapmRir 
and reeiger* I acrpaStas 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Business Services 


YOUR OFFICE M LONDON 
Sort Street - Mai Phone. Fax. Telex 
Tet 44 171 290 9000 Fax 171 499 7517 


Capital Available 


KTC, Prwifeig A Confident Conpany 
And Tnst Fomaion Serace • Wft Bata 
Accounts - Anonymous And O Free ■ 
Tai +41 32 327 2(14 
Roc *41 32 322 2235 
Emd HomtaiBhamvairttahore com 


PRIVATE TRUST FUNDS 
Avabbie tar reflnarce 
or worttag captef for 
O c— art Loans. 


Businesses For Sale 


No iptas fees 
For Mu FAX: 1-4046333647 
Our MBnrt 3 Page Web Ste 
www anfoelty-tiusLoom 
American FxtoBy Trust 


WArgeiqueDiM 
Tacrtur. GA 30083 USA 


HOia FOR SALE 

7 MINUTES OF POTTE DE CHA71IXW 
97 Roorra - Reflaixanl - UeeBng rooms 
SUtfllB: 44 171 233 1533 


Ikt'rfrv 


ir ■ tr 


Vrt/t 


Financial Services 


Executive Positions Available 


PRIME COLLATERAL 


INSTRUMENTS 

Veriub Captel finance Araterte 
tor Govemmert Projects and 
Government Conpartes 
ftatreetorsrta. 

Lrege Projeds our SpedaHy 
Also, Long Term fiaarce tor 


FAST-GROWMG AGENCY looking tar 
freelance tansMore, EngSsh to French 
Most to naftre ftandi speaker wnh fk 
nandal background and strong writing 
skis. Sand resume to: Tedrad. Fax 
+33W 44929305710 or fl-nal: 
tectrartrancaOcontousenrefoD 


General Positions Wanted 


Lsge art Smal Comante 
No conmtaston Urfl Futoad 


REPHESSTTATTVE 
Naaded to act as Usison 
Please repty.to EngSsh 


WTBWET CONTBir PROVIDER oefi- 
kx, wrier (In EngSsh: Quart in spoken 
Frenft) wth basic HIM- sttta to Part; 
tar interviews Marti 17-20 Respond to 
tqtacMnetm&cani 


VENTUItt CAPITAL CONSULTANTS 


PHYSIOTHERAPIST: NEURO-Pafcdiy 
seeks job, nutor daretopmert (newborn 
to 3 yaers) Trt Paris +33 (0)1 3443BB30 


16311 Venlua BW, Sute 999 
Encta, Cattsns 91436 USA. 
Fax No: (818) 905-1698 
TsL* (818) 7890422 
Hotext Sr Assoc Date 0.8 Letystad 


Educational Positions Available 


ENGLISH SPEAKING MATH TUTOR 
needed for 8ft grata student m Pans. 
Please cal (01) 53846700 
Fac (01) 53646704 


Don’t miss our next special heading 

SUMMER IN FRANCE 

2, 16 April, 7; 21,28 Mar. .4, 18, 2S Jmar 

For more information please ramart: 

DwaMwGwBKr 

CVTERNAIIOiVAL HEBALD TRIBLiNF, 
TeL' +33 (0)1 41 43 92 07 
E-mail: draBsmer@0it«om 


ESCORT GUDE SERVICE shea 1970 
Amstodam's uHknate ascorthwin club. 
MoQsecrajfoto.nl l +312057W333 


BLACK BEAUTY ESCORT SERVICE 
Exclusive Begat* Educated 8 Friendh 
London & Herehraw. 0i8ian9399.Caros 



mOTA ESCORT SERVICE 
(The Number 1 in Claas and Excetanca) 
Sfijraftfify tesAI mates wte tist ra- 
te specte touch TB. 07931 688899 


CHARMING YOUNG BEAUTY Anradw 
& Began. Pftrts Esoon Sertce 
London Tet QTO 5028 3483 


EXCLUSIVELY YOURS. Aitafis, a 
rtonrtng Uorte muteto model A Private 
Escort Service. NY 212-4720868. 


GHCVA PRETTY WOMAN ' BASEL ' 
CaE 022 / 348 00 89 Escort Agency 
lAUSAf#E440NTRBJX-VEVEY 


PUBS ESCORTS 
+312W7BM21 


HBH LffE * Vie«A * 24 hra. 

MOST EXCLUSIVE ESCORT SERVICE 
vetU +443-1^675890 al creA cards 


Sv 


•^ZUHKH - GENEVA ■ ffiRUT" 
HAMBURG - FRAIftFURT - MIAN 
- GWISMA ESCORT AGBCY “ 

Tet 0041-848 80 70 77 - Creel Cento 


■MADRID * HARMONY 1 BARCHUK* 1 
Rert af Hfor Hh most siurntog esoon 
service. Tet 619060928 V 630963182 


CONNOISSEUR NEW YORK, Escort 
sente feaartig beam, ctontn. 
sophtoticared models. Tet 2l2679-i89i 
E-maX irtoOtiycg(ls£om 


MRKA 

Private Escort Servfce 
ftatafun Tel *4»fl&j72«38«D 


^5t? 


ASIAN E UROPE AN ESC ORT Service 
•WLANTTALY^WITZOTAND* PARIS 
■COTE CTAZUfl'TH_ , +®{0)338 498 9504 


IKW STUNNB4G 8 CHARMWG H.OND 
Private &con Semce. 

London: 0171 584 K77 


) t • t- r ' 








AVANTl ESCORT SBMCE 
Beautiful terSee tor an unforrattoUe i 
to fte Big ApfDe. Cal 212-4474)090 


SOPHIE & FRIENDS Escort Santa 
Beautiful Interrattonal Models 
London 0171 2883106 


'BRUSSELS* 
Santas. Ctasw Escort Service 
Tat +32234441.12 


STUNNSH KDCAN Rattan MernrtDnrt 
model Nci*. gendnaty beeutfluL Men* . 
escon servte. Lofxtonr 07970 285311 ' 


BEAUTIFUL BRUNETTE, Stunting 
fiflint Ctttiiftg Ptaate Heat Sente 

liflwy SW3. RMdsLanMaSBUBGBB 


YOUNG 8 NEW —*"**“ 
Ftfenfly, prasy 6 dtaeet W Ctass Lon- 
don Bert Sendee 0171 821 S5S2 canto 


“ 6ERLH *** WELCOME*** 
ESCORT 8 GUDE SSWICE 
Tat 0172 740 IS 93 


'ZURICH* 
Carta* Bert Service 
Tet 079/ 403 30 81 


V* 

¥ - 
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Ambassador cars coming off an assembly line in TJtt^pai^lndi^" 

End of Road for an Icon? 

New Cars Overtake India’s Venerable ‘Amby 5 


By Barry Bearak 

blew York 7Tmer Service 


UTTARPARA, India — Streets in 
India are an extraordinary si ght for two 
reasons: the cows that wander sacredly 
and indifferently through traffic and the 
anticraated-loolring automobile with a 
bowler hat of a roof called die Am- 
bassador . 

little in the look of the car has 
changed during its 41 years on the road. 
The Ambassador is part icon, part 
curio, a beast of an automobile that 
easily seats seven, stands high off the 

S ound and nasally offers a ride with all 
t smoothness of an earthquake. 

Until the early 1980s, almost every 
car sold in India was an Ambassador ; 
and for its manufacturer, Hindustan 
Motors Ltd., this was clearly too much 
of a good thing. Near-monopoly con- 
ditions led to lingering corporate som- 
nolence. 

Now, with India’s economy more 
open and foreign automakers joining 
up with local partners, sales of the 
“Amby" have fallen to a 5 percent 
niche in a crowded market At the same 
time, after finally modernizing produc- 
tion, the company finds itself with too 


man y workers and a prickly dispute 
with its unions. 

“The Ambassador is in a fight for its 
survival,” said Prabal Chatiegee, the 
senior vice president in charge of the 
factory here in Uttaxpaxa, just north- 
west of Calcutta .' 

Auto* sales in India, though modest, 
have more than doubled during the past 
decade, with the 1998 total at 403,000. 
But drivers prefer vehicles that are 
smaller, sleeker and made far better. 
While the Ambassador, now priced at 
around $8,000, always has been an easy 
car to keep limning, it is not known as a 
car that runs particularly well. A stand- 
ing joke is that everything in die auto 
makes a noise except the horn. 

Last year, the company finally re- 
sponded with. $20 milli on of improve- 

plant was so ba^^ufidao^diat some 
of the newly installed equipment was as 
basic as conveyor belts. 

The assembly line no longer needs 
anywhere near its current 1 1,000 work- 
ers, but, in India, employees are not 
easily shed. 

“We could make the car with 800 to 
See CARS, Page 12 


Until the 1980s, the Ambassador, 
made by Hindustan Motors and 
unchanged for four decades, 
monopolized India’s car market, 
but now it is dominated byMaruti 
Udyog, a Joint venture between 
Suzuki and die government 

Ambassador market share 
in India 

15% 



*90 '91 '92 *93 ’94 *85 '96 *97 *88 

Cars made in India 
TOTAL 401,000 CARS 
For 12 months ended March 1998 
Maruti Udyog 86% 
Hindustan 6% 

Premier 3% 
General 
Motors 2% 

l— Others 3% 


Sources: Association of IrxSan Auto 
Manufacturers; Hindustan Motors NY T 



Thinking Ahead /Commentary 


The NGO Specter Stalks Trade Talks 


By Reginald Dale 

International Herald Tribune 


W ASHINGTON — As preparations get under 
way far a new round of international trade 
negotiations, provisionally dubbed the Mil- 
lennium Round, some of the world's top trade 
diplomats are haunted by a nig h tm a re . 

It is that their jealously guarded privacy is about to be 
i of sandal-clad hippies accusing them of 


invaded by a L _ __ _ 

exploit ing labor, destroying the jobs of honest blue- muiA u iu «vw i muw a» auu ww *»aut 

collar workers, encouraging the slaughter of endangered sea to keep them for out of the way. Accommodating them 


negotiation — partly by making deft use of the Internet — 
and some senior trade officials now fear they could do the 
same to the Millennium Round unless greater care is taken 
to prepare the political climate. 

Many governments now say trade liberalization may be 
unable to proceed without wider support from public opin- 
ion, and both Sir Leon Brittan, die European Union's top 
trade official, and President Bill Clinton have called for 
“civil society” to be more closely involved. 

Trade diplomats, however, are split between those who 
think it wise to accommodate the NoOs and those who want 


turtles and other unspeakable horrors. 

The nightmare is a caricature — but 
only just. It is based on an uncom- 
fortable new reality far the exclusive 

to settling^ tbe future of the world 
tr ying system in inaccessible con- 
ference chambers, or the backrooms 
of fine restaurants, in Geneva. 

Trade negotiations are no longer 
going to be shielded from the largely 
self-appointed representatives of what 
it has become fashionable to call 
“civil society” — in particular, the 
diverse array of increasingly powerful 
pressure groups known as nongov- 
ernmental organizations. 

These NGOs come in all shapes ana 
sizes. Some of tbe more respectable 


m ; 

# 



corruption or the relief of hunger, 

T> n r many flf the JHOSt fTHiiffl/l t 

NGOs have l 960 s-fUvored agendas of hostility to free trade 
SdSonomic globalizatipnTTbeir causes may range _fiom 
fixation on a 
concerns for I _ 
not shared by the 

the developing coufltms iArndMA 
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creates many problems. 

One senior trade diplomat in 
Geneva quite rightly points out that 
NGOs often display none of the trans- 
parency they seek in others, hide the 
sources of their funding and represent 
only narrow special interests, not the 
wider public. Some of the more ag- 
gressive NGOs are moire interested in 
confrontation than in consensus and 
are out to kill rational debate through 
biased, if not erroneous, scare-moo- 
gering. Their holier-than-thou tactics 
are often clearly undemocratic. 

But they are not going to go away. 
The challenge will be to satisfy the 
NGOs, or at least the more reasonable 
among them. That their opinions are 
being taken into account without let- 
ting them interfere in the actual ne- 
gotiating process. That must remain 
between governments. There are some 
things that the World Trade Orga- 
nization in Geneva and its member governments should do 
anyway to engage public opinion more fully in the trade- 
liberalization process — such as declassifying documents, 
- -*-« J ’— ,J ' — more seminars 


Bui greater openness should not mean giving away 
™ LS® vbm 5 w, S mZrSw button have been vastly em- commercially valuable information, revealing privileged 
. 7? 05 *, rxi?. L,rS^1astvear in helping to kill the plan governmental or legal communications or compromising 
boldened by their success y that was under ongoing neeotiati 


boldeneoDy wsa ' fovesaneat that was under ongoing negotiations. And the same standards should 

for a multilaleral Economic Cooperation to the NGOs themselves. Their privacy should not be 

negotiation rathe from the scrutiny they seek to impose on others. 

E-mail address: ThinAahead@Uu.com 
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Dell Forms an Alliance With IBM 

PC Maker Gets Know-How and Big Blue Gets a Steady Customer 


Cai^iJnityChrSaffFKmDapanm 

NEW YORK — Dell Computer 
Corp. said Thursday that it would buy 
$16 billion of equipment from Inter- 
national Business Machines Corp. un- 
der a seven-year deal that also calls far 
the companies to jointly develop new 
computer technology. 

Both companies’ stocks rose on the 

announcement. 

The deal initially calls for Dell to buy 
such IBM equipment as disk drives, flat- 
panel displays and memory chips to use 
in its computers. The companies even- 
tually expect broader sharing of tech- 
nology, including co-devel oping new 
products. 

Dell said the deal would help the 


'higher at 


products : 
nil corpc 


notebook personal computers, storage 
and servers, which axe power- 
corporate machines that ran net- 
works of PCs. IBM, in torn, will get a 
guaranteed source of sales. 

“These companies are about the 
biggest competitors that I've seen get 
together on a technology agreement," 
said George Logemann of tbe Boston 


consulting firm Yankee Group. 

IBM shares finished 53.875 hif 
$170,625. 

Dell rose 93.75 cents to S8 1 .875. The 
best performer in the Standard & Poor's 
500-stock index for tbe past three years, 
Dell had lost a quarter of its value since 
Feb. 2. 

The new agreement is not exclusive, 
allowing Dell to continue to buy from 
other suppliers. Dell was already one of 
IBM’s top 10 customers, according to 
Dan Ries, an analyst at Kaufman Broth- 
ers. 

Dell, which mostly sells personal 
computers running on Intel Corp. mi- 
croprocessors and Microsoft Corp. soft- 
ware, needs another partner to help de- 
velop more advanced products because 
it spends little of its own money on 
research and development. IBM, whose 
hardware sales have been slowing, 
needs new customers. 

The Dell agreement is one of the most 
prominent in IBM’s burgeoning busi- 
ness to sell components to other com- 
puter makers. The chairman of IBM, 
Louis Gerstner has called the compo- 


nent business one of the major areas, 
along with computer services and soft- 
ware, on which the company is basing 
its future sales growth. 

IBM is developing components for a 
number of fast-growing markets, in- 
cluding processors for cell phones, 
band-held devices and networking 
equipment, and storage disk drives for 
desktop and mobile computers. The 
company also has been in talks to license 
its technology breakthroughs to compa- 
nies, such as its copper chips, which are 
faster than current microprocessors. 

“Dell is light in research and de- 
velopment, and IBM is technology 
heavy,” Ries said, adding, “They both 
benefit. Dell gets R&D expertise, and 
IBM gets Dell as a huge customer.” 

Computer makers are under intense 
pressure to shave costs and become 
more efficient amid a price-cutting war 
that has hurt even Dell, the fastest-grow- 
ing manufacturer of PCs. It is No. 2 
behind Compaq Computer Corp. Dell 
reported last month that its fourto- 
uarter sales had fallen short of Wall 
treet expectations. (Bloomberg. AP) 
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Internet Lures Siemens to U.S. Market 


By Seth Schiesel 

New York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Siemens AG of Ger- 
many is about to expand into the fast- 
growing data networking business by 
forming a new American subsidiary, ac- 
quiring two private companies in the 
United States, investing in a third and 
luring a senior executive from IBM, 
executives close to the company’s plan- 
ning said. 

Siemens, one of Europe's biggest man- 
ufacturing companies, also is in prelim- 
inary discussions with 3Com Crap, about 
paying 51.2 billion for the 3Com unit that 
sells networking equipment to telephone 
companies, the executives said. 

Siemens plans to announce Monday 
that it has agreed to acquire Castle Net- 
works Inc., a private data-networidng 
company based in Westford, Massachu- 
setts, for about 5300 milli on in cash, and 
Argon Networks Inc., a private data- 
networidng company in Littleton, Mas- 
sachusetts, for about $240 million in 
cash, the executives said. 

Siemens also will announce an agree- 
ment to acquire a $30 million stake in 


Accelerated Networks Inc., a private 
company based in Mooipaik, California. 

The acquisitions will be folded into a 
new Siemens venture to be based in 
Boston, the executives said. 

Siemens is dose to a deal to hire Martin 
Clague, general manager for global net- 
work computing solutions at Internation- 
al Business Machin es Corp., to become 
chief executive of the venture, they said. 
Siemens, Castle, Argon, Accelerated and 
Mr. Clague declined to comment 

Siemens shares rose 3.8 euros on 
Thursday, to 57.2 euros (S62JL5), on 
speculation about the moves. 

Executives close to Siemens said (he 
board of die new company would include 
Mr. Clague; Fred Fromm, chief executive 
of Siemens's American operations; 
Thomas Rambold, president of Siemens’s 
current data-networking group; Dan 
Smith, chief executive of Sycamore Net- 
works Inc.; and George Conrades, framer 
chairman of BBN Crap. 

With its string of deals, Siemens is set 
to become the second European maker 
of traditional telephone equipment this 
month to make a big push into the data 
communications market, which is 


booming as the Internet expands around 
the world. Alcatel SA of France an- 
nounced its moves this week. (Page 12) 

Tbe volume of data traffic may soon 
outstrip the volume of voice telephone 
conversations on the world's commu- 
nications networks, farcing the big, old 
makers of telephone equipment to ex- 
pand their expertise and product lines. 

Many of the big communications car- 
riers that spend billions each year to 
upgrade their systems want to stop op- 
erating separate voice and data networics. 
Instead, they would tike to run single 
networks based on advanced data tech- 
nologies, layering tradinoaal voice 
phone calls on top as just another func- 
tion, like Web brows mg or the automated 
verification of credit card information. 

That has set off a frenzy among the 
telecommunications equipment vendors 
to fulfill the desire. In January, Lucent 
Technologies Inc., North America’s 
biggest maker of phoae equipment, 
agreed to spend $20 billion to buy As- 
cend Communications Inc., a big data- 
networking player. And last year. North- 
ern Telecom of Canada agreed to acquire 
Bay Networks Inc. for $9.1 billion. 


China Increases Interest in WTO Bid 


By Elisabeth Rosenthal 

Ne h- York Times Service 


BEUING — After two days of meetings, China and the 
United States have “made important progress” in defining 
terms for China to join the Wond Trade Organization, Wash- 
es senior trade official said Thursday, 
tut at the same time the official warned that there were 
significant differences between the countries and that “a 
n amber of issues remained to be addressed. ” 

“Tbe Chinese government has exhibited a very serious 
altitude and strength of pur- 


The prospect of more stringent entrance 
requirements for joining the trade body 
have rekindled enthusiasm for a deal. 


pose that has helped to make 
this week particularly produc- 
tive,” said Charlene Barsbef- 
sky, the U.S. trade represen- 
tative. She met for more than 

two hours with Prime Min- _ 

ister 2hu Rongji of China. 

Despite the caveats, Ms. Barshef sky’s remarks were by far 
the most optimistic assessment in months of China’s chances 
of joining the World Trade Organization, which sets die rules 
for international trade. She said that her chief negotiators 
would remain in Beijing to work on a more detailed plan, 
although she would not elaborate on areas of concero- 

Just three months ago both Chinese and U.S. officials were 
saying that ascension to the WTO was a dead issue this year, 
convinced that China’s current economic downturn would 
make it impossible for the country to open its markets in the 
ways required for membership. 

But the prospect of more stringent WTO entrance re- 
quirements in the future as well as foe need for an image-lift 
before Mr. Thu’s visit to Washington next month have 
recently rekindled interest in a deal. 

Now Chinese officials seemed determined to make a run at 
WTO membership, whatever the short-term economic pains. 
Acceptance into the nude group would commit the country to 
reduce tariffs and other barriers to imports. 

Ms. Barshefsky said that two or three months ago Chinese 


officials suddenly * ‘indicated that they wished to re-engage in 
earnest,’* a request that has been since followed by a series of 
negotiations. They culminated in her visit to Beijing this week 
“at the request or the Chinese government," 

Some experts say the new enthusiasm is related to the fact 
that Taiwan, which China regards as a renegade province, is 
concluding membership calks. But a stronger impetus seems 
to be that the WTO will probably redefine rales of mem- 
bership at a meeting this autumn in Seattle, and many believe 
that entrance requirements will get suffer at that time. “If 
China doesn’t become a member before the Seattle meeting 

later this year, the issue will 
drag on for years,” said Ji 
Chongwei, a deputy minister 
in the government’s State 
Council Development and 
Research Center. “I person- 

ally think it is hopeful that 

China can reach an agreement 
with the U.S. in the near future." 

The need to mend fences before Mr. Zhu’s visit to the 
United Stares next month has also put pressure on both sides. 
The collegial relationship that the United States and China 
built through 1998, including President Bill Clinton’s visit 
last summer, has been deteriorating ever since the government 
started arresting pro-democracy activists late last year. 

Although the U.S. secretary of stare, Madeline Albright, 
labored to promote cordial engagement when she visited here 
this week, the two sides have recently exchanged harsh words. 

A proposal for China to join the WTO — or even fruitful 
negotiations in that direction — would patch up the facade, if 
not the substance, of the relationship. 

“Both China and the U.S. hope to make some break- 
throughs on bilateral relations during Zhu Rongji’s visit,” 
said Xue Ning, a researcher at the WTO Shanghai Research 
Crater, a government think tank. ‘ ’There won’t be progress on 
issues like Taiwan, human rights, Tibet or religious belief. So 
to make the visit look good, both sides have the incentive to 
reach some agreement on WTO.” 


Prices in Brazil 
Leap Upward 

Bloomberg News 

SAO PAULO — The 
Brazilian inflation rate tripled 
in February as businesses 
raised prices, anticipating that 
tbe weakening currency 
would drive up borrowing 
and import costs. 

Consumer prices jumped 
1.41 percent in February, 
after tbe 0 JO percent increase 
in January, the Institute fra 
Economic Research said. 

The spike in prices fol- 
lowed the Jan. 13 devaluation 
of toe real and threatens to 
reverse toe gains made since 
tiie introduction of toe cur- 
rency five years ago snuffed 
out hyperinflation, which had 
reached 5,000 percent in 
1994. 

Tbe government has pre- 
dicted that inflation this year 
will be about 11 percent, but 
some analysts see it going as 
high as 85 percent. 

Brazil raised benchmark in- 
terest rates for toe second time 
in six weeks on Thursday, to 
45 percent from 39 percent 
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Alcatel IBM-Dell Deal Propels Broad Wall Street Rally 

Makes New 
U.S. Buy 


Sourcec Btoombetg, Reuters 


teauM Iknld Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• Lockheed Martin Corp-’s lawsuit accusing Raytheon Co. 
of backing out of a joint venture to bnild anti- tank missiles was 
dismissed by a judge in U.S. District Court in Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

• Staples Inc, the U.S. office supply retailer, posted net 
income of $101 million for the quarter to Jan. 30, up from $70 
million a year ago, and that it would begin to buy back as much 
as $200 million of its common stock. 

• Brazil's Senate approved the nomination of Arminio Fraga 
to become head of the central bank. 

• Brazilian car and truck sales fell 57 percent in February 
from a year ago, depressed by high interest rates and rising 
prices following a currency devaluation. 

• NCR Corpus board has authorized a l-for-10 reverse stock 

split, to be followed immediately by a 10-for-l split, allowing 
holders of less than 10 shares to sell them to NCR without 
brokerage fees or commissions. Bloomberg. AP. nyt 


Support for Microsoft: Breakup S 

field. 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — The largest U.S. software-industry trade 
group has recommended that if the government wins its 
antitrust suit against Microsoft Carp., it should seriously con- 
sider breaking up the software giant as a cure far what it called 
“the competitive crisis plaguing the software industry." 

But tire report by the Software and Information Industry 
Association, presented two weeks ago to the Justice De- 
partment, warned the government not to impose sanctions on 
Microsoft that could '‘fracture*’ the role of the company's 
Windows operating system as an industry standard. 

The preferred option, according to an industry executive, 
was a breakup of Microsoft into three companies, one for 
operating systems, one for software applications and the third 
for Internet media and other commerce. 


Cor^Ued by Our Staff FmOtipaxita 

PARIS — Alcatel SA, the French 
telecommunications equipment 
maker, announced Thursday its 
second acquisition this week of a 
U.S. technology company, as well 
as the establishment of a new In- 
ternet division. 

Alcatel has agreed to buy Assured 
Access Technology Inc. for $350 
million, which includes the cost of 
the equity purchase and a technol- 
ogy development incentive plan. 

Assured Access, based in Mil- 
pitas, California, makes remote-ac- 
cess nodes that let phone companies 
and Internet access providers sell 
services allowing people to dial into 
a network from remote locations, 
such as their home or an airport. 

Alcatel ag re ed Tuesday to buy 
Xylan Corp., a U.S. maker of data- 
routing equipment 

Assured Access will continue to 
operate under its name. The com- 
pany's founder, Arthur Klein, will 
remain chief executive, and Martin 
de Ptydeer, who was recently ap- 
pointed president of Alcatel’s Inter- 
net division, will serve as chairman. 

Alcatel announced die establish- 
ment of the Internet division, which 
will provide equipment for carriers 
and service providers, on Thursday. 

"Alcaiel is now a credible com- 
petitor in the Internet market,’ ’ said 
Douglas Smith, an analyst at Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney. 

The United States is now Alc- 
atel's biggest market, accounting 
for 20 percent of sales. 

Now that Alcatel is catching up 
with its North American rivals, it 
has increased pressure ou other 
European companies, such as 
Siemens AG and Ericsson AB, to 
maTfg s imilar moves into the data 
networking market, analysts said. 
Siemens is eroded to announce 
for its U.S. expansion in the 
eld. (Bridge News. Bloomberg ) 


CanpOedtnOm-SuffFKimDtzmeitB 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks rose sharply 
Thursday, led by higher oil prices, a stable bond 
market and especially a $16 billion alliance be- 
tween IBM and Dell Computer. 

The Dow Janes industrial average finished 
L91.52 points higher at 9,467.40, with advancing 
issues leading dec liners by a 4-to-3 ratio on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 

Broader indicators were higher as well, with 
the Nasdaq composite index rising 27. S4 points, 
to 2,293.04, and the Standard & Poor's 500-stock 
index closing up 18.96 points, at 1,246.66. 

The Dow was lifted by IBM, which rose 3% to 


components to DelL The maker of personal com- 
puters also gained, rising 25/16 to 81%, and was 
the most-active issue on the Nasdaq. 

Among other Nasdaq stocks, Verio rose 4 to 
36% after it said it would provide exclusive 
business Web-page hosting for America Online. 


But Amazon -com limited gains among tech- 
nology shares, foiling 2% to 121 after it an- 
nounced that it was offering a $5 rebate to 
customers who had not ordered recently. 

"On a short-term basis, it could be perceived 
as negative," said Ryan Jacob, portfolio manager 

U.S. STOCKS 

of th& Internet Fund. Aggressively spending 
money could mean it will tafcg Amazon.com 
longer to start making money, he said. 

CompUSA fell l l A to 8 7/16 after an analyst 
said he thought customer traffic in the stores of. 
die largest U.S. computer retailer was lower than 
expected. 

Financial-services stocks rose as Treasury 
bond prices woe tittle changed after declining 
Wednesday. J. P. Morgan rose 114 to 113 11/16. 

The benchmark 30-year bond fell 1/32 to 93 
20/32, raising its yield to 5.70 percent, as traders 



European Bank Holds Steady on Rates 


FRANKFURT — The European 
Central Bank left interest tares un- 
changed Thursday but adopted a 
tone of concern over the European 
economy, saying that previously 
identified "risks” to growth have 
begun to "materialize.'* 

The president of the new bank, 
Wim Duisenberg, also said the re- 
cent drop in the value of the euro 
was not a cause of concern, but he 
warned drat if exchange rates be- 
came “seriously out of line,” then 
die bank would probably react 

Noting thaz economic growth in 
the euro-bloc economies weakened 
in the fourth quarter last year and 
rhar industrial confidence con- 
tinued to decline, Mr. Dmsenberg 
said, "The latest indicators confirm 
that those rides which we identified 
earlier have now materialized to 
some extent” 

The bank’s decision to leave its 
refinancing rate for die 1 1 countries 
in the single currency unchanged at 
3 percent sent the euro lower. Al- 
though few traders had predicted 
any cut, new signs of weakness in 
Germany had triggered rumors of a 


half-perceatage-point decrease. 

In 4 PM. trading, the new cur- 
rency was at $1.0813, down from 
$1.0883 on Wednesday. It has fallen 
steadily since its introduction, at 
$1. 16675, at die start of the year. 

Robert Katz of MTB Bank said 
the euro would keep falling to new 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

lows as traders expressed disap- 
pointment over what they have 
called the central bank’s passive 
stance on promoting growth in die 
region. Germany said fourth-quarter 
gross domestic product fell 0.4 per- 
cent, die first such contraction in 
three years. 

"They want them to cut," Ben 
Strauss of Bank Julius Baer said of 
traders' expectations for the bank, 
"and they’re not cutting. Therefore 
the dollar’s higher," 

The alsn gained against the 
y ep ) hitting n three -fQOQth high as the 
Bank of Japan pumped more money 
into the banking system, driving 
down the return ou yen deposits. 

Traders sold yen after the deputy 
finanm minister, Koji Tanami, de- 


scribed the currency’s drop as not 
particularly drastic or unnatural, in- 
dicating that Tokyo was not plan- 
ning to counter the decline. 

The dollar rose to 123335 yen 
from 121.815 yen Wednesday. 

Mr. Tanami’s comments showed 
an "acc^ptancethatdieyen’sweak- 
ness -is appropriate," said David 
Factor, a senior director of foreign 
exchange at- American Express 
Bank. 

The overnight loan rate fell to 0.01 
percent, half of what it was Wed- 
nesday, as the Bank of Japan sought 
to revive the economy by improving 
banks' access to money to lend. 
Three-month yen deposits yield just 
033 percent, the lowest in more man 
a decade, compared with 5.05 per- 
cent an comparable dollar deposits. 

“We’re in the beginning stages of 
a larger upward move in tire dollar, ** 
Mr. Factor said. 

Simon Rubmsohn of Capel-Cme 
Sharp predicted that the dollar 
would rise to 130 yen by midyear. 

The pound fell to $1.6106 from 
$1.6140, while the dollar rose to 
1.4705 Swiss francs from 1.4600 
francs. (Bloomberg, Bridge News) 


AT&TinConoda 
Joins MetroNet 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — AT&T 
Corp. said Thursday it would 
combine its Canadian opera- 
tions with MetroNet Commu- 
nications Corp., a local Cana^ 
dian phone-service supplier to 

harnesses, in a deal that values 

MetroNet at $23 billion. 

The deal will enable the com- 
bined company to offer Cana- 
dian business customers 
products ranging from 
long-distance to Internet access 
to local phone service. 

It would also extend AT&T’s 
strategy of creating a "one-stop 
shop” for telecommunica- 
tions. 

MetroNet shareholders win 
own 69 percent of the combined 
company, and AT&T would 
have the remaining 31 percent. 
Upon approval of the deal by 
regulatory agencies, AT&T has 
agreed to buy all of MetroNet’ s 
shares for at least 75 Canadian 
dollars ($49.15) a share or the 
appraised market value of Met- 
roNet shares at toe time. 


CARS: India’s Venerable ‘Amby’Runs Into Trouble as the Model’s Market Share Declines to 5 Percent 


Continued from Page 11 

1,000 wodeere,” said R. 
S anthanam , toe company’s 
chief executive. 

The average pay in toe Ut- 
taipara factory is $140 a 
month, which is not insub- 
stantial to a worker in one of 
toe world’s poorest countries. 


In October, the company 
offered its older employees a 
lump-sum buyout but found 
few takers. 

There is urgency to lower- 
ing costs. In the past year, toe 
factory lost $9.5 million, ac- 
cording to Mr. Chatteajee. 

Scaling back hours was 
Hindustan Motors' fallback 


option, and late last year the 
company announced that it 
wanted to reduce toe work- 
week to three days from six 
and cut wages accordingly. 

By law. such action requires 
government approval, hard to 
pet in most stares but nearly 
impossible in West Bengal, 
where Communists have been 


in power for 22 years. When 
the company proposed a re- 
trenchment, its unions pro- 
tested. "Hindustan Motors 
has sucked the blood out of its 
workers and now wants to dis- 
card them," said Samar 
Chakraborti. joint general sec- 
retary of the Indian TYade Un- 
ion Congress. 


"Management has shown 
little understanding of mod- 
em marketing,” said Ajit 
Chakraborty, another union 
leader. "The true punishment 
should be given to tire people 
who have done the bad work, 
toe people who run toe com- 
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INTERNATIONAL FUTURES 


Indexes 
Dow Jones 

MB 9277.2+ MMJ1 9277. 

Tram mrM mxfi xuz 
Ut* g234 297. 

COOT 7S77.il 

Standard & Pools 

i 

HHk urn 

Industrials 1474.121456441471.29 149241 
Trattp. 697 JO 687.56 69020 69169 

LfflWJw 237-68 23543 #7-49 241.14 

Rnancu 136X6 13390 13442 13733 

5P500 123143121X031227.71) 124666 

SP IOC 6UL02 605.7V 612X0 42322 
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Dividends 

Company 


Pot Amt Roc Pay Company 


Par Amt Roc Pay 


IRREGULAR 

EahnVdnSrlnoD , j063 3-15 3-19 

Tuxis Corp - JO 3-18 3-71 

STOCK SPLIT 
ComesMapod2for7 sp St 

REVERSE STOCK SPLTT 
Ride* Cabaret 1 far 2 nr rn n s p rt t 
INCREASED 

Cato Com a -OSS 3-15 3-29 

Indtona UM Bncp Q .16 3-9 3.19 

Nucor Inc O .13 331 5-12 

REDUCED 

Global Income Fd M *5 3-18 301 
INITIAL 

NOVA Chew _ .10 *30 5-15 

REGULAR 

Allegheny Eneojy Q 43 3-15 3-J1 


Amanda Hess 
An^Ftaotty T rest 

Browning Ferris 
Bud & Bear US 
Centra Corp 
QeflhpfylnU 
□revets Grand Ice 
Fat Mutt Svgs Bk = 

Fleming Cos O 

Medtronic Inc Q 

NNBaS q 

NmeenAZPmn M 

OH SL Find Q 

OppenMnerMott M 

Sempra Energy 

Tcop M onGfa M 

True North Q 

World Foe! o 


.15 3-15 
JDS M2 
.25 3-11 
.19 3-16 
30 3-18 
.04 3-17 
41512 34 

40 3-26 
*5 1-17 
412 5-20 
4365 49 

*B 3-22 
.0705 >15 
.12S 331 
MS 3-12 
J 9 3-79* 
-205 5-17 
30 ‘ 

4B 
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4-1 

331 
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44 

4-7 

tf-rc 
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6-1 


... 317 8! 
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toga Law Latest Chge OpW 

Grains 

corn man 

MOO bu mtatanv- crate pee bushel 
Mar 99 ZT2M 20H* ZlOto +116 14847 
May 99 218* 214 217 +» 142450 

4499 225 730* 733* +2Vi 105424 

sep 99 urn 2291* zm +2 24 .its 

D«C 99 la 237 239 +114 66002 

Mar 00 24891 246 246to +111 7365 

May DO 2S3U 251 251 +1N 532 

Ed. stes 60000 WWS tedM 41738 
Werftapea Ini 366, 101 Off 1,257 

SOYBEAN MEAL mon 
■ 1 00 tone- daBan per ton 
Mar 99 12840 J25J0 12(40 +220 7MB 
Moy99 12140 12680 12940 +2-50 47 JO 
*499 13(20 13030 13230 +230 2&860 

Aug 99 13150 13230 13190 +278 WWW 
See 99 13730 1344)0 13530 +230 94132 

0099 131B0 1354)0 137.29 +230 4233 

EH sales 2(000 Waft ratal 1SJ96 
Weds open W 1304)16 ofl 58 

SOYBEAN OIL (CBOT) 

60000 tos- crab per* 

Mar 99 184)5 1 740 1767 4L42 MB 

May 99 1837 1735 1738 -048 52182 

*499 1862 18.14 IBIS 4M9 324)65 

Aug 99 1830 1830 1831 4)6? 7371 

Sep 99 1BJ« 1848 1848 4LC 7J17 

0099 19.15 1855 I860 4MS 4491 

EM. into 26000 Wehutei 24921 
NWS open W 134420 eff2)29 

soybeans man 

AOOO to aHmure- cento per bushel 

Mar 99 466K 459 457K +1 M30 

May 99 476 466to 468 +0 60011 

*499 484*5 476 476* -it 443X1 

Aug 97 489 480 48015 -to 14*91 

Sep 99 49016 481 to 481 to -to 54*3 

Esl safe* 4MOOWWS toes 48735 

Weds open tat 157304 up 119 

WHEAT KSOT) 

MOO buraMRium- cents per IkhM 
Mar 99 “ — 

JX” 

Sep 99 

Est sales 36000 Werfs toes 34840 
Weds spnW 122408 off 2,917 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CMER) 

4O000 tos.- cents per to. 

Apr 99 684J 67-55 6760 -065 SUSS 

Jun. 99 6537 65.10 65.17 4U 3 3L714 

Aug 99 6400 6840 6330 -037 18066 

00 99 6535 65.15 4535 4LZ7 9323 

D»C 99 6730 6666 6465 -030 8978 

FrbOO 6730 6730 67 66 -020 836 

Ed. salts 123*3 Vtatfs tot* 15556 
Weds open H1U0A8 up 139 

FEEDER CATTLE CCMER) 
SUMOite-ceotaperb. 

Mar 99 7835 7233 7232 4L68 

Apr 99 7410 7110 7X15 -035 

Miry 99 7895 7810 7817 -060 

Aog99 7897 7X27 7S35 -037 

Sep 99 7535 7490 7490 -065 

Oa 99 7X90 75.10 7510 -030 

EsLeatoLSO) Weds toes 4803 
NWS open td I&6SL en 195 

HOeSHjm (CMER) 

40000 to. certs per to. 

Apr 99 4X37 4235 4232 +037 

Jon 99 5X40 5890 5435 +030 

*499 3L9C 5470 5X72 +095 

1 99 5435 SL20 SX15 +033 

199 5X05 5415 SOD +035 

Eel ton 8214 Wed* toes 8079 
Weds open W 42378 off 746 

PORK BELUES (CMER) 

40000 to.- cento per to. 

Mar 99 51-50 49 JO 5150 +300 

Mat 99 5332 5135 5142 +800 

Jut 99 5465 52.10 5427 +172 

EsL sato 1,741 Weds sates 1336 
Weds open M 4782. up 171 


HW* Law Luteal Chge OpW 

ORANGE JUICE QKTTO 
1X000 toe.- cent* per ta. 

Mar 99 86J5 8AM 8635 +425 838 

May 99 8190 8160 8130 +135 VW55 

Jot 99 82JQ 8130 8170 +1JD5 X20B 

Sep 99 8230 81 JO 8115 +440 2265 

BA toes NA. Utads eato 1074 
Weds tgiea kd 27,764. off 178 

RwfflS 

COLD (HCMX 

100 Onroz^ data per toy az. 

Mar 99 28860 +120 16 

Apr 99 29400 28760 28930 +120 106353 

May 99 29030 +IJ0 

Jun 99 29130 289 JO 29130 +1JD 2496 

Aug 99 29830 +1JD 7333 

Od99 29X20 29X00 291 » +)3D 2086 

Dec 99 29730 29560 297.10 +138 12341 

Fata 00 29860 29800 29830 +1.18 7341 

Apr DO 30040 +1.10 112* 

Est tote 3X000 Wed* toes 20.929 
NWS open W 191,191. off 331 


HI GRADE COPPER (HOMO 
2X000 tarartaper to. 

Marti 6020 SUO tiS50u*SL 
Apr 99 6160 6130 6235 OaneA. 

May 99 6475 6115 6U0 4.10 
Jun 99 64 35 ats OJO 410 

*699 6X60 6800 6400 410 

Aug 99 6415 6360 6425 410 

Sen 99 6X60 6400 64J5 410 

CW99 6530 6505 6505 418 
No* 99 6689 6505 6X3S 410 

Est toallCOO Weds toes X3CC 
Weds open M 7X864 off 844 


iffi 


1443 

8630 

40.716 

1698 

9J28 

1357 

4822 

ljez 

965 


SILVER 09CMX) 

X000 hay at- ctariiHr Wyoz. 
MOT 99 5313 SZU) 083 


257 

250 

252M 

+2U 

X219 

267 

33) 

26216 

+2 

4X758 

2771* 

269 

27ZV4 

♦Tli 

suso 

287 

280 

283 

+2M 

5451 


+23 8038 
Apr 99 5245 +18 1 

May 99 5315 5195 5275 +18 58069 

Jul 99 5320 5185 S7JJ3 +10 1X642 

Sep 99 527 J +23 <281 

Dec 99 5303 5203 52X3 +15 8667 

Jan 00 52X0 +13 II 

Mar 00 52X3 +13 1906 

Est aotas 18000 Weds sales 3X109 
Weds open U 90878 off 4930 

PLATINUM tNMER) 

50 toy ter- doors per tioy m. 

Apr 99 37X00 37000 37810 +090 14390 

*099 37150 36950 37110 +030 1863 

Od 99 37130 370.10 370. H) +03) 961 

Jan 00 37810 +460 4 

Est toes HA. weds toes 1261 
Weds open W 17.918. off 51 



Augl 
Oa 9 


1X345 

HV0S3 


4378 

4639 


1104 

2696 

854 


U5l Stuck Tables Explained 

Sales figures are umtlkfaL Yearty Walls ond (an reflect toe previous S2 weeks phis the 
cnirant weeX, botnotllie latest hwflng day. Where osp® or sJo«* dhtaid amounting to 25 
pereenf or mom h« been pal&tha yews htgh-tow range and dMdondaioeboam lb mienuw 
stocks only. UntessatbaiwlH noted, rote of tWdewtsore annual dtabununentB based on 
fftototostdedataflon. 

a - dhMend atsa exftn (s). b - annual rate of dMdend plus stock dreWend. c - liquidating 
dtotoend. esc- PE meeds 99.dd^ -coJted. d - rm yearty low. dd - loss to the tas) 12 months, 
a - dMdend declared or paid In preceding 12 months, f - annual role. Increa se d on losf 
dedarafion. g - tfwidend to Canonontomix snOjecrto iSSfc nan-rasMencetox. 1 - dbidand 
declared offer spBNip or stock dMdend. | - dMdend paid this yooo omitted, defmd, or no 
Odton tnlan at latest dhtdend meeting, k - cWdend dedorad or paid this yeat an 
aezunwloth* bsue wMi dhMcnds ui sneoa. m - nnmiol rata, raMned on last dedoraflon. 
n-jiew Issue to Hie past 52 weeks. 71» WSlWcw range beglos wOb lb* sfcnt of bwfinp. 
nd - lued day deffeery. p - iafllai dhtdenii annoal rale unknown. P/E - price-earnings ratta. 
q-clooed-aid mutwd kind. r>dMdand dadanderpaUki pracoAng 12 nwniti^ phn mack 
titfdond. s - stock sp& OMOmt begins wHi date of spRL sts - sales, t- dMdend paid to 
MOCX En pnaMflns 12 nranlhx ostfraotW gbsIi vakn an etHtoridand orexr<ast(touffan dot& 
a- newyeariy NgiL v-tndtog tutfedii *(n baftnpfcy orreeotvetoWp ortomamngantzud 
underthoBortoviitcy Act orsocurtfles assumed By sudioorapOBiw.wd>wtiondWiRieitod 
«rf - when issue<V vm - wflti wamnrK. x - ex-dMdend or ax-rights. *** - ex-tfistrSiuttai. 
iw- wttncriMfflmls. v- MHtMdoffd and safes in ftfK. yld> yieid. z- whs k> aa 


Food 

COCOA OfCSD 

TO DMlrie tens- S pot tan 

Mar 99 1230 1210 1227 +7 529 

May W 1243 1226 1236 *t 3(430 

Jet 99 1262 1249 1259 +9 11887 

Sap 99 128S 1Z74 1S3 +7 MX 

Ovett 1322 7313 1319 +6 &053 

Mar 00 135B 1351 1357 +4 X514 

Est sates 8200 Weds ton 1061 6 

Midi open H7443X op 999 


COFFEE COt CSE) 

37500 to.- cents per Q). 

Mar 99 10800 9950 1«1J0 +1 JO 642 

Mar 99 10X00 10830 10360 +2-73 2X309 
Jet 99 10450 102.10 10485 +255 7522 

Sep 99 r09JIS VU.10 7045D +125 4159 

Dec 99 10950 10600 H820 +115 1.921 

Est toes 12554 Uteri toei 17658 
Weds open 6448972. ep IMS 

SUOARWORLD 11 (KC5E) 

11DM Sn-ctaperto. _ 

Morn X09 565 550 435 78655 

Jdh Ul 524 5S -030 44172 

Oct 99 X96 560 M3 432 2X001 

MOT 00 «63 633 634 426 1X737 

ESL atas 3X125 Weds oaks »*M. 
HteftstoenW 1*8294 to L119 


LONDON METALS (LME) 

Data pot atofe tan 
-- * fftaereou 

liSto liszto ii5m usa 
117800 117480 117800 117400 
Itodes (Hfai finds) 

T37100 139800 138800 138400 
141800 1419.00 140950 141000 

52550 52X00 51740 51800 

52340 SOA 517to 518H 

494040 495040 «W40 492000 
500040 501040 497040 497X00 

538040 540040 577X00 531X 00 
<yynw 9ft 531 5H0 
ZtocOpedel tMGroM 
Spot 10^ 10S3to 104440 104X00 
Forward 105X40 105808 105340 105400 

Hgb Low Case Ope Op lot 


Financial 

US TRILLS (CMER) 

SI nMlrjll-ptSBMOOpd. 

Mor99 9X49 9X66 9565 +041 1403 

Jon 99 9X50 9S64 9X50 +442 1,538 

EM. tales 338 Weds ton 1671 
nteds open W134L off 412 

5 YR TREASURY {CMT1 
SlOftOOOprto- ptaA <4R» at MOpeJ 

morn 110 - 21110-10 no -13 -or sum 

Jan 99 110-46 1UM8 11M2 -® 19L54S 

Sep 99 110-18 1)0-18 llOdO -13 419 

EsL tors 7X000 Weds toes 7894 
Weds open U2SU38 up 3439 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

SI 00000 pto- pH832ndtal 100 pd 
MOT 99 1M4M 113-26 113-18 -07 15X449 

Jun 99 11404 113-22 113-25 - 0 B 408847 

Sep 99 113-12 113-12 113-11 -08 4720 

Est sales 155400 Weds sates 209478 
Weds open Ini 56(038 off 9479 

US TREASURY BONDS OCBOT) 

« pcMIOMOOpte A 32Ms CfW8 pd7 
Mot 99 120-11 119-25 12040 -09 1S74S8 

Jan 99 119-29 11949 110-15 -10 5476X1 

Sep 99 119-09 118-31 1)94)1 -10 %BU 

Dec 99 IIO-M T18-16 118-17 -10 831S 

EsL sto s3SaiOOO Weds totae 4D4621 
WWStoto Ml 718358 OR 884 

LONS GILT OJPPD 

138000 • pb X 32nds Ol 100 pd 

Mot 99 11X13 11465 11493 >445 1UD9 

Jun99 11X80 11810 11563 -004 78227 

Est tow; 3X277. Pew-tOTera 54239 

Ptee, open Kj 89466 up SO 

10-YEAR FRENCN IWV. BONDS OUTIO 

eurelOOOOO-dsanOOpd 

Mor99 MU 108*2 109.10 —0.14 7X9SS 

JOTI 99 9061 9361 9U3— 816 17-769 


Hldt Law Lotto Chge Opto) 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT BOND (UFTO 
m_ 200 totaut - pis 01 1 OOjpd 
Mot 99 N-A. NA. 11167 -0J2 U982 

Est toe* (LA. Pott, toes: 30235 
Pwrmentat: 1X982 off 11951 

EsL tors 3&46S 

Open tet^ 94717 up 399 

U*0*1-MaXTH<CMBO 
S3 raBon- pta ef 100 pet _ 

MOT 99 9X03 9X02 9502 OUDdL 46*2 

rPP 9X00 9499 9X00 OBOdt XM8 

f 99 9497 9491 9497 OundL UN 

Est sates 274 Wtdl toes 2.144 
Weds open fad 14*78 op L377 

EURODOLLARS (CMER) 
SlOTOtaptaOTIOOucL 
Mot 99 8496 9494 9495 OundL 41X749 

Apr 99 9491 9490 9490 Ouscfe X200 

Maytt 0487 9487 94870k«Ji. 2034 

ton 99 94*1 9491 9402 OondL 4870B1 

Jsl99 9476 OundL 393 

Aug 99 9470 tendi 745 

Sep 99 9466 9461 9463 ^>02 474304 

Dec 99 9422 9411 9420 -402 319,337 

Mar® 9432 9427 9429 -OJD 7X3.666 

Jon 00 9424 94J9 9421 -402 189,269 

5ep 00 94-11 9413 9415 -002141,217 

Dec 00 9407 9402 RUM -003 120163 

EsL eato 33A137 VWdt talus 42L309 
Weds open tat 1194084 off X2» 

BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

62 J 00 pauudta 5 per pound 

Mar 99 16142 16050 16702-00006 6X136 

Jun 99 16096 16M2 16088-00026 7603 

Sep 99 14084-00024 141 

EsL toes 9622 Wed* stdn JftWJ 

Weds opto tat 7X010 off 900 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMER) 
KMOOdaaoB.SpOTCita.dk- 
Mur99 4545 AS» 6558+00008 5X718 

Jns 99 6563 6530 4557*00X7 7,713 

Sep 99 6562 6530 6557+00006 1615 

EsL toe» 2L578 Weds Hte9 8664 
. Wads open fat 4A0IX off 1.J64 

CERMAN MARK (CMER). 

13X000 inert*, SpOTUwrk 

Mot 99 SSJ1 -SS19 65344L003S 54049 

Jun 99 5590 JS547 260-0JXZS 7418 

5ep 99 689140008 184 

EsL sales 1X281 Weds sales 8,950 

Weds open W«Lm to 97 

JAPANESE YEN CCMER) 

124 Utanjeu. Spot 100 yt 
MOT 99 *224 *M 4119 -01107 87.140 

Junto *317 *190 *220 -*1D7 16437 

Sb>99 4334 *334 4327 -4107 1604 

EsL tons 3B645 Weds toes 288B’ 

Weds open M 10X946 up &362 

SWBS FRANC (CI8ER) 

12X000 Itoa S per tone 
MOT 99 6358 4793 6815-00041 56054 

Junto 4915 6853 6877-04041 6623 

Sap to 6942 -08041 322 

EsL satae 1X449 Weds sates 1 1250 
Weds epea tat 63607. ep 234 

MEXICAN PBO (CMER) 

500000 peseta S pot neo 

Mar to .10040 DWO .l 0057 ♦ JJSOS7 10405 

Junto JS49S J094S5 OT490+.00C7a 10439 

Srato .09007 48980 49007+40057 423 

EsL scits <517 Weds toes 2J63 

Weds open W 22446 aft 89 


3-MONTH CTERUK6 OJFTO 

csntooo -pis of too pd 

Mar 99 94540 94510 94530+0415 146310 
Junto 94J7D 94660 94720 +0030 190057 
Sep to 94740 94620 947H +0490 18X478 
Dec to 94510 94360 94440 +0420 14894J 
MOT 00 94600 94X70 94560 +0410 148110 
JsrOO 94540 94430 94510 UodL 111620 
Sep 00 94450 94378 9405-0425 74791 
Est toes: 172428. POTv.salec 341092 
Pots, open InU LI 97593 off 2676 

3-MO NTH EURJBOR CUFFS 
eaml naan -pis of MO pd 
Janto 96975 96990 94*45 +0425 15L0U 
Sep to 96945 96925 96955 +0413 110576 
Dec 99 96680 96630 96670 +0005 99650 
Mar 00 96790 96750 96705 OoOl. 7L436 
Jot 00 94695 96655 96498-0403 <1331 
Sep 00 9695 96553 96590-0405 51473 
Dec 00 96439 96380 96420-00® 296)0 
MOT 01 96395 96340 96370-0415 19,774 
Eft toes 23X108 Pm. latex TEU40 
Pro*, open tat 764051 op 1899 

1-Mo NTH EUR) BOR (MAT1F) 

total Btatan-lttsDl 100 pd 

MOTto 9692 9689 9691 +041 37609 

Janto 9696 9693 9646 +043 27.299 

Sep to 9696 9693 9696 +UQ 1X581 

Dec 99. 9647 9641 9644 UndL 14547 

E*Ltoee:382SQ 

Open 06:119.157 off 598 

3-MOUTH EURO UBOR OIF9S 

eural ■aan-aiianoopd 
Up 99 96955 96997 9693+4415 91706 
Dee 99 96655 96450 96678+4405 86733 
Mar® 96770 96760 96785 UMl 84401 
Jw CD 96485 M4*> 94690-0005 61922 
Sep 00 96535 96SB 96490-44® 43+«13 
Dec 00 N.T. N.T, 96420 4405 1X269 
MOT 01 96365 963*5 96370-4413 1X054 
JW01 96265 96265 96380-0420 10S54 
Eetsdex 1132. Piexsales UB9 
PMopHIkLrASXlM up 107 


Mgh Low Uried Cbge OpW 

3-MONTH SWISS FRANC (UPFE) 

5F1 maan-ptsaimpd 
MOTto 98600 96530 98540 +8010 68379 
Jaito 98500 96420 98450 Undk 774*5 
Sep 99 18400 98320 98350 UodL 42^11 
Est toes: 42.T71 POTr. sates 4X914 
Prev.upenMj 212.742 elf 12JQ2 


Industrials 

COTTON 20*030 

50400 ta certs per 16 

MOTto 6640 6X00 6640 +455 1465 

Morn *745 Star tut +OJ1 30*18 

JUl 99 5940 58J0 »J9 4849 16474 

Odto ■ 5933 5870 59*3 +0J3 1,730 

Dec 99 6820 5875 SMB HIM 1X396 

Est. sates HA Weds so Its 11434 

Wedt open U 70727. off U17 . 

HEATING OIL (NMER) 

4LOOO gal COTrts per gal 
Aar 99 3X10 3lS 3680 +1*5 44197 

May to 3X40 3166 3X17 +1.12 22421 

Junto 3S*5 3450 35*7 +1*7 19,356 

Jut 99 3640 3520 3X32 +1*2 124Z7 

Aug 99 37*7 3605 37*7 +897 18180 

Sep 99 3800 3680 3792 +097 X665 

Odto JUS 3790 3172 +492 (981 

EsL tom HA. WWl ton 31440 
Wed* tpta W 159*56 ep 1990 

L)GHT SWEET CRUDE (NMER) 

1000 tu- data per DU. 

Apr 99 13*0 1278 13*5 +042 11X438 

May 99 13*0 1290 13*4 +040 77J5B 

Junto 1346 1298 1150 +837 59.925 

JU 99 1174 1 110 1357 +835 32*07 

Aug to 1376 1348 13*3 +033 20254 

Sep 99 1380 13*0 13*9 +031 1X067 

EsL soles NA Vtotfs sates 161996 
Weds open U 539*04 to 13*57 

NATURAL GAS (NMER) 

HUM) BUD Mm, 8 per mm Mu 
Apr 99 1J7C 1715 1762+0039 6X121 
May 99 1*00 1J40 1789+0*36 21420 

Junto 1*25 1780 1*19+8036 20427 

JUI to 1*0 1*2 1*54 .+8034 7*471 

Au« to 1*90 T *60 1*87+8(00 1X346 
Sot to 1915 1*95 1915+0*23 16042 
Est rates ftA. Weds rates 37969 
Vters open U 238946. ad 60 


UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMER) 
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union general secre- 
tary points out that Hindustan 
Motors, flagship of the CK. 
Birla Group, is still turning a 
profit, largely through its pro- 
duction of other vehicles at 
other sites. Hie company’s 
after-tax earnings in its most 
recOTt year were $9.4 million, 
according to its annual re- 
port 

The company has gone 
ahead with its plans to operate 
with a reduced workweek. 
But without government ap- 
proval, it most pay the work- 
ers their full wages. 

In January, the West 
Bengal labor department re- 
jected the company’s pro- 
posed retrenchment plan as 
"absurd,” issuing a decision 
that chastised management 
for inefficiency. 

"Why didn’t the Ambas- 
sador respond to changing 
times?” said V. Subnunani- 
an, the labor secretary, "ft 
had a virtual monopoly atone 
time, but this was not a mono- 
poly that could last forever.” 

The Indian auto market 
changed radically in 1984 
when the first Maruti 800 
came off the assembly line. 
The product of a joint venture 
between tire government and 
Suzuki Motor Corp., the car 
was small and cute and easy 
to drive. 

- Hindustan Motors never 
countered with its own sub- 
compact, while Maruti added 
a litre of sedans, four-wheel- 
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awaited the February unemployment report due 
^The'maitet showed linta reach® ? a go*. 


hfqfon f»nnngl rare. Analysts _ t 

which followed a 23 percent 

might signal the start of a rdmaad xa man- 

a year of struggling wifofaUont 

from the Asian economic crisis. . . 

The government also reported that new claims 
for unemployment compensation fed by 8,000m 

the week riiat ended Monday, tire lowest level in 

10 years. . , . . 

Oil and oil-service stocks rose in tendem iwitfa 
EipTira- ofl prices. Exxon rose IVt to 57 13/16 and 
Halliburton gained 1 37/64 to 32. 

Retailers gained after U.S. chain stores said 
sales at stores open more than a year rose in 
February. Wal-Mart, whose February sales rose 
103 percent, rose 2 to 88%. (AP, Bloomberg) 


o 


INTEREST RATES 


Thursday, March 4 


Government Debt 


Jqpott 

Spuhl 

Urtfad States 

Yield 

Price 


5*8 

294 

298 

254 

aio 

3*0 

JLflMSffc 

459 

4*9 


298 

292 

247 

am 

3*0 

iHtar 

4*9 

455 


Source: Btoomderg. 


i-rrar 

Xtar 

5-TOOT 

IHta 

— - 

s*n 

4*29 

471 

are 

3.169 

3458 

4983 

— 

3.196 

3523 

4.167 

2*8 

3281 

3536 

4424 

— 

0.185 

ores 

148 

are 

1J78 

3791 

442 

2-tar 

Star 

IBtar 

38-tar 

5.18 

590 

541 

. 570 

99-20 

97-19 

954)1 

93-19 


Money Marlon Rates 


t Wte d S tole s 
D tec ewritf 
Pi ta i n 
Federal feuds 
to-8ey COTte Dege eh 
tAO-de? Can. Piper 


Dtscavot rate 

CaButoaer 

1 -raoalbMnauk 


6-ewuth tetesinafc 
.Berawme 
Rape rate 
EQNIA 

EHftOTI-raaRlb 

EmtaarS-UMrihaii 


EOTfterU+Dcrrft 


Twfar 

416 
7H 
4¥e 
■ 494 
4*3 

050 

(MS 

0*0 

055 

057 

3*0 

3*8 

112 

3.11 

lid 

115 


taw 

Brttete 

Ttaf 

Rise 

4V4 

Brae rate 

516 

5* 

7M 

coffmwr 

59k 

59k 

4V» 

l-raewaartOTBuBk 

516 

5T» 

494 

ataMBtafarinok 

51k 

59k 

483 

taotriO fateftafe 

■ 51k 

59k 


_S**iras:BmkofTolm-MBsab&& 

050 

0*4 

tan 


— 

040 

(1|CC 

Libor Rates 



067 

i- 

8- 4- 

11- 


■*■*) 

uMtfi uiHh 

DMlrit) 


Ofltar 4965 

5*3 5.1281 

542 

3*0 

Ewo 3.1166 

01106 3*991 

aiisi 

an 

SfalRng 55708 

550 54847 

550 

ai 2 

01713 

01725 01788 

02125 


taFtae 15S92 

1580 14483 

159 

aio 

3.15 

Saomftoelea. 




9 



*** 


1 + v 


€> 


drive vehicles and minivans. 

For its most recent year, 
Maruti Udyog Ltd. had an 86 
percent share of mew-car sales 
in India 

In the 1990s, as India rid 
itself of many of the shackles 
of Nehru-era socialism, some 
of the world’s biggest auto- 
makers decided to entrap the 
market and assemble cars. 
Among tire companies that 
jumped in were Ford Motor 
Co.. General Motors Corp., 
PSA Peugeot Citroen SA, 
Daewoo Motor Co. and 
Honda Motor Co. To varying 
degrees, most have forged 
partnerships with Indian 
companies. 

Over tire past two years, as 
factories have opened, a new 
model or make has entered 
the showrooms every few 
months. 

Hindustan Motors itself re- 
cently introduced the mid- 
sized Mitsubishi Lancer, an 
automobile that the company 
produces in a modem factory 
m Madras using Japanese 
technology. 

India’s potential market 
has sent many an anto ex- 
ecutive’s salivary glands into 
overdrive. The country has 
nearly a billion people and SO 
million urban households. 

Just a few years back, as 
car-buying appeared to be in a 
pattern of exponential 
growth, many analysts said 
sales were beaded toward 
nearly 900,000 a year by the 
turn of tire century. fy. 

This has proved wildly op- - 
timixtic . and roost manufac- 
turers are now fighting "price 
wars. In this faddish compe- 
tition, the Ambassador seems 
stodgier than ever, even if it 
can now be bought with an 
Isuzn engine. 
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EUROPE 


LVMH Abandons Bid for Seat on Gucci Board 




Agence Fremce-Prcsse 
Lows Vutom SA ^ 

me boanfl of tbe Itahan feshion house 

GucciGroup NV after a Dutch court 
suspended its voting 
nghts m Gucci until April. - 
A Gucci spokesman in Milan 
said, meanwhile, that the company 
remained ready to talk to LVmh 
which has built up a 34.4 percent 
stoke m Gnccj this year, but that the 
French luxury-goods giant must bid 
for all stock rf it wanted to take over 
Gucci. 

LVMH said it was withdrawing 


to nominate an "in- 

. candidate” to the Gucci 

hoard. But it also said it was “very 
satisfied” with a Dutch court ruling 
on Wednesday that suspended its 
voting rights in Gucci until April 22, 
because the court had “recognized 
the serious legal problems” raised 
by Gucci’s attempt to block aboard 
seat for LVMH. 

Gucci said that die delay in a final 
court ruling would provide time for 
an amicable solution, and that Gucci 
and its partners remained available 
for talks with Bernard Arnault, the 
chief executive and controlling 
shareholder of LVMH. LVMH had 


gone to court to try to reverse 
Gucci's move to issue millions of 
new shares to an employee trust fund 
to ensure LVMH would be outvoted 
at special shareholders’ meeting on 
March 23 to decide whether to allow 
a nominee of the French company 
onto the board. Gucci on Thursday 
canceled the meeting. 

The Dutch court temporarily sus- 
pended LVMH’s voting rights on 
Wednesday — effectively meaning 
it would not have won any vote on 
March 23 — but said the move was 
designed to give the conn time to 
draw up a detailed final judgment. 

A Gucci spokesman said on 


Thursday that LVMH's decision to 
withdraw its candidate for the board 
showed the that French company 
“feared the March 23 shareholders' 
meeting would reject its request.” 

In its ruling, the Amsterdam 
Court of Appeals said it doubted 
Gucci's policy of issuing shares to 
an employee trust fund was legal. It 
added that LVMH’s conduct in ac- 

S tiring hs current shareholding in 
ucci also may not be in line with 
accepted behavior. 

“Neither the employee trust fund 
nor LVMH may make use of their 
voting rights until the court has 
taken its decision,” the court said. 


Better Shopping 
For Tunnel Users 

OmwOnt by Our Serf Fa Dapeuta 

LONDON — Passengers us- 
ing the Channel Tunnel between 
En gland and France will benefit 
from an increase of shopping 
facilities under a 15-year deal 
announced Thursday by Euro- 
tunnel and the British A i r port s 
Authority. The deal gives BAA, 
which manages most of Bri- 
tain’s airports, operation of re- 
tail facilities at the Folkestone 
and Calais terminals on both 
sides of the En glish riiannM 

The partnership wfll not be 
affected by the expected Euro- 
pean Union decision to abolish 
duty-free shopping this sum- 
mer, the companies said. 

Eurostar Uk, die British aim 

of the group operating the 
Chunnel trains, ’ als o said on 
Thursday that a manflgp.mpfl t 
overhaul had helped it cut op- 
erating losses by 30 percent 

(Reuters, AFP) 


GERMANY: Bonn Ignores Business Protests on Tax Plan 

Continued from Page 1 

week on its front page over the “re- 
volt by business.” In what the Frank- 
furter Allgememe Zeitung said was a 
rare degree of fury, 22 top managers 
from industry leaders such as the 
airline Lufthansa and chemical 
mak er BASF AG published an open 
letter to Mr. Schroeder warning him 
that his tax policies “give reason for 
fear” for jobs and investment. 

The backlash over tax policy adds 
to die mounting criticism of Mr. 

Schroeder’s administration. 

The new government, which is 
openly spit between * Mr. 

Schroeder’s pragmatist wing and Mr. 

Lafontaine’s rival clique of old-style 
socialists, has come under fire fix' a 
series of inconsistent pronounce- 
ments and policy reversals. The gov- 
ernment already has confounded 
voters with zigzags on plans to with- 
draw from nuclear power and a new 
bill to regulate low-paying, part-time 
jobs. It also corrected itself on a plan 
to overhaul nationality laws. 

On the tax legislation, the lower 


chamber of Parliament voted largely 
along coalition lines, by 312 to 251 
with 27 abstentions. The bill, which 
ranks among the government’s most 
important policy priorities, is expec- 
ted to clear the final hurdle March 19 
and become law after a vote in the 
Bondesrar, the upper chamber. 

To create “more tax fairness” for 
average-income families and work- 
ers, Mr. Lafootaine’s three-step plan 
would phase in a series of lax cuts 
between die years 2000 and 2002. 
The lowest income tax bracket would 
drop to 19.9 percent from 23.9 per- 
cent, and the top tax me would fall to 
4&5 percent from 53 percent. Over- 
all, Germans would pay 19.5 billion 
Deutsche marks ($10.9 billion) less 
in taxes by 2002. 

But to finance the lost revenue, 
Mr. Lafoncaine’s plan would scrap 
dozens of tax breaks and loopholes 
that have benefited businesses for 
years. That means that business ba- 
sically picks up the bill for some 57 
billion DM in lost tax revenae. 

“Whether big ex small compa- 
nies, whether domestic or foreign 


investors, everyone says the same 
thing: The tax reform will cost 
jobs,” said Hans-0 laf Henkel, pres- 
ident of the German Industry Fed- 
eration, speaking before the vote. 
“Everyone sees that clearly, but not 
Lafontaine and his advisers.” 

The opposition leader, Friedhelm 
Merz of the conservative Christian 
Democrats, charged that Germany's 
already feeble economy would be 
“strangled” by the changes. 

One day earlier, the Bundestag 
approved another benchmark tax 
change that similarly drew the ire of 
industry. Lawmakers passed the 
“ecology tax" legislation that raises 
taxes on gasoline and other fuels with 
the aim of using the extra income to 
offset Germany’s steep welfare 
costs, which in nun is meant to lower 
wage costs and boost job creation. 

The fragility of Germany’s econ- 
omy was again highlighted Thursday 
when the Federal Statistics Office 
reported that the West German econ- 
omy contracted in the fourth quarter 
last year, confirming a report last 
month by the Bundesbank. 


Canal Plus 
Cuts Off Talks 
With BSkyB 

( >. O-jr Sir* F nmt TuiftjrVj 

PARIS — Talks on a possible 
linkup between pay television chan- 
nels of Canal Plus SA of France and 
British Sky Broadcasting Group 
PLC have been suspended, and no 
further meetings are planned. Canal 
Plus said Thursday. 

Rupert Murdoch, who controls 
BSkyB. and Pierre Lescure. pres- 
ident of Canal Plus, met here Wed- 
nesday to discuss a possible tie-up 
between BSkyB and the French pay 
television channel, but no agree- 
ment was reached. 

Shares of both companies fell 
Thursday, with Canal Plus at 277 
euros {S301 ». down 8.80, and BSkyB 
at 550 pence ($8.87), down 1 1. 

"BSkyB had very little to offer 
other than that they’ were a bigger 
company, and Canal Plus said ’no 
thanks,’’" said Terry Povey. an ana- 
lyst at HSBC Securities Inc. 

BSkyB approached Canal Plus 
about a linkup after Mr. Murdoch's 
efforts to invest in Telecom Italia 
SpA's Stream pay-television ser- 
vice failed last month. A Canal Plus 
linkup would have given Mr. Mur- 
doch access to the French market, as 
well as to Italy, Spain and the Neth- 
erlands. 

But the two sides had been unable 
to agree on conditions by Canal Plus 
that the company remain a French 
entity, that Canal Pins control the 
management and that the new com- 
pany protect French. Italian and 
European culture, the Canal Plus 
statement said. 

Mr. Lescure had said he would be 
willing to consider a merger with 
BSkyB as long as the French partner 
ran the business, f AFP, Bloomberg) 
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Very briefly: 


• President Boris Yeltsin is prepared to intervene personally 
in loan talks between Russia ana the International Monetary 
Fund if the talks break down, Mr. Yeltsin's spokesman said. 
The IMF and Moscow have been at odds for six months over 
the resumption of loans. 

• Telecom Italia SpA gave its chief executive. Franco Bem- 
abe, a mandate to defend the company from a hostile bid by 
Olivetti SpA and called a board meeting for Wednesday. 

• Vickers PLC’s 1998 profit rose to £157 million ($253.9 
millio n) from £19.4 million a year ago as a one-time gain of 
£ 101 .4 million from the sale of divisions, including Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cos, offset a decline in earnings at its tanks business. 

• British Telecommunications PLC and AT&T Corp. 
named David Dorman to head their planned $10 billion joint 
venture. Mr. Dorman is currently head of PointCast Inc^ a 
privately held Internet information company. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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Norake Sag A 25100 24930 24930 25033 
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Scrobsied 9400 9250 9150 9150 
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17.10 17.10 
3130 3130 
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Bmctoys i: 
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bg : 
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Infauna B 
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2050 

3360 

4135 

2760 

1242 

1700 

3130 
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2835 
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1462 1600 
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19.90 19.90 

•n op 33.00 
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2735 2745 
1X10 1X12 
1730 1730 
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13450 13450 
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2330 

1466 
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WOO 
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4140 
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1X12 
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teg Sea* 971 236 
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Bangkok 
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ArfvMoSK 
BcuijfokBhF 
BECfeU 
IJj DeBoEloctaoa. 
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KnooThriBk 
PTT&plorF 
Ston Comatt F 
TdscoroauiF 
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24600 

6X00 

17X00 

15800 

8600 

1625 

24800 

82000 

1935 

4900 
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SET lodwc 337.14 
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yfinn 24600 24000 
5700 57 JO 6100 
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Bk East Asia 
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OwrogKona 

CKlrfrastrud 
China Machori 
CMnaOwa 
China Resaurae 

ae»w 
§E-Ss 

DaaHeng Bk 
Hang Lung Dm 

tsysss 

HandenonLd 
HK China Gas 
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HKTdeawun 
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New World Dev. 1430 

ssasar s 
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5J0 

1035 

9.10 

aoo 

53.50 

1460 

400 

035 

90S 

3630 

1O0 

14S 

290 

2165 

8.15 

6435 

465 

3540 

965 

wno 

1300 

22100 

sew 

905 


670 
530 
1035 
805 
• 835 
51.50 
14.10 
X90 
031 
965 
3560 
134 
1400 
232 
2100 
730 
6X00 
450 
3480 
930 
2130 
1235 
21600 
5400 
965 
1930 
1X95 
8.10 
1130 
535 
5X00 
X55 
3200 
860 
455 
11-00 
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1060 1035 
B3S 830 
840 - 800 
5X75 5100 
1455 1450 
332 335 

033 034 

935 9J0 

3590 3630 
130 136 

1430 1405 
XSS 232 
2130 21.10 
8.10 700 

6300 6425 
465 445 

2540 3430 
935 9.15 
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1235 1X85 
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1930 1965 
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BunnahCasM 
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CWComins 
Cadbury Sdur 
Ccrtni Carom 
Centrica 
CGU 

Compass Group 
DoSy Md A- 
DtogoO 
Dtroru Group 
EMAP 

EM! Group . 
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G^iher Group 

GKN 
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9J5 
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567 

5X5 

565 
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Bot FWewum 

113 

4.98 

512 

SJ6 

Bar iatosa 

496 

4.73 

493 
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Bat Pop Verona 
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141 

91 JO 
1J5 

9IJ5 
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1X6 
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0-59 
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Accor 226 

AGF 49.94 

Air Llotwie 137 

Alette 11190 

Alstom 2X19 

A» 1I2J0 

B1C 4690 

BMP 82 

Bouygiros 23170 

Conal Plus 280.10 

Cop Gemre 155 

CoirMow - 64750 

Casino BX90 

CCF 8925 

Ovation Dior 10660 

Danone 226 

□assatdlSys 3539 

Data F«mce 11950 

Etf-AquMalne 10690 

Eridonto BS 12400 

Ess6orM -34450 
Eurodejiey 133 

Euraturma 140 

France Tekcom 8200 

Lofaroe 80.70 

Lagordero 3349 

Lramd 1B2 

L-Ored 565 
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MfcMbiB 38J0 
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Pedxner A 30.99 

Pernod Riaird 54.15 

Peugeot Clt 12330 

Ptnauh-Prtnt 1S40D 
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Sle Generate A 14X90 
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Printout: 4004.1 6 
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LoW | 

OOM 
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7823 

13500 
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10X0 
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17100 

12350 
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600 

690 

55700 

57000 

54500 

55000 

Telstro 

851 

841 

848 

847 

50000 

48800 

49300 
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WMC 

5X4 

490 

5X4 
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83900 

82300 

82600 

B3900 

Westfield Trori 

132 

377 

1X9 
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7590 7300 7300 7700 
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WaoiMdePri 

10X0 

809 

I860 
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1860 

8J1 

1065 

808 

680000 620000 655000 639000 

Waoteorttis 

5.15 

610 

615 
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High Law Chrea Pro*. 


21550 22500 
4831 49.94 
131.90 137 

11030 11X90 
2X50 2X10 

naio liuo 

4600 4650 
7560 79.90 
22810 23230 
266 27250 
150 15350 
63650 646 

8035 8150 
7855 8340 
10050 10650 
22100 12X10 
34.99 3530 
11660 11890 
9900 10670 
12130 121.90 
38)50 34X50 
1.19 120 

131 135 

7930 82 

7805 80 

3102 3330 
175 17570 
545 55750 
19030 200 

36.16 3850 
7860 8105 
29 JO 2950 
5330 54 

11860 12) 
16800 154.80 
558 561 

3560 3696 
7X60 7365 
4130 4230 
153 158.70 
4733 49 
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13660 13930 
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216 

4895 

13X60 

109.10 
23 

11050 

4&04 

7505 

23230 

28500 

154.10 
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&X4D 

81.15 
10050 

222 

3639 

117 

10050 

123 

34X90 

1.19 

131 

80.15 
79 

31.90 

187 

•SS* 
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37 

7935 

2930 

5X20 

11630 

15130 

561 

3630 

73.70 

4150 
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136.10 
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Shenzhen 

Bengo ng Steel 
China Ind Mam 
Goon da El Pwr 
Korikn wdup 
Stands Chenm 
SZ For» 9 do 
ShenihenSeq 
TsonnKueti 
8 stares only, quoted in Hoog Kong dotes. 
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ft 

877 
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2X8 
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1.92 

1.90 

1.91 

1.91 

417 
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1.91 

1.95 

1X2 

130 
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2X3 

2X7 
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1X3 

1X7 

1X5 

1X0 

1.14 

1X0 
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DBSforeian 
DBS Land 
FraserA Heave 
HK Land" 

Jard fttolbesn* 
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Kepuel Core. 
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OSUnron BkF 
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Sin g Air foreign 
Sing Land 
5ing Press 
Sing Tach Eng 
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•: in 17 Jrtriars. 


AGAB 


% 

Straits' 

nrees: 143341 


Prerioas: 141681 
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715 

490 

660 
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6J0 

KM 
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1100 

12X0 

1300 

1280 

7.18 
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216 

209 

595 
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1.14 

106 

1.13 

1.05 

fS 
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146 
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147 

2-58 

145 

410 

400 
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400 

1 1.90 

1160 

11.90 

11.90 
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6X5 

6X5 

6X5 

1.90 

1J7 

1.90 

1JU 

HID 

17 JO 

1280 

12.90 

126 

112 
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130 

2040 

2810 

20X0 

3810 

1J1 

149 

1J1 

1-50 

249 

746 

246 

249 

10X0 

995 

10X0 

1800 

R 

107 JO 
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Taipei 

wmrJMXomJw 

Acer 
Adv. Semi 
AsustekComp. 
Cattwy Lite ms. 
Chang Hwa Bk 
China DeveOsnt 
08 no Steel 
FkiTCrvnm. Bk 
PomowPlarie 
HoaHal Proc 
Huo Nod Bk 
Inti r ATnm Bk 
Nan Ya PlosScs 
SMi Kong Life 
TrinonSrenl 
Utd Micro Eke. 
UtdWortdCMn. 


Stock MarM todK 639X74 
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3700 
6800 
27000 
H1J» 
51 JO 
55X0 
2160 
5700 
47.10 
16500 
5900 
37.40 
4>nn 
5600 
0650 
4930 
3660 
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6600 
26200 
107 JO 
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5X50 
2870 
5500 
4600 
15100 
5750 
3660 
4X10 
5350 
0450 
4750 
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3650 3750 
6500 6700 
26500 25600 
10750 10950 
5050 51.00 
5350 5650 
2160 2830 
wen 5&J0 
4600 4560 
15400 16X00 
5850 5850 
3650 35-40 
4230 4230 
5600 5450 
8450 8600 
4750 4890 
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SwuM Mate 
Taisfao Phrim 
Tokedo Chero 

1ST 

TobokuBPwr 
Total Bank 
Taklo Marine 
Tokyo El Pwr 
Tokyo SestaMi 
Tokyo GW 
Tokyo Corp. 
ToppanPrU 
Toreylntf 
Tosttfflo 
TuyoTiWt 
TayodaLmm 
Toynhi Motor 
WKt Japan Ry 4970a 
Yomanoochl 36X 

YaraotoTransp. 1625 
YasudaHre 544 

KKltXktetlMD 


1354 

3250 

4090 

8700 

8360 

1865 

535 

1242 

2620 

5030 

272 

292 

1349 

517 

727 

309 

2010 
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1315 

3170 

400 

8600 

B250 

1047 

529 

1233 

2515 

4890 

269 

287 

1328 
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296 
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2975 
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3570 
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1349 1355 

3200 3170 
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8670 8500 
8310 8340 
1857 1843 
522 534 
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2565 2510 
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269 770 

289 29? 
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2005 1995 
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1593 1613 
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855 8J5 854 826 
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& 
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1X86 1X06 1X00 
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248 155 2-53 
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1113 1X60 1X95 
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9J1 9J6 986 
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417 4J1 425 
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75 
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107 20X40 
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Goldman Offering Shows 
Confidence in Market 


By Joseph Kahn 

New Yori Times Service 


NEW YORK — The revival of Gold- 
man, Sachs & Co.'s plan to go public is a 
sign that top bankas on Wall Street see 
the strength in the U.S. stock market as 
sustainable, despite fears that the run-up 
in Internet stocks mat has helped drive 


stock prices has begun to cool. 

Goldman would be deeply embar- 
rassed to have to cancel its stock offering 
a second time. Executives there are mak- 
ing a calculated gamble thar the financial 
winds are steady enough to carry them 
through the summer. 

Goldman, the last big private invest- 
ment bank on Wall Street, will go public 
by early summer, the Arm announced 
Wednesday, barring another slump in 
the market like the one that caused Gold- 
man to delay its plans to go public last 
year. 

The full roster of 221 partners who 
own the firm will not vote formally on 
die share offering until Monday, but 
little opposition is expected. 

Goldman, which makes most of its 
money from trading and underwriting 


securities and advising companies on 
strategy, plans to sell 10 percent to IS 


percent of its shares to the public. 
If the issue is successful, Gol 


If the issue is successful, Goldman 
will have more capital to compete with 
other banks and brokerage houses in 
areas such as managing client money 
and the Internet, where it hopes to grow 
quickly. 

If all goes well, the sale of shares in 
the prestigious investment bank is likely 
to be one of the richest in the history of 
initial public offerings, but perhaps not 
as bountiful as it might have been. 

Profits at Goldman and other financial 
companies are bouncing back after they 
tumbled last autumn. But some analysts 
cautioa that the recovery is still partial 
and that the financial markets are more 
volatile than they were last year, when 
Goldman's leaders first overcame long- 
standing internal opposition and per- 
suaded the partners to go public. 

Goldman hopes to raise $2.5 billion to 
$3.5 billion, a wide range that could put 
the full market value of Goldman's 
shares anywhere between $16 billion 


and $35 billion. Several people who 
have studied the issue say they believe 
that Goldman is aiming to sell shares at a 
mice that would value the whole firm at 
522 billion to $25 billion, or about 20 
percent less than its target range at the 
time of the first offering announce- 
ment. 

That would reduce the value of the 
shares that Goldman partners receive, 
but hardly by painful amounts. The low- 
est-ranking partners, including those 
named to their posts only a few months 
ago, probably would have shares valued 
at about $15 million. The most senior 
executives would see their share hold- 
ings reach $ 150 million, people close to 
the firm have estimated. 

Goldman also intends to aim all of its 
lower-ranking bankers into sharehold- 
ers. The last time, the partners agreed to 
devote about 20 percent of the total 
ownership of the firm to employees, a 
level that some expect to be maintained 
this time. 

All inside shareholders will hold re- 
stricted stock that cannot be sold for a 
few years, and the value of their holdings 
will depend on the share price at the time 
of sale. 

One reason for the lower valuation of 
die firm this time is that investors pay 
less now ftir shares of Goldman's cnief 
rivals. Financial stocks have recovered 
in recent months, but only Morgan Stan- 
ley Dean Witter & Co. among the major 
securities firms has come close to touch- 
ing its all-time high. The share price of 
another leading competitor, Merrill 
Lynch & Co., is still 30 percent off its 
peak leveL 

“We're still waiting to see proof of a 
full recovery in brokerage stocks,” said 
Guy Moszkowski. an industry analyst 
for Salomon Smith Barney Inc. “The 
momentum is back, but we need to see 
the results of the first and second quarter 
to say they are completely healthy 
again.” 

Bond-trading losses and slow under- 
writing activity slashed Goldman’s 
profit in the second half of last year. 
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Henry Paulson, left, with 
Jon Corzine, his former 
co-chief executive at 
Goldman, Sachs & Co_ 
which has revived the 
plan for a public offering 
it abandoned last year. 
Goldman is the last big 
private Investment bank 
on Wall Street to go pub- 
lic, and it hopes to raise 
between $2.5 billion and 
$3.5 billion from the sale. 


bringing earnings below what it made in 
1997. Such swings in profitability 


1997. Such swings in profitability 
plague many Wall Street firms. But oth- 
ers have diverse businesses such as cred- 


it cards and retail mutual funds that 
allow them to weather storms better than 
Goldman does. 

After the market turmoil last autumn, 
Jon Corzine resigned as Goldman's co- 
chief executive officer, leaving Henry 
Paulson alone in the top post. 

Mr. Corzine remains a nonexecutive 
chairman. The leadership change dis- 
closed tensions in the executive suite 
over the way the firm was run and its 
tendency to derive a big chunk of profit 
from trading stocks and bonds with its 
own capital, Goldman insiders have 
said. 

“Goldman does not have the same 
profit stability as some other firms, and 
that will be on investors’ minds," said 
Michael Holland of Holland & Co., a 
fund manager specializing in financial 
stocks. “But they are also one of a kind, 
and 1 expect them to tty to price their 
shares aggressively.” 

Working in Goldman ’s favor are early 
signs that the first quarter of this year is 
proving to be a rollicking success. Stock 
and bond underwriting volumes for the 
first two months of the year increased by 
as much as 50 percent from year-eariir 
levels, and a backlog of merger-and- 


acquisition activity promises a steady 
flow of advisory fees into the summer 


flow of advisory fees into the summer 
mouths. Goldman's profit appears on 
track to comfortably exceed the first 
quarter of 199$, when it made more than 
SI billion. 

“They are in the sweet spot of their 
current cycle, st riking on all cylinders.” 
Mr. Holland said. “I think they’re gush- 
ing cash these days. ’ ’ 

Goldman officials declined to com- 
ment on the firm’s current profitability 
or plans to sell shares, citing government 
regulations that prohibit companies 
from promoting their own stock in the 
weeks before a public offering. 

Working in Goldman’s favor these 
days is a major business that it does not 
have: a retail brokerage. Unlike Merrill 
Lynch, Morgan Stanley and many other 
firms, Goldman does not have a network 
of brokers who sell stocks and bonds to 
middle-class individual investors. 

Its lack of that business was seen as a 
weakness for years. But it may now be a 
strength of sorts, leaving Goldman free 
to embrace the Internet without fear of 
alienating thousands of employees. One 
senior committee at the firm is now 
pondering strategic options, and another 


is examining how it should best jump 
into the on-line world. 

By the time Goldman starts marketing 
shares to investors in la#? April and early 
May, the firm expects to have an Internet 
strategy to talk about, people close to it 
said. 

“This is the No. 1 thing that eveiy 
investor in our industry is looking at,” 
one person close to Goldman said. 
“Goldman will be thinking about taking 
its brand name and accessing new mar- 
kets.” 

People within Goldman are debating 
whether it makes sense for the firm to 
jump into the retail brokerage business, 
either through its own on-line brokerage 
house or in alliance with an established 
firm such as Fidelity Investments or 
Charles Schwab & Co. Goldman has 
also explored ways in which new trading 
networks offer alternatives to estab- 
lished stock markets. 

For that and other reasons, Goldman’s 
public offering has the rest of Wall Street 
talking. One subject for speculation is 
whether Goldman's brand name will al- 
low it to command a share-price premi- 
um over Merrill and Morgan Stanley. 
Some say yes. others say no. 


The benchmark to beat is Morgan 
Stanley. At its closing price Wednesday 
of $92,625 a share, Morgan trades at 
about 3.8 times its book value, a ratio 
that serves as the standard way of meas- 
uring financial stock prices. Merrill,/ 
which suffered more in the market 
downturn last jail, now trades at about 
2.9 times book* value. 

For Goldman to hit a S25 billion valu- 
ation, it would have to price its shares at 
roughly four times its current book value- 
of $6.3 billion, a slight premium to Mor- 
gan Stanley’s level. Even at the bonom 
of its intended range, Goldman would 
have to trade at a hefty premium to 
Merrill's current level. 

“L think Goldman will trade at or above 
Morgan or they won't do the offering,” 
Mr. Holland, the money manager, said. 

But one banker at a rival Wall Street 
firm, who asked not to be identified 
because his firm is in contention to help 
Goldman underwrite its shares, said he 
would be surprised if Goldman could 


i , f *■*- 


p-' 


E rice its shares at a premium to Merrill 
ynch’s. 


Lynch’s. 

“I thinlc they will be lucky to getto that 
level,” he said. “My impression is that 
Morgan is out of reach for them now,” 
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Gang Threats Prompt Stock Sale 

JAL s Biggest Shareholder Says Yakuza Bought Rival Stake 

AbomiuM U- 


biggest share- 


of an oraaniza! rrim. 


individual stake. 

1 m scared,” Eitaro Itoyama, 
■* ^ /oiled up the shS 
sleeve on his left arm to reveal a 15 - 
centuneter (6-inch) scar. Mr. Itov- 
ana, who acknowledges his own 
JjjJjJp oth ^ gangsters, was re-, 
portly stabbed by a member of 
me Goto faction affiliated with the 
Yamaguchi-gmni yakuza crime 
syndicate in June 1986. 

The head of die Goto group rhie 
y ear has bought 1 million shares in 
the airline, giving him a 0.06 per- 
cent stake and the right to 
shareholders’ meetings, according 
to Mr. Itoyama and reports indie 
Japanese media. Two Goto group 
members said they could not con- 
firm the stock purchase. Japan Air 
Lines said it does not comment on 
shareholders’ purchases but sa id it 
had no connections with the Goto 
group and its associates, a spokes- 
man said 

To be sure, Mr. Itoyama himself 
has a history of causing Japanese 
companies so much grief they 
resort to buying out his invest- 


ments in them, a tactic thaii has 
made him a billionaire. His latest 
appears to be JAL. In 
December, Mr. Itoyama called for 
the resignation of the company’s 
president, Isao Kaneko.andforthe 
board to take responsibility for de- 
clines in revenue and profit 

The news comes at a difficult 
time for JAL, the largest airline in 
Asia, whose shares lave fallen 40 
percent in the past year. The airline 
has racked up group net losses for 
five straight years. 

JAL has acknowledged that it 
formerly bad links with gangsters 
known as sokaiya , who make a Irving 
through extortion. Transport Min- 
ister Jiro Kawasaki accused JAL last 
August of damaging the credibility 
of Japan’s airlines after its links with 
sokaiya became public. 

Sokaiya are known for buying a 
token amount of a company’s stock 
and then threatening to disrupt 
shareholder meetings un l es s they 
are paid. In Japan, quick and quiet 
shareholder meetings are often 

equated With gOOd finanrrfll 

health. 

Until now, JAL’s known links 
with gangsters have been with 
sokaiya, a less menacing group 
than the yakuza gangs to which the 
Goto faction belong. 

Two sokaiya were sentenced to 
four and eight months in prison last 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


year for extorting 22.8 million yen 
(5188,400} from JAL — disguised 
as payments for the rental of ar- 
tificial ported plants. A JAL di- 
rector, Kotazo Sato, who resigned 
because of the scandal, was pros- 
ecuted and fined 500,000 yen, and 
die current president, Isao Kaneko, 
took a voluntary pay cul 

Now, Mr. Itoyama said, he feels 
pressure to give up his 4 percent 
stake in JAL, a year after becoming 
its rop shareholder. 

“I:m not afraid of anyone in the 
world except for die Goto group,” 
he said. 

He said a New York-based com- 
pany, a Tokyo-based company and 
six other companies or individuals 
have expressed interest in buying 
his shares. 

Mr. Itoyama paid about 27 bil- 
lion yen for his stake in the com- 
pany, acquiring most shares for be- 
tween 4d0 yen and 500 yen each in 
die autumn and winter of 1997. 
JAL shares closed up 6 yen, at 3 12 
yen, on Thursday. 

Since becoming JAL’s top 
shareholder in February 1998, he 
has been a thorn in the airline’s 
side, making many demands that 
JAL has complied with. 

Last spring Mr. Itoyama called 
for the sale of Essex House, a lux- 
ury hotel overlooking New York’s 
Central Park, saying JAL should 



Eitaro. Itoyama says he feels 
pressure to sell his 60 million 
shares in Japan Air Lines. 

focus on its airline business. 

In January, JAL said it would 
sell the hotel to Strategic Hotel 
Capital Inc. Terms were not dis- 
closed. 

Mr. Itoyama, a former member 
of both houses of Parliament, was 
named one of Japan's richest men 
in 1988 by Forbes magazine. He 
talks openly about his own gang- 
ster links and said he counts some 
sokaiya among his friends. 

“I did have links with gangsters 
to win support when 1 was r unning 
for elections,” Mr. Itoyama said 
‘’But the main reason I retired from 
politics was to cut links with 
them.” 


Korea Telecom’s Profit Soars After Cost-Cutting Moves 


Bloomberg News 

SEOUL — Korea Telecom Corp„ 
South Korea's state-controlled 
phone company, said Thursday its 
net profit more than tripled last year, 
largely because of staff cuts and 
other belt-tightening measures. 

The company earned 258.3 bil- 
lion won ($210 million), up 224 
percent from 79.7 billion won in 
1997, a finance executive said. 

^Earnings per share were 897 won, 


surpassing the average forecast of 
721 won from 10 analysts surveyed 
by IBES International. 

The profit jump could help the 
company in the planned sale of a 13 
percent stake to foreign investors in 
the next few months. 

The sale of depositary receipts, 
aimed at raising $1 billion, is pair of 
a plan to privatize major state 
companies to help ease the country’s 
deepest recession since die end of 


the Korean War in the early 1950s. 

“KT should see a net profit jump 
this year too,* ’ said Ha Yang Hyun, 
an analyst at Hyundai Securities Co. 
“The company is shifting to profit- 
oriented investment, and a rise in 
local telephone tariffs will help 
boost earnings.” 

The government said last month it 
may increase local telephone 
charges 22 percent to generate 
money to upgrade its telecommu- 


nications system. Korea Telecom 
said it made 41 percent of its rev- 
enue from that sector. 

The company, which is 71.2 per- 
cent owned by the government, 
trimmed its work force of 58.000 by 
1 1 percent last year to reduce costs. 
It plans to cut staff a further 10 
percent in the first half of this year. 

Operating profit last year jumped 
43 percent from a year earlier, to 
636.4 billion won. 


Households 
In Japan 
Spend More 

Bloomberg Ac* s 

TOKYO — Household spending 
in Japan rose in January from 
December, the Economic Planning 
Agency said Thursday, the fifth in- 
crease in six months and a sign that 
government action to stimulate the 
economy may be succeeding. 

The household spending index 
rose a seasonally adjusted 2.2 per- 
cent to 98.1 points, the Management 
and Coordination Agency said. From 
January a year earlier, overall house- 
hold spending rose 1.4 percent. 

Economists say getting Japanese 
consumers to spend again holds the 
key to p ulling the world’s second- 
laigest economy out of its worst 
recession in more than 50 years. In 
an effort to turn the economy around, 
the government has unveiled a 40 
trillion yen (S328 billion ) in stimulus 
measures over the past year. 

Money from a 16 trillion yen 
package unveiled last April began to 
flow into the economy in Septem- 
ber. In November, the government 
announced another package, pro- 
viding a record 24 trillion yen in 
public-works spending, tax rebates 
and job-creation subsidies. 

Several indicators show that action 
is beginning to bear fruit In Decem- 
ber and January, manufacturers in- 
creased production as rising public 
works projects gave a boost to the 
construction industry. That led to an 
increase in overtime hours, fueling 
the increase in household spending. 

■ Hanks Ask for Cash Aid 

Japan’s top 15 b anks formally 
asked for a combined 7.45 trillion 
yen in cash injections from the gov- 
ernment Thursday to help them 
clear out bad loans, AgenceFrance- 
Presse reported. 

The money is the key part of a 
major bank recapitalization pro- 
gram enacted last October. 

The Financial Reconstruction 
Commission, a new body charged 
with tackling Japan’s banking crisis, 
is expected to approve the appli- 
cations next Friday. 
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Very briefly; 

• Hong Kong Telecommunications Ltd. and Microsoft 
Corp. are forming a ven tore to enable consumers to gain access 
to movies and interactive video games through personal com- 
puters in Hong Kong, one of the few cities capable of sup- 
porting such a network, a person involved in the plans said. 

• British Telecommunications PLC and France Telecom 
SA are among the bidders for a minority stake in PT Jndosat. 
Indonesia's dominant international phone company. 

• Brierley Investments Ltd- a New Zealand investment 
concern, had a bigger-than-expected loss of 151.3 million 
New Zealand dollars (S80.4 million) inthe six months through 
Dec. 3 1 after a profit of 120 million dollars a year earlier as it 
absorbed the cost of selling a forestry investment. 

• Dai-Ichi Kangjo Bank Ltd. plans to.cut its work force to 
13,200 by March 2003. down nearly 3,000 from current levels, 
as part of a restructuring. 

• Fuji Bank Ltd. widened its pretax loss forecast for the year 
ending March 31 by 29 percent, to 760 billion yen (56.33 
billion ), because of write-offs of 700 billion yen for bad loans. 
250 billion yen more than originally planned. 

• Telekom Malaysia Bhd., Malaysia's largest phone com- 
pany. recorded a bigger-than-expected 46 percent drop in 
profit in 1998, to 991 million ringgit (S261 million t from 1 .83 
billion ringgit a year earlier, as its cellular units lost customers 
and businesses disconnected phone lines. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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World Roundup 


Rain Stows Pakistan 

cricket Wajahatullah Wasri 
made 80 not out Thursday and Im- 
ran Nazir added 64 as Pakistan 
reached 192 for three wickets 
against Sri Lanka in Lahore. 

Nazir, a 17-year-old making his 
test debut, completed his half cen- 
tury before lunch on the rain-cur- 
tailed opening day of the Asian Test 
Championship match. (AP) 

Rockies Sign Walker 

baseball The National League 
batting champion. Larry Walker, 
agreed Thursday to a six-year ex- 
tension of his contract with the Col- 
orado Rockies. 

Walker, in interviews, had been 
pressuring the Rockies to come up 
with a deal before the season began, 
hinting he might choose to become 
a free agent if they did noL Terms of 
the contract were not disclosed. 

Walker, 32, won the 1998 Na- 
tional League batting title with a 
363 average. In 1997, be was the 
league's most valuable player. 

Walker's defensive play has 
earned him two consecutive Gold 
Gloves. He is the Rockies' career 
leader with a batting average of 
333. slugging percentage of .643 
and on-base percentage of .414. His 
lifetime average, including his sea- 
sons at Montreal, is .305. 

Walker signed a four-year 
free- agent contract with the Rock- 
ies before the 1995 season. It in- 
cluded a 1 999 club option. (AP) 

No Visitors for Key Game 

soccer No official trips for sup- 
porters will be available to 
away-fans at the European cham- 
pionship qualifiers between Croa- 
tia and Yugoslavia this year. Only 
official guests and media from each 
country will travel to the games in 
Belgrade on March 27 and Zagreb 
on OcL 10. "We decided to do 
everything we could to eliminate all 
tensions off the pitch." Branko Bu- 
latovic, the Yugoslav soccer fed- 
eration’s general secretary, said 
Thursday. (Reuters) 


Beckham Has Edge 
Over Old Adversary 

Simeone Frustrated as Manchester Beats Inter 


Owf iflfrf ty Our Staff Fit* • Dapatthei 

The last time Diego Simeone and 
David Beckham met on a soccer field, 
the English were left complaining about 
the referee. In the rematch. Simeone felt 
he was the victim of a miscarriage of 
justice. 

When England played Argentina in 
the World Cup in Sl Etienne last sum- 
mer, Beckham received a red card 


Euiopran Socccr 


for kicking Simeone, after the Argentine 
fell to the ground in apparent agony. 
England, playing with 10 men. lost the 
match in a penalty shoo tout. 

The two met again Wednesday, when 
Simeone ’s club. Inter Milan, visited 
Beckham's, Manchester United, in the 
first leg of a Champions League 
quarterfinal. Before the game, Simeone 
said be bad play-acted the fall in Sl 
E tienne and fooled the referee into giv- 
ing Beckham a red card. He said he 
looked forward to being jeered by the 
English fans. 

m the rematch, with Beckham wide on 
the right and Simeone in central midfield, 
their paths rarely crossed, although Beck- 
ham aid take the ball from Simeone with 
one crunching tackle early on. Beckham 
took a measure of revenge by setting up 
both goals as his team won, 2-0. 

Beckham was devastating in the first 
half, In the seventh minute, he curled a 
cross onto Dwight Yorke’s forehead, 
and theTobagan striker dived to bead the 
ball into the comer of the goal. A minute 
before halftime. Beckham again 
swerved the ball into the goalmouth for 
Yorke to score with a second header. 

Giuseppe Bergomi, Inter's veteran 
defender, was unhappy: “We had stud- 
ied videos of Becknam all week and 
knew what he was capable of, but did 
nothing to stop him." 

In the second half, Simeone himself 
hammered a header into the United goal, 
but Helmut Kmg, the referee, ruled that 
another Inter player had committed a 
foul. 


"I'm really upset,” Simeone said. 
“That was a big goal. It would have 
changed the game and our chances at 
qualifying.” 

At the end, Beckham and Simeone 
embraced and exchanged shirts. "Beck- 
ham's a good lad." Simeone said. "I 
thought the fans would boo me a lot 
more. I was actually quite surprised that 
there was so little noise for me." 

Bayern Hunch 2, Kaiiwihw H m O 

Kaiserslautern, which lost. 4-0, in Mu- 
nich in the Goman league this season, 
dominated early on. Uwe Rosier headed 
over from close range and Martin Wag- 
ner struck the bar with a free kick. 

But Bayern took the lead after 30 
minutes when Cars ten Juncker, the Bay- 
ern center forward, deflected the ball to 
Giovanne Elber while wrestling with a 
Kaiserslautern defender. Elber lashed 
the ball into the goal. Four minutes later, 
Stefan Effenberg broke free to score 
Bayern's second. 

R«ttl Madrid 1, Dynamo Kiev 1 Real 

Madrid, the defending Champion's 
League titlehoider. wasted a string of 
chances against the visiting Ukrainians. 

Kiev took the lead in the 54th minute 
when Andrei Shevchenko, pot through 
by Sergei Rebrov, calmly scored. 

Dynamo gave away a series of free 
kicks around its penalty area, but with 
Roberto Carlos struggling to find his 
range. Dynamo was not punished until 
the 66th minute, when Predrag Mi- 
jatovic curled a free kick into the goal. 

Jnventus 2 , otyrapiakos 1 In Turin, 
Juventus controlled its match but gave 
away a goal in the sixth minute of time 
added for injuries and other delays. 

Juventus, which has appeared in the 
last three Champions League finals, took 
a 2-0 lead on goals by Filippo Inzaghi and 
Antonio Conte. But its defense left its 
goalkeeper, Angelo Peruzzi, exposed to a 
darting run from Alexios Alexandra. 

Peruzzi tripped his opponent to give 
away a penalty and Andreas Niniadis 
scored with die kick. "The referee made 
the right call,” Peruzzi said. 

(AP. Reuters . AFP) 
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Taan Dzhanashia left, being greeted by Yuri Drozdov (3) and other teammates after scoring one of his thre e goa ls 
Thursday as Lokomotiv Moscow beat Maccabi Haifa of Israel, 3-0, in a Cup Warners Cup, first-leg quarterfinal. 


Connecticut Reaches Rig East Semis 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Kevin Freeman 
scored 22 points, including a tip-in with 
1:27 left that gave top-seeded Connecti- 
cut the lead for good Thursday, and the 
Huskies held on for a 57-56 victory over 
Seton Hall in the quarterfinals of the Big 
East tournament 

Third-ranked Connecticut (26-2) ad- 
vanced to the semifinals Friday against 
the winner of the quarterfinal between 
fourth-seeded Syracuse and fifth-seeded 
VUlanova. 

Freeman’s tip of a 3-point attempt by 
Richard Hamilton gave the Huskies a 
51-50 lead. His dunk after a pass from 
Khalid El-Amin made it 53-50 with 29 
seconds left. After a time-out, Seton Hall 
(15-14) scored on a drive by Ty Shine, 
forcing the Huskies to make it or break it 


from the free-throw line. 

El-Amin was fouled with 16 seconds 
left and made both ends of a 1-and-l to 
make it 55-52. Seton Hall scored with 

Couiot Basketball 

three seconds left on a rebound basket by 
jie Garrett to again get within one. 
a time-out by each team, 
Hamilton was fouled with two seconds 
left and made both ends of a 1-and-l. 
Seton Hall had a final chance when the 
Huskies’ Rashamel Jones was called for a 
foul before the ball was inbounded. 

Gary Saunders, who led the Pirates 
with 18 points, made the front end of the 
1-and-l and tried to miss the second for 
a chance to score a basket, but die ball hit 
die rim and fell in for die final margin. 


Tempi* 64, Virginia Iteh 51 In Phil- 
adelphia, Mark Karcher hit a career-high 
six 3-pointers and Pepe Sanchez keyed 
Temple's defense with eight steals as 
Temple advanced to the Atlantic-10 
Conference tournament semifinals with 
a 64-51 victory over Virginia Tech. 

Lamont Barnes added 14 points and 
13 rebounds, 11 on die offensive end, for 
die Owls (20-9), who never trailed after 
building a 19-point halftime lead. 

Temple, die top seed in the Atlantic- 
10 East, advanced to play the winner of 
the Massachnsetts-Xavier quarterfinal 
game. .• 

The Owls built a 42-23 halftime lead \ . 
behind Karcher’ s perimeter shooting, 
capping the half with a 3-pointer from the 
right comer as time expired. Karcher did 
not hit another field goal in the game. 


In Formula One, a 2-Team Contest 

McLaren and Ferrari Gearing Up for Season Opener in Melbourne 


By Brad Spurgeon 

International Herald Tribune 

P ARIS — When the Formula 
One season starts in Melbourne 
on Sunday, die two teams that 
battled to the checkered flag last year 
will start as favorites, not least in their 
own minds. 

"It will be a McLaren-Ferrari duel 
again,” said Eddie Irvine, the second 
Ferrari driver, at Fenari’s annual pre- 
season press conference at its recent 
winter retreat in Italy. 

Certainly the sport's winter testing 
seemed to bear him out. Michael 
Schumacher, Ferrari ’s leading driver, 
and the man who beat him to the 
driver's title last year, Mika Hakkinen 
of McLaren, were nearly always 
faster than any of their other rivals. 

Making comparisons from the 
sport’s w inter testing is tricky, 
however, because the teams tested at 
several tracks around Europe and in 
South Africa under different weather 
conditions, at different times, and at 
varying stages of their cars' devel- 
opment Comparisons were made 
even more difficult this winter be- 
cause Ferrari and McLaren seemed to 
be avoiding each other. 

But as the teams worry about each 
other at the Melbourne Grand Prix, 
they might be well advised to check 
their rearview mirrors — others may 
be catching up. Over the course of the 
testing, six of the other nine teams 
gave hints that they were capable of 
mounting a challenge. 

One enigma is the team that has 


metamorphosed from the impover- 
ished, 30-year-old Tyrrell team into 
the slick and rich British American 
Racing team that likes to call itself 
“the new kid on the block.” Craig 
Pollock, Jacques VUleneuve’s man- 
ager, bought the team in December 
1997. 

Thanks largely to British American 
Tobacco PLC, the team has what is 
estimated as the third largest annual 
budget at nearly $100 million. Vii- 
leneuve, the 1997 Formula One 
champion, and Ricardo Zonta, the 
1998 Grand Touring Car world cham- 
pion, set good times in winter practice 
for the team, and Adrian Reynard, 
their designer, has made winning cars 
in every racing series he has entered. 
The cars will be closely watched in 
Melbourne since Reynard's chassis 
have also won their debut races in 
every new formula. 

"This isn’t Reynard, it's BAR,” 
said Reynard at the presentation of the 
new car in January. "But I’ve never 
heard that setting one's targets too 
high is a bad thing. That's what we 
wfll try and do.” 

The surprise of the winter testing in 
Barcelona in February came from an- 
other relative newcomer, Prost The 
team finished ninth in the construct- 
ors championship in its second full 
season last year. But on the last day of 
testing, the new Prost car, driven by 
Jamo Trulli, set the fastest lap of the 
month. 

"We have to keep realistic am- 
bitions for ’99,’’ Alain Prost said. His 
ambition, he said, is to "be able to 


fight with the main pack behind the 
two leading teams." 

Williams, the dominant team of 
1990s, slipped to a distant third last 
year. It has hired Alex Zanardi, who 
left Formula One in 1994 after scoring 
only one point in 25 races. He returns 
as a star, having won the last two 
CART championships in North 
America. 

Zanardi 's teammate is the "Mr. 
Brother,” Ralf Schumacher. Mi- 
chael’s younger brother joined Wil- 
liams after two seasons with Jordan. 
He drove consistently faster than 
Zanardi throughout most of the test- 
ing, but Zanardi ’s greater experience 
should help in races. 

Jordan, the team that won its first 
race at the 1998 Belgian Grand Prix, 
has improved steadily. This year’s 
internal battle between Damon Hill 
and the new driver, Heinz-Harald 
Frentzeo, should help raise the level 
of competition. 

Benetton's cars set fast times 
through the winter. But the team has a 
new director, Rocco Benetton, 29, 
who has no experience in racing. 

Sauber finally has a competitive 
motor in the 1998 Ferrari engine. Jean 
Alesi. the team’s French driver, set 
promising times in testing. 

At Jackie Stewart's team, Rnbens 
Barricbello sei the third fastest time in 
Barcelona. But problems with the 
new Ford engine and Johnny Her- 
bert’s crash at 300 kilometers per hour 
( 1 85 miles per hour) down the straight 
suggest the car still needs develop- 
ment work. 
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Michael Schumacher of the Fer- 
rari team, left, taking a break 
from training with Nidi Orfic of 
the Sooth Melbourne soccer team. 


“Like any new chassis-engine 
package at the start of a season,” 
Stewart said, “ 'there are certain issues 
still to be resolved.” 

The two teams that seem doomed to 
bring up die rear are Minardi and 
Arrows. Minardi has an all-new and 
fast car — along with the smallest 
budget in die paddock. 

In January, Tom Walkinshaw sold 
part of the Arrows team to Prince 
Malik Ado Ibrahim of Nigeria, and 
another pan to the investment firm 
Morgan Grenfell Private Equity. Last 
week, the new consortium kicked out 
Mika. SaJo. the fast and experienced 
Finnish driver, in favor of the less- 
experienced Toranosuke Ta 
whose sponsors will contribute 
milli on to the team’s budget 


Olympian Grandstanding 

U.S. Committee’s Appeal to Washington Is Misguided 

By Mike Penner 


Los Angeles Times Sen-ice 

LOS ANGELES — The dog-and-pony 
show was held by the U.S. Olympic Com- 
mittee in Washington, all the easier for the 
buck to be passed up Capitol Hill and to 
President Bill Clinton's desk. 

While conceding that USOC overright re- 
garding the Salt Lake City bid campaign was 
"abysmal,” Bill Hyt>L the USOC President, 
said Wednesday he had sent a letter to the 


president asking the White House to ride to 
the rescue, round up the guys in the black hats 
(Le.. the International Olympic Committee) 
and throw them in foe hoosegow. 

Rather dramatically, Hybl said he was call- 
ing on foe White House to put the IOC under 
foe Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. which 
makes tbe bribing of foreign government of- 
ficials a crime. 

"In less than 100 days, the Olympic Move- 
ment has faced its most serious challenge in 
the past 100 years,” Hybl said. "This chal- 
lenge has become a global crisis that demands 
foe most aggressive possible action and a 
commitment to change.” 

One problem: The IOC is not a foreign state 
and its members do nor represent foreign 
governments. Placing the IOC under foe aus- 
pices of foe Foreign Corrupt Practices Act 
would first require amending foe law. 

Even then, how would the U.S. government 
drag IOC members into American courts to be 
tried? More than one international treaty 
would have to be amended — or broken. 

Hybl’s ploy amounts to little more chan 
grandstanding. That seems to be going around 


foe USOC these days. In the end, what did foe 
touted USOC-commissioned investigation 
led by George Mitchell produce, beyond a 
report of foe obvious? Fifty-three pages and 
two press briefings to say that IOC members 
accept lavish gifts from Olympic bid dries 
and that this practice should be stopped? 

But Hybl is right when he describes foe . 
crisis as global. ; 

On Wednesday, a fox from foe Sion,*- -' 
Switzerland, bid committee arrived at the Los 
Angeles Times. Sion is campaigning to hold 
the 2006 Winter Olympics — the first cam- 
paign to be conducted under the anti-cor- 
ruption restrictions proposed by the IOC ex- 
ecutive board in January. 

Sion and the others are prohibited from 
flying in and wooing IOC members, so Sion 
has adopted a fresh and imaginative new bid 
strategy: Flying in and wooing foe media. 

"We are pleased to invite you to come and 
see our candidature for yourself,” said foe 
fox. "We will present our candidature file, 
show you foe competition venues and offer 
you the opportunity of meeting those in 

foecultural liite of the Vafais.’’ 

The fax notes that "many media will be 
coming to Switzerland for foe IOC’s Ex- 
traordinary Session to be held on 17th and 
18th March in Lausanne' ’ — convenient, that 
— and lists four time windows surrounding 
foe IOC meeting for two-day media junkets to 
Sion. f\. 

Finally, foe fox proposes: “Hie Sion 200(7 
candidature committee will bear your travel 
costs together with those for your accom- 
modation and meals.” 

It will be interesting to see how Sion's 
archrivai, Turin, counters this most hospitable 
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Taranto 

4 

9 

J08 

6 

Chicago 

4 

12 

JSO 

m 

Chortolle 

3 

10 

231 

7 

unman 

comnamea 


IHDWEAT DtWiatQH 


Utah 

12 

3 

500 

— - 

Mtanesato 

9 

5 

643 

2V4 

Houston 

8 

7 

533 

4 

SonAitfanfe 

7 

8 

MI 

5 

Dados 

6 

10 

575 

A % 

Demur 

S 

to 

533 

7 

Vancouver 

4 II JM1 

PAcne Denson 

8 

Portland 

11 

3 

J86 

_ 

Seattle 

9 

4 

692 

PA 

LA- Lahore 

tl 

6 

647 

IS 

Phoenta 

s 

1 

533 

3 V, 

Sacramento 

7 

9 

438 

5 


Golden Stale 6 9 Ml 5V* 

LA. Uppers a 13 MO Iff* 

wnnuAT Hnui 
Indiana U 34 If Z7— IBS 

Wostrington 24 32 27 12- 99 

f: Rase B-l Id-7 2Z MBer 6-9 6~T 70: W: 
Howard 13-24 (Ml 24, Striddend 8-14 7-2 18. 
Reborn**: l.M (Aitova 13). W. 45 (TtKrpe 
9). Assists: IrxSana 26 (MJacteon 17), 
Washington 27 (Strickland 12). 

CMeoga 17 18 20 31— 86 

PbfiedetpMa 29 M 27 26-182 

C: Strnpkira 7-13 7-1021, Kukoc 6-15 3-6 1& 
P: Iverson 10-21 4-9 24. Geiger 7-9 7-7 21. 
RahooadR Orieapa 48 (Simpkins 8), 
PhRoMpNo SS (Geiger 13). Asristo: Chicago 
22 {Harper 6). PhikxMpMn 23 (Snow 8). 
OHriotte 22 21 19 14- 76 

Orlando 31 IB 24 20- 93 

C: Cofeman 1 1-18 2-2 24, PhUls M4 2-2 14; 
0: Anderson 8-13 3-4 2S, Austin 8-134-4 30. 
Rebounds: Chaitone 43 (Coleman 10k 
Orlando 50 (Austin 8). Assists: Charfatte19 
(Wesley 4). Orlando 28 (Hardaway 9)- 
Golden store 16 21 U 25- 78 

AVWMto* 2S 19 26 36-106 

G-5-: Skate 6-16 2-2 16. Jamison 4-10 6-9 
14 M: HH1 7-1 1 6-7 30, Rabtasan S-12 M 19. 
Rebounds: G.S. 58 (Dony-Marshcfi 10), 
Milwaukee 55 IHB 10). AseHH: GS. 12 
(Cafes, Deft 4), MBwavkee 25 (Perry 8J. 
Vancouver 24 44 28 20— 86 

Vtt 32 29 29 19—109 

V: Mock 7-13 3-4 2X Abdur-Rahbn 5-146-9 
17s U: Russrt 6-J0 2-2 17, Malone 3-9 10-12 
16. Rebounds: Vancouver 38 (Massenbing 
6). Utah S3 (Malone 10). Assists: Vancouver 
20 (Bibbv 6), Utah 31 (Stockton 10], 

Phoenix 24 21 17 23— « 

LLUIM H 24 34 28— IB! 

P: Robinson 8-13 3-6 2(1 GugBaWa 7-30 0-0 
14 Chapman 5-16 3-3 1* Lahore: Bryant II- 
19 10-1232, O'Neal 10-19 7-17 27- 
Phcenfa SS (GugfleMa TO Uttn tt 
(RoAnon 1 7). Assists: Phoenix 21 Klddll). 

LaKMs22(BOfontFhhmS). 

Panto ad « n 3? * 

SOCnnmtO IB 22 W 34 5— 93 

P: Grant 6-138-9 20- Sabonis 8-12 '1-2 
Webber 7-15 6-8 201 Wnttarason 7-154-6 IB. 
MboandK P. 59 (GflWf I®. S. 62 (WfifcOP 


14). Assists: P. 23 (Stoudaraire 5), S. 19 
(Webber 6). 

Eimo League 

•us FOULS. SECOND LEO 
CSKA Moscow 9* Efcs PUsen. Turkey, IQS 
EfesPBsen won series 2-0. 

Ulkeispor, Turkey, 82, ZaSgirto. Lithuania 93 
Znlgltts won series 241 

U.S. College Scores 

WEWSOAY RESULTS 

Men 


HOI 
RRST ROUM) 

Dayton 7a St Bonaventore 69, CfT 
La Sale 8l, St Joseph* 54 
Massachusetts ea DuguesneTO 
Vbgrtu Tech 1A. TotOrum 63 


UR8T ROUND 
Georgetown 68, Pr o v id ence 66 
Rutgers 64 Piteborgh 51 
Seton Hafi 79, Notre Dame 69 
Syracuse 94 Boston Cudegu 55 
VBtanovo 71 West Vfigbria 61 

CONFKRSKC USA 

msrnouMi 
DePaul 9S Ttriarte 59 
tLC. Charted* 75, Houston 51 
Sake Louis 59, Marquette S3 
Saalti Florida 8IL Memphis 81. OT 


Kent 49, Miami Ohio 43 


QUARTERFINALS 

Florida A&M «l Copfrin St 69 
S. CoraSna Sl 61. Md. -Eastern Shore 56 
■OUnURSCMFHMS 
rear round 
L amer 90, NS Loutsiano 71 
McfieeseSL 10ft NkheHs SL 87 


ntr round 
A lcorn SL 114 Prairie View 61 
Jackson SL7X Teas Seamen 49 
Miss. Voter St 71, Alabama SL 58 
Southern U. 9Z GrwnhSng SI. 83 


Women 

9W as 

N& 4 Cofcrude SL (38-7) def. UNLV 71 -67. 
No. 9 TOOL Tech 06-3) deL Kamos St. 74-55. 
No. 17 DCS- Barbara 04-3) def. Nevada 7457. 
No. 21 Iowa st C21-6) def. Missouri 63-44. 
No. 25 Kaasas CZfrS def. Oklahoma St 59^1 


Boston 

26 25 10 

a 

158 

144 

Montreal 

25 29 9 

99 

152 

163 

SOUTHEAST OmstON 




W L T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

Gendina 

28 23 12 

68 

162 

155 

Florida 

Zf 23 16 

60 

158 

166 

Washington 

26 30 5 

57 

161 

161 

TootooBoy 

13 42 5 

31 

125 

222 


nwrnouw 

Towson 87, Boston Untanfty67 
HofstTO 51 Hartford 52 

bm izoounmm 
QOARTERFWALS 
Terns Tech 7* Konsm State 55 
Nebraska 60, Terns 55 
Iowa SkOe 6X Missouri 44 
Karnes 59, OWaheora Stale 53 
COLONIAL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
FRST ROUND 

James MaAsan 5& American 36 
PATRIOT LSACMIC 

rial 

Hohr Cross 72. Navy 58 

wsstow ATHune oomfukncs 

DUAITTOtFMAL* 

Soethvrn MethuSst 75k Brighton young 60 
New Medea 74, Texas ChrtMksi 62 

Rice 74, Won 57 
Gofeiado State 71. UNLV 67 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHL Standings 


ATLAWnC ONBXMi 



W 

L 

T 

Pit 

GF 

GA 

New Jersey 

34 

20 

8 

76 

186 

155 

PMtaddphta 

30 

18 13 

73 

188 

141 

Pittsburgh 

32 20 

8 

a i9i 

167 

N.Y. Rangere 

25 

28 

8 

58 

171 

172 

N.Y. (standees 

19 

36 

7 

45 

145 

187 

NawnreAUT mam 




W 

L 

T 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

Oita * 0 

34 

18 

8 

76 

174 

130 

Taranto 

34 

22 

5 

73 196 

1B1 

Berio k> 

28 

71 

12 

68 

166 

137 


CENTRAL DJV1SJON 



W L T 

Pts GF 

GA 

Detroit 

31 25 6 

68 183 

158 

St Louts 

26 24 10 

62 170 

152 

NcshvBe 

21 34 6 

48 142 

19B 

OUoogo 

17 37 8 

42 136 

196 

NORTHWEST DCVBION 



W L T 

Pts GF 

GA 

Coknudo 

31 23 8 

70 m 

156 

Edmriaa 

25 29 9 

9 173 

162 

Catgarr 

21 30 10 

52 156 

176 

Vancouver 

19 34 9 

47 151 

193 


tem: division 



W L T 

PH GF 

GA 

Mas 

38 11 10 

86 173 

tie 

Pboenh 

30 21 10 

70 151 

139 

Anaheim 

28 29 9 

65 166 

151 

San Jose 

22 27 14 

58 141 

ia 

Los Angeles 

m 

23 34 5 51 141 

MmhAy MUllTl 

164 

Dteireton 

tewaHIRl UawMB 

2 2 

1-6 

OvWO 


2 8 

1-3 


1st Period: E-Guerin 25 (Weight) Z S-, 
Mcaditod 9 CGrteri X &- Woofer 6 (Grnsek, 
CBnwm) 4, B-Peeo 23 (Woofey) 2d Period: 
E-Mbonov 16 (Bemek) *■ E-Mbonov it 
(S myth. Manny) (pp). 3d Paled: B-Peca 24 
(Satin Prtmeou) % E-Guerin 26 (Mbenav) 
(ea). Shots an goal: E- 6-12-8-26. B- 11-11- 

10— 32. ffnn g es- E-Passmore. B-Rolosarv 
Bban. 

Boston 1 o o—i 

Ce reB ao 1 1 6-2 

1st Period: Carahna Wester 5 (Gdbias. 
Kcpanen) Z B-Cariorll ©danger, Ferraro) 
2d Paled: CoraBfla. Gafinas II (Primem, 
McdBO 3d Peeled: None. Sbot* an goal: B- 7- 

11- 6— 24. CareOna 9-13-3-39. C writer: B- 
Mbe. Canfea. I rt* 22-1 4-9. 

New Jersey 8 t t-S 

Toronto l i o-2 

1st PeriNfc T-BffSln 23 lift*, Cote) 2d 


Ported: T-Berezin 24 (Korda* Board) (pp). 
lNJ.-Ntedcrnwyw8(EDas. Sytore) * New 
Jersey. Carpenter I (Stevens) 3d Period: 
NJrAmatt 17 (Pandoffo Sytore). 6, KJ.- 
Amatt IB (EBas, Stevens) 7, NJ.-» Etas iq, 
(on). Shots oo god: NJ.- 672-10-28. 7-6-8- 
1 1—25. C e r d te NJ.-Btodew. T-Joseptv 
Manfred 1 3 0 0-4 

pmsfrorgh 12 10-4 

1st Period: P-Strafco 30 (Werenka, Jagr) Z 
M-Padln8IMdaU«rr.Dawe)2dP«rjP-MD- 
ler 1 6 (Hrdtea Jagr). A P4am»20 (Hatches. 
Jogri (pp). & Mi Stevenson 6 {ZhoBak. 
Matcddnv) 6, MMdakhov 12 (Ohsoiv Koivu) 
(pp). 7, M-Coreon 11 (Reed* nfcftefcft) M 
Period: P-Jagr 25 (Lang) OT: Nona. Shots ea 
goat M- 1 7-14-5- J— 37. P- 56-7-1— ia 
Goofies: M-Uoctott. P-Banotsa Skudre. 
Cotendo 0 1 6-7 

Florida 2 3 0-5 

1st Period: P-Kvasha 11 (Meflanby, 
Parrish) (pp). Z F-Burr 11 (Hedkm) (sh). 
2d Period: F-BUre 12 (WWtney, SveWa) (pp). 

4 F-Bere 13 (Kazfo* Ntefenww) (ppl. 5. 
F-, Mefcnby 15 (Dvandt Hedtan) 4 C- 
FOrsbera 29 (SakWJri Period: C-Lemtew 22 
(Deadararsth Forsberg) (pp). 8» C-Foaberg 
30 (Drury, OzoBrnh) 9. G-Deadmareh 19 
(Fareberg, SakfO (PP). Kb C-. Drery 14 
CPodefn. Donovan) 1L C-Hepak 9 CSakto 
Fotsteg) C-Foabery 21, Shots oo god: 
C- 9-7-18-34 F- 11-98-28. C o rt es: C-Rnry. 
BBbnton. P-Baita. • 

Sea Jose 1 l 2-4 

Vancouver 0 I 2—3 

1st Period: &J .-Morphy 15 (Morteae) 26 
Period: SJ.-Marieau IS (Stem Moiptiy). XV- 
McCobe6 (Aeaota ModadO 3d Period: S-L- 
Matteou 8 (Koretyu*. Srrttel 5. Y-Schoefa-2 
CMogitayJ 4 SXNoPHor 8 CFrteeere Stem) 
(pp). 7, V-Mashmd 32 (MogBnyl Shots oa 
goto SJL-644-19L V- 14-114-31. CodteK 

5 J.Ghtetds. V-Wfeetes. 

Los Angetes 0 1 0-1 

Aaahotei 11 W 

1st Period: ArCUfen 7 (Sandstrenv 
Mdnnts) 2d Parte* A-SWwmo 35 (Green. 
Salel) (pp). X UA^Blak* 7 (Starepto 
RaWteSW 3d Parted: None. Shots an goto 
LA- 13-13-8-34. A- 34-5-14 GoaBes: 
LA-fiMtAHoteft - . 


CRICKET 


nuaraui v*. am lamka 

BUST DAT 

THURSDAY M LAHORE, PAKISTAN 
Pakistoir 192 for 3 


WEDNESDAY Bl OUXTEUALA errr 
Bofivfcia JnookaD 
GuatetwriaZ Paraguay 3 

nmMrwnnuiiwiuu 
RaraanfaZ Estonia 0 
Ptfentfl. Amenta 0 
Bulgaria Z Slovakia 0 



OUARIBIFMALS, RRST LEO 
Real Madrid 1, Oymmo Kiev 1 
Mondwsier United Z Inter Mflan 0 
Bayern MuntehZ Kafaentautern 0 
Juventus Z Otyrnplokos Rroeus 1 

BltKmNCUp Wfr ta PU’ CW. 

OUAmERtolALX HRSTtEQ 

Lotannothr MascwiY X MoocaM Haflg a 

Cope Ljbertadores 


ROUND 

atoups 

Catdn Cakanbte 4 River PJcdt Am. l 
WTMOINM: Catdas 3 potaW Deporttvo 
* VbI “ Smfieu. Argentina 
1/ RteerPtate I. 

cnoups 

Cam Portents Par* 2 Poknebi& Biz±. 5 
OT toSWR PMwebnsaptantoOenoPoY. 
teno X rempta, (b Cnrinttriorre Brei. X 

CROWN « 

UnL Qfefica. CMte 1 Sporting Cifatal Pwu. i 
STANDMOto Ufitwreftarto pm, 3 

Asian Cup Winners Cup 

DUAJtTERRNAL. RETURN LEO 

KasNnev Jap^ ia Sarawak, MatayrixO 
KraMnoAnnerewon 14-2 on aggregate. 


SheRtekf Wednesday l.WhnUedrai? 

■momwMi MnlU. 57 potato Chetaea 
Or AaenalXlr Leeds 45rVBta44rWhntiterton 

4ft West Horn -4ft Uverpoal 39r Dab* 3*. 

Tottenham 34 SheffleJdriteL3x_ect^ 


MAJOR LEAOUE BASEBALL 
AiiK- nrn m mw 

anaheus— A greed to tom wttn in 
Juslfn Brnghnen RHP Jason Didaofi net 

BratHemphB. 

cievelamd— Agreed totems wWiCEin 

Dnz, INF Jafirert Ccferern and INF Rich 
Sea«m an 1 -yew contracts. 

at. yaitxek— R enewed the contract of 
Jorge Panda. Agreed to terns with RH 
Luta ; DeLnSantos, RHP Mike Jerzenbec 
OF Omdl McOanafct RHP Ryw, Bradfc 
OF Rkfcy Ledea RHP Mto Buddie and S 
D’Angelo Jimenez on 1 -mar cont ra cts. 

TA MP AAA Y -Agreed to terms with RH 
Rotando Arrola C Mike DtFebce. JNFAon 
Ledcsrna. INF Bobby SrntttL OF CariosMM 

o^OF Butrin Trammed and OF feme 

w»m an l^year contracts. Renewed cnntroC 

.NFi!LSS-!f* ,!,ar RHP &tebon ■ 

INF AMgoei Coin. 

TOm wTrr-Sta ood RHP Gris Corpora. 

ondCFShamoftStewoittoa-reorcoahwa 

«id3B Tam Ev ens. INF FeBpeCttspa RH 

Kdvim Eeeofaarand RHP Neria RodrigueZl 
f u STi R e mjW!a con1>od - p t RH 

**4J10NAL LEAGUE 


— — w . wpu 

BAOOnEALL MSS 
n. *!** r^ed Seattle Super! 
a^rPotyntoeSOOOteinofcmg 

Sastoetawanta fms m M 01 G 1 1 

Signed FCret Hem 

■R* JCR55Y— Signed G Doug 
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Shows Father 
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“I’ll let you know if he’s ray son after 
hits,” Rose said to a fan. “If he gets a 
hit. he's my son. If he doesn’t, he’s your 
son.” 

Rose Jr. is just hoping for a chance 
with the Dodgers. “I think l*ve got what 
it takes,” he said. “I plan on making the 
team. I’ll bust my tail I’m going to be in 
LA. at some time. I’m a guy who’s got 
some pop. Left-handed pop looks to be a 
little scarce around here. 

Kevin Brown, who signed a $105 
million, seven-year contract with the 
Dodgers, pitched two innings in a sim- 
ulated game. He threw 16 pitches in the 
first inning and 23 in the second. 

“It's part of getting started back up, 
getting cranked up again,’ ’ Brown said. 

. " “I survived, didn’t get hit in die face or 
• V; fife anything, so there’s a moral victory 
. there." 

At the end of die session. Brown gave 
up a few shots that most likely would 
have been hits in a game, to Jose Viz- 
caino, Gary Sheffield and Rati! 

- Mondesi He ended the session by strik- 

I ing out Eric Karros. 

A crowd of 1,431 at Port Sl Lucie, 
Florida^ watched the Mets beat Sl 
J ohn’s. Man Franco homered during a 
seven-run burst in the third inning and 
Melvin Mora and Mike Kinkade also 
eomfected-fOT New' Ywk.-* ~ » - -.*.*■• — - * 
Five Mets pitchers combined on a 
five-hitter. John Franco, the Mets’ closer 
and a St John’s alumnus, did not pitch. 


SPORTS 


Th* Associated Press 

Pete Rose Jr. was a hit. Garth Brooks 
was a miss. 

White the New York Mets were beat- 

“£ St John ’s University, 12-3, Tuesday 
in this spring’s first exhibition, several 
other teams were playing mtrasquad 
games. ^ 

With his father sitting in the stands. 
Rore got a hit in the Los Angeles • 

Dodgers game at Vero Beach, Florida. 

Brooks, however, struck out in his only 
at-bat in the San Diego Padres’ gany* at 
Peoria, Arizona. 

After being reminded by Manager 
Brace Bochy to put on his batting hel- 
met, the country-music star managed to 
foul off two pitches before chasing a 
neck-high fastball from a nonroster 
righty, Salvador Rodriguez. 

‘ ‘I gofiss four out of the five pitches I 
was proud of," Brooks said. ‘The last 
one I wasn’L That’s the one I’ll re- 
member." 

Brooks, who was playing just for fun, 
■y did fine, in left field, cleanly handling a 
> single by Gary Matthews Jr. in his only 
chance. 

Rose Sr., baseball’s career hits leader, 
watched his 29-year-old son swing away 
at Dodgertown. 



Iverson, Despite Flu, 
Leads Surge by Sixers 

They Down Bulls, 102-86, for Sixth Straight 


Kris King of the Maple Leafs, left, flailing away at the Devils’ Sheldon Souray despite a slightly impaired field 
of vision. Both players were assessed five-minute penalties in the fight-filled game won by New Jersey. 5-2. 

Avalanche Buries Panthers’ 5-0 Lead 


The Associated Press 

With a five-goal lead over the Col- 
orado Avalanche late in the second peri- 
od, the Florida Panthers looked in great 
shape. Imagine their surprise when they 
lost die game. 

“I haven’t seen anything like this be- 
fore," the Panthers’ coach, Terry Mur- 
ray, said after his team’s stunning 7-5 

NHL Roundup 

loss to Colorado on Wednesday night. 
“This is the biggest meltdown I’ve ever 
seen. Absolute, total embarrassmenL” 

Pavel Bure scored three straigh t goals 
to help the Panthers take a 5-0 lead. But 
the Avalanche lived up to their nickname 
by scoring seven straight in the final 22 
minutes. • Peter Forsberg contributed 
three goals and three assists. 

- “I don't know what happened — I’m 
still txying to figure it out," said Joe 
Sakic, who had three assists forCoIoradti. 
‘I guess it was just meant to be.” 




.tS.E 


ore’s hat trick and a goal each by 
Scott Mellanby and Oleg Kvasha chased 
die Colorado goalie, Patrick Roy, after 
two periods. Gnig Billington came on in 
the mini and wound up with die victory 
by stopping eight shots. 

Forsberg ignited Colorado’s 
comeback with his 19th goal at 18: 11 of 
the second period. Forsberg scored twice 
in the third, including an unassisted goal 
with 1:31 left that capped a four-goal 

outburst In thefinal fiveroinutes. 

Claude Lemieux, Adam Deadmareh, 
Chris. Druiy and Milan Hejduk also 
scored. 


oiian 5, Sabm* 3 Boris Mironov and 
Bill Guerin each scored twice as Ed- 
monton won at Buffalo, giving Steve 
Passmore his first National Hockey 
League victory in goal. 

Hurricanes 2 , Bruins 1 Martin Gelinas 
had a goal and an assist as Carolina beat 
Boston, snapping the Bruins’ five-game 
unbeaten streak and stretching the Hur- 
ricanes* home unbeaien streak to four. 

Canadians 4, Penguins 4 Jaromir Jagr 
capped a four-point night with a third- 
period goal as Pittsburgh tied Montreal 
m a game that ended the Penguins’ nine- 
game home winning streak and cost 
them two of their best players. 

The Penguins’ goalie. Tom B arras so, 
left after seven minutes with a bruised 
right hand, and Martin Srraka departed 
because of a bruised shoulder after scor- 
ing his 30th goal. 

Davils 5, Map]* Loafs 2 In Toronto, 
Jason Amott scored two third-period 
goals as New Jersey overcame a two- 
goal deficit to beat the Leafs: 

. Scott Niedennayer and Bob Carpenter 
scored in the final four minutes of the 
second period to erase Toronto’s lead. 

In the first minute of the third period. 
Amott beat a screened Toronto goalie, 
Curtis Joseph, to put the Devils ahead, 3- 
2. Later, a 55-foot blast by Amort again 
eluded Joseph. 

The game was marked by hard hits 
and scuffles. The Leafs lost the center 
Alyn McCauley, who was slammed into 
the boards by a Devils defensertan; Shel- 
don Souray. seven minutes into the third 
period. It took 10 minutes to stabilize 
McCauley and secure him to a stretcher 


before he was taken to the hospital. 

He was diagnosed with a head injury 
and doctors said he had full feeling in all 
his extremities. 

Sharks 4, Canucks 3 A backup goalie. 
Steve Shields, made 28 saves, and 
Stephane Maneau and Bill Houlder 
scored third-period goals to lead San 
Jose to victory in Vancouver. 

Mighty Ducks 2, Kings 1 Guy Hebert 
stopped 33 shots and won .his fourth 
straight decision, as .Anaheim beat vis- 
iting Los Angeles. Hebert beat the Kings 
for the fourth time in as many meetings 
this season. 


The .Asscviared Press 

The Chicago Bulls are in no condition 
to handle Allen Iverson, even when he 
isn't really in any condition to be on the 
court. 

With Iverson scoring 24 points de- 
spite a bout with the flu, the Philadelphia 
76ers beat Chicago, 102-86, on wed- 

NBA Roundup 

nesday night. The Sixers have a six- 
same "winning streak for the first lime 
since 1 99 1 and they clinched a victory- in 
the season series with the Bulls for the 
first time since the 1990-91 season. 

“He looked sick this afternoon.” 
Lam Brown, the Sixers 1 coach, said of 
Iverson. “Once he got on the court, he 
didn't look sick to me.” 

Iverson, averaging 2S.8 points, is the 
main reason the Sixers appear to have 
turned things around. Man Geiger 
helped with 21 points, a season-high 13 
rebounds and a career-high 5 steals, but 
this was Iverson's show. 

Iverson was the focal point on nearly 
every possession whiie the game was 
still close. He was 10 for 21 from the 
field and added 6 assists and 3 steals. 

“Even if you don't recognize it in 
public. I want people to say — behind 
closed doors if they have to — ‘That's the 
best player in the NBA.' " Iverson said. 

Bucks 106, Warriors 7s In Milwaukee, 
Tyrone Hill broke out of his season-long 
shooting slump and Glenn Robinson con- 
tinued to shoot well from the foul line. 

Robinson, leading the NBA from the 
line with a .964 percentage, hit all 8 of his 
free throws and scored 19 points. He has 
missed just one of 28 free throws this 
season. Hill, shooting 34 percent from the 
floor, scored 20 points on 7 of 1 1 shots. 


ppcwra 106, Wizards 96 Jalen Rose 
scored 1 1 of his 22 points in the final 
quarter, and Washington collapsed in the 
fourth period as it lost for the fifth time in 
six games and for the fifth straight time 
at home. 

Washington made just 6 of 22 shots in 
the final period. 

. Laker* ioi, Suns 95 In Los Angeles. 
Kobe Bryant scored 23 of his 32 points 
in the second half, Dennis Rodman had 
17 rebounds to remain unbeaten with ihe 
Lakers and Shaquille O'Neal pui in 27 
points. 

The Lakers, winning their fifth in a 
row and beating Phoenix for the second 
lime id three nights, reeled off a 12-0 
spurt in the fourth quarter. 

TraU Blazers 97, Kings 93 Brian Grant 
had 6 of his 20 points in overtime and 
added 18 rebounds as Portland won in 
Sacramento. 

Arvydas Suborns had 1 7 points and 13 
rebounds and Isaiah Rider had 16 points 
for the Blazers. The Kings, who lost for 
the sixth time in the last eight games, 
were led by Chris Webber’s 20 points 
and 14 rebounds. 

Magic 93, Hornets 76 Nick Anderson 
scored 25 points and Orlando used a 20- 
6 run early in the third quarter to pull 
away from visiting Charlotte. 

Anderson was 8 for 13 from the field, 
including 6 for 10 on 3-point attempts. 
Isaac Austin added a season-high 20 
points and 8 rebounds. 

Jazz 109, Grizzlies 86 Utah won its 

19th straight regular-season game at 
home, including seven this season, as 
Karl Malone had 16 points and 10 re- 
bounds. 

The Jazz are the only Western Con- 
ference team the Grizzlies have never 
beaten. 


NCAA Weighing Final Picks for Tournament 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The meetings 
began Thursday with nine people being 
sequestered on their own floor of a 
Kansas City hotel. 

They were not members of a jury 
discussing a trial, but members of the 
National Collegiate Athletic Associ- 
ation men's basketball committee, 
which is charged with determining the 
field of 64 in ihe NCAA tournament 
that begins next week. 

C.M. Newton, the athletic director 
at the University of Kentucky and 
chairman of the committee, began dis- 
cussing administrative issues early in 
the day with the other committee mem- 
bers. Later, the group was to discuss 


the myriad possibilities regarding 
which teams were to be selected and 
where they would be seeded. 

Newton, in his seventh year on the 
committee, said Wednesday that there 
was no dear formula to determine the 
field outside of those teams that re- 
ceived automatic berths by winning 
their conferences. 

“The first time 1 was scared to death 
and in awe of the process,” Newton 
said. “The longer you’re involved, the 
more serious you take the charge and 
the charge is to select the right field." 

Newton spoke of good losses, re- 
cords against top-25 opponents and 
tough non-conference schedules. He 
also said a sub-.500 conference mark 


would not automatically eliminate a 
school from consideration for a bid. 

Newton said the committee would 
meet for about 14 hours per day until the 
64-team field is revealed Sunday nighL 

■ A Milestone for Kent State 

In 47 years as a member of the Mid- 
American Conference, Kent Stare had 
never won a division, conference or 
tournament title. The Associated Press 
reported from Toledo, Ohio. But on 
Wednesday nighL Coach Gary Waters 
and his players celebrated a 49-43 vic- 
tory over Miami of Ohio in the MAC 
championship game. “This is amaz- 
ing," Waters said. Kent State had been 
picked to finish sixth in the MAC. 
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A Nobel Journalist 


The Sultry Eartha Kitt: Mellower, but Still Proud 


r 


By Larry Rohter 

Ntw York Times- Scr\ i, e 


ing copy and reviewing pho- 
tographs. When peace talks 


B ogota — He has 

already won a Nobel 


AJ already won a Nobel 
Prize, says there are still books 
he needs to write and is about 
to celebrate his 72d birthday. 
So it came as something of a 
shtxrk to Colombians when the 
novelist Gabriel Garda Mar- 
quez recently bought a money- 
losing newsmagazine here and 
then promptly joined the ranks 
of its reporting staff. 

But to Garcia Marquez, the 
decision makes perfect sense. 
For years, he said, he had 
dreamed of using his Nobel 
Prize money to organize a 
newspaper to be called El 
Otro, or The Other, so when a 
group of young editors and 
reporters came to him with a 
proposal to buy and overhaul 
the news weekly Cambio, he 
welcomed it as a chance to 
return to his first love. 

••Journalism is the only 
trade that 1 like, and I have 
always regarded myself as a 
journalist, ' * said Garcia Mar- 
quez, who earned a living as a 
newspaper and news-agency 
reporter before writing "One 
Hundred Years of Solitude." 
the 1967 novel that estab- 
lished his literary reputation. 

"But nobody would em- 
ploy me" after he won his 
Nobel in 1982, he added jok- 
ingly. "because it was too 
expensive. So now I pay so 
that 1 can be published." 

Officially. Garcia Marquez 
is president of the seven- 
member board of directors of 
Cambio and the magazine's 
chief stockholder, roles he is 
not accustomed ro playing. 

"Here,” he said, handing a 
business card to an American 
visitor, an amused grin on his 
face. "I've never bad one of 
these before.” 

By choice, though, his 
week- to- week dunes at Cam- 
bio range as far afield as edit- 


tograpns. When peace talks 
between the government and 
leftist rebels began in early 
January, he even went to the 
site of the negotiations as part 
of the magazine's reporting 
team, sending dispatches that 
were incorporated into the 
main article without his 
byline appearing. 

Mauricio Vargas, the 
magazine's new editor in 
chief, said that one of the 
great advantages of having 
the Spanish-speaking world's 
most eminent author on staff 
is that "many doors open to 
him, and he knows how to ask 
that they be opened. ' ' 


By Dinilia Smith 

Ken- TIiipi i Scrvn e 


N EW YORK — She slithers across the 
stage at the Caf£ Carlyle, catlike. 72 


That celebrity status has re- 
sulted in exclusive interviews 
with heads of state and busi- 
ness leaders, but can create 
difficulties in the field. 

"I want to feel the atmo- 
sphere. to be a reporter, but I 
have a problem,” Garcia Mar- 
quez said, referring to the 
commotion caused when he 
appeared at the start of the 
peace talks. “My presence 
causes other reporters to treat 
me not as a colleague, but as 
news. So 1 have asked my fel- 
low journalists to respect my 
right to exercise our craft." 

But Cambio also provides a 
vehicle for Garcia Marquez's 
ruminations about current 
events and the international 
scene. Several of his essays 
have already been syndicated 
to publications throughout 
Latin America and Europe, 
helping enhance the 
magazine's reputation and 
improving its bottom tine. 

Cambio's circulation has 
risen sharply since die new 
management took over. In the 
first four weeks of the year, 
newsstand sales doubled to 
mote than 12.000, editors said, 
circulation rose to 45.000, and 
advertising quintupled. 


IN stage at the Cate Carlyle, catlike. 72 
years old. with the muscles of an adolescent 
boy — Eartha Kilt- whom Orson Welles 
called “the most exciting woman in the 
world” and the CIA reportedly called "a 
sadistic sex nymphomaniac" after she stood 
up at a White House luncheon and criticized 
the war in Vietnam. 

Her light velvet dress is slit to the thigh, 
fixed with a glittering brooch, as she sings 
her own rendition of “I'm Still Here”: “I 
lived through Shirley Temple. Now I’m 
here. I remember Lyndon Johnson. Gee. that 
was fun ... “ She purrs, growls, does a belly 
dance to "Uska Dara," pours champagne 
down a waiter’s throat, delivering a patter of 
double-entendres as she goes. ‘ 

Kitt has been a fixture on the music scene 
since the early 1950s. known for her sultry 
voice, her persona as a gold digger who turns 
men into helpless tittle boys with her sexual 
power. The New York Times critic Stephen 
Holden called Kin the original “jnaterial 
girL” 

She has performed on Broadway and in 
fas Vegas and played Catwoman in the 
“Batman" television series. She has ap- 
peared in films ranging from “New Faces." 
based on the Broadway revue that made her a 
star, and "St. Louis Blues" to, more re- 
cently, "Boomerang.” with Eddie Murphy, 
and “Harriet the Spy,” from the popular 
children's book. 

During the late '60s and early '70s, her 
career went into a decline as music tastes 
changed, and because, she says, of her op- 
position to the war in Vietnam. 

But now' she is back in full force, ap- 
pearing at the Carlyle till March 13 and as a 
voice in New York City taxicabs admon- 
ishing passengers to buckle their seat belts. 

Sometimes in the past, with the smol- 
dering anger of her performance, her voice 
straining in the back of her throat, Kitt has 
degenerated into self-parody. “If you look 
back," said her daughter, Kitt Shapiro, her 
voice "almost sounded tike a caricature. 
Now I think it's very real. It represents 
life.” 

Indeed, there are many who think that Kin 
has finally come into her own. The voice has 
mellowed, become softer around the edges, 
rather like vintage wine. In an age of mass 
entertainment on huge screens and in giant 
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At 72, Eartha Kitt has returned in full force to the New York cabaret scene. 


stadiums, people are drawn to her cabaret act 
for her ability to create on intimacy with her 
audience. It is an act, Holden said, “worthy 
of comparison with Marlene Dietrich in her 
prime.'' * 

A few days after the Carlyle performance, 
you would not know it was Eartha Kitt in the 
hotel's restaurant, dressed in black sweat- 
shin and sunglasses, and without makeup 
and wig. But even offstage, she preserves the 
shtick, conducting herself with hauteur, re- 
ferring to herself sometimes in the third 
person. 

"There is beluga always in the fridge, 
champagne," Kitt said, “even though I 
don't have a man." But she would tike a 
man. she said, “just as somebody who would 
escort me around town.” 

True to her Catwoman image, Kitt says 
she sleeps on a bed covered with lion skins. 
She would tike to fill the room with them. 

“When 1 get out of bed I am usually 
nude,” Kin said. “I look at myself every 
morning to see if there are bulges, so you 
don’t let it go past, say, five pounds.” The 
solution is exercise. She can lift 50-pound 
(22 -kilogram) weights, she said, and wants 
to make an exercise video for older women 
that is aimed at preventing osteoporosis, and 
that uses the principles of Radu. her trainer. 


She has also learned to preserve her voice, 
to “throw" it from the larynx, as she puts it 
She is an opera lover, she said, and draws 
inspiration from Maria Callas. Kitt is also 
quite a reader, she said, having read through 
the Book of Knowledge and “Goethe, Mar- 
lowe, Shakespeare." 

“Plato was a great influence on my mind 
because be teaches you to think," Kitt said, 
with a haughty gaze. There is an anger in her 
presence, as well as her performance, a cal- 
culated tension. 

“Whatever man’s down front is hugely 
intimidated,*’ said Daryl Waters, her long- 
time accompanist and music director. “Now 
and then she gets someone who decides to 
get up and dance with her, or catch her 
because they think she’s going to fall. She 
always has a line or a look ready. Usually it’s 
‘Where’s your father?’ " 

The other night at the Carlyle, Kitt said, 
she was doing her belly dance when sud- 
denly a woman in the audience offered her 
husband for the night. “1 don't think you can 
afford me,” Kitt responded coolly. 

Still, despite her intimidating stage pres- 
ence, Kitt skid she was “scared to death.” 
"Every time I walk out there 1 think I'm 
going to be rejected again.” Indeed, rejection 
is a constant refrain in her conversation. 


She has laid out the lineaments of her life 
in three autobiographies. The most recent, 
“I'm Still Here: Confessions of a Sex Kit- 
ten,” in 1989, sometimes reads tike Dickens: 
an jiiiy ti mare child, an unknown father — a 
white man, she believes, who may have been 
the son of the owner of the Sopth Carolina 
plantation where her Family lived. 

Kitt said she was rejected by her darirer- 
skinned family and given the name “yella 
gaL” Her mother abandoned her because her 
new stepfather said her skin was too tight. 
The family that took her in abused her. she 
said, and she went to work in. the cotton 
fields. When she was about 8, an aunt sent for 
her to live in Harlem. The aunt told her she 
was her real mother, but treated her unfairly, 
too, Kitt said. 

Her looks often worked against her. Kitt 
said. In 1958. when she starred in ’‘Anna 
Lucasta” with Sammy Davis Jr.. "L500 
cinemas would not take this film because they 
thought I wasn’t blade enough to be making 
love to a black man on the screen," she said. 

Kitt has been married once, to a man 
ngmprt Bill McDonald, and they had one 
child before their divorce. Kitt has two 
grandchildren, Jason, 8, and Rachel, 3. 

In L96S. Kitt was invited to the While 
House by Lady B ird Johnson. “You send the 
best of this- country off to be shot and 
maimed,” Kitt said to the first lady. “No 
wonder the kids rebel arid take pot.” 

The singer's outspokenness nearly ended 
her career in the United States, she said. Kitt 
said she learned from a reporter that the 
Central Intelligence Agency bad drawn up a 
damaging report on her. Contracts were can- 
celed. She went abroad, working mostly in 
Europe. 

Her reputation was revived somewhat in 
the mid-1970s after President Jimmy Carter 
invited her to a gathering at the White House, 
and she appeared in a concert at Carnegie 
Hall. Then, in 1978, she won a Tony nom- 
ination for her role in “Timbuktu! " 

More recently, in 1996, her first American 
recording in nearly 20 years, "Back in the 
Business," won a Grammy nomination. 

Looking to the future, Kitt said she wanted 
to do more concerts and legitimate theater. 
“I'm tired of traveling," she said. 

Maybe she should pair up with one of the 
new female rappers, someone suggested, to 
have more presence with younger audiences. 
Kitt looked down her nose. ' ‘I've been doing 
rap since the beginning of time," she said. 
And you wouldn't want to contradict her. 



PEOPLE 


A JUDGE has approved a £550,000 
(5890,000) payment to the former 
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The Film star Danny Glover at a drinking-water project in Burkina Faso, 
where he was attending the Pan-African Film and Television Festival. 


xx. ( 5890,001) ) payment to the tormer 
Oasis drummer Tony McCarroll to 
settle a lawsuit he filed against the band 
after he was fired. McCarroll. 27. was 
Fired in 1996 after a fight with the lead 
singer, Liam Gallagher, in a Paris bar. 
Oasis members also said that McCar- 
roll. who was replaced by Alan White, 
took no interest in improving his 
“poor" drumming. McCarroll sued the 
five-member band for being “unlaw- 
fully expelled from the partnership." 
and sought 20 percent of Oasis’s annual 
earnings, which are estimated ai £18 
million. The settlement, reached 
minutes after the case began Tuesday in 
London’s High Court, was made public 
after the judge approved it Wednesday. 

□ 

A Princeton University music pro- 
fessor says his hearing was damaged by 
an ear-splitting performance by the 
group Smashing Pumpkins, even 
though he was wearing earplugs, ac- 
cording to his lawyer. Peter Jeffrey, 45. 
is suing the members of the alternative 


rock band and the city of New Haven.- 
Connecticut, where the concert took 
place in January 1997. Jeffrey “has 
chronic tinnitus," his lawyer said, re- 
ferring to ringing in the ears, “and also 
suffers from sleep deprivation.’’ Jeffrey, 
who is a music professor specializing in 


Gregorian chant, attended the show for 
about 20 minutes to look for his son. 


dictator has made a splash at Africa's 
oldest film festival. “Mobutu: King of 


Made with the help of former CIA 
officials and Mobutu aides, a documen- 
tary charting the rise and fall of the late 


Broadway's ‘Titanic’ to Close This Month 


Zaire," made by Thierry Michel, a 
Belgian journalist, received a standing 
ovation at its first showing at the Pan- 
African Film and Television Festival in 
Ouagadougou, the capital of Burkina 
Faso. The documentary follows 
Mobutu Sese Seko, the former dictator 
of Zaire, now renamed the Democratic 


New Yirfc Timet Service 


Republic of the Congo, from the early 
1960s through his 32 years in power. 


N EW YORK — The producers of the musical “Titanic" have announced 
that they will close the $ 10 million production, one of the most expensive 
in Broadway history, on March 28. 

Michael David, one of the lead producers, would not say what the show’s 
exact loss was, but he said it had earned back more than half of its initial 
investment After its final perfoimance, “Titanic" will have played 804 
performances and 28 previews. 

The show opened in April 1997 amid a spate of reports of technical problems 
with the mechanized set. The reviews were mixed to poor. 

The musical seemed to gain strength after winning five Tony Awards in June 
1997, including best musical, and by the fall of thai year, “Titanic" was the 
top-grossing show on Broadway. Its fortunes' were also buoyed by a renewed 
interest in the disaster spurred by the blockbuster film. 

But in recent months, the show's steam appeared to be numing out. It has 
been steadily losing money since early January. 


1960s through his 32 years in power. 
The film was not competing for the 30- 
year-old festival’s main prize,, which 
will be awarded Saturday. 


The Japanese justice minister was 
criticized in Parliament on Wednesday 
for allowing Arnold Schwarzenegger 
into the countiy without. a passport. 
Sbozaburo Nakamura gave the actor. 


g emission to enter through an airport in 
s aka last October, although he arrived 


Osaka last October, although he arrived 
in his private plane without a passport. 
Schwarzenegger later submitted a re- 
port to die Justice Ministry saying ‘•hat 
his passport had been stolen. 
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